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Comments and Application 
Rating Scale/ 

Application Guidelines 
Criterion: Design facilities to meet the 20-year peak flow expected by 2050 

This criterion implements the RWSP 
design standard. 

This criterion was applied equally to all projects. 

Project design and construction may be phased over time if 
technically feasible and/or financially beneficial. Candidate 
projects will likely be in high growth areas where there are 
significant differences in projected 20-year peak flow volumes 
from decade to decade. Phasing of projects typically increases 
their total cost, but reduces their impact to rates and capacity 
charge. 

Criterion: Determine risk of overflow vs. peak capacity  

Higher priority will be given to projects 
that address capacity limitations in areas 
that are prone to overflow than to those 
that address capacity limitations in 
facilities that can continue to safely 
convey flows in a surcharged condition.a  

High, Medium, or Low:  
• High = Less than 5-year LOS in 2000 or less than 

10-year LOS and significant growth by 2010 
• Medium = Greater than 5-year LOS in 2000 with 

minimal growth. Greater then 10-year LOS in 2000 
with moderate to high growth causing the LOS to 
decrease to 5-year LOS 

• Low = Greater than 10-year LOS in 2010  

Criterion: Estimated risk of public health and water quality impacts  

This criterion relates to the immediate 
threats to water quality and human 
health from overflows.  

High, Medium, or Low: 
• High = Risk of overflow directly to a water body or 

identified backups into structures  
• Medium = Where there is the potential to isolate 

and prevent the overflows to an urban drainage 
system from getting to a water body 

• Low = Risk to public health occurs only if there is a 
Low risk of overflow (criterion above) 

Criterion: Determine risks of regulatory non-compliance  
Any overflows are a violation of WTD’s 
NPDES permits. 

High, Medium, or Low (same as for overflow criterion): 
• High = Less than 5-year LOS in 2000 or less than 

10-year LOS and significant growth by 2010 
• Medium = Greater than 5-year LOS in 2000 with 

minimal growth. Greater then 10-year LOS in 2000 
with moderate to high growth causing a decrease to 
a 5-year LOS 

• Low = Greater than 10-year LOS in 2010 
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Criterion: Identify O&M issues  
Two Categories: 
• Coordinate with existing 

Asset Management capital 
program 

• Identify and coordinate with 
planned Asset Management 
capital replacement and/or 
repair projectsb  

Yes or No. 

Identified O&M issues can influence priority of either Major 
Capital or Asset Management capital projects. O&M 
assessments are an ongoing WTD function. The inspection 
of force mains, pressure sewers, and siphons will provide 
additional information for prioritization over time. 

Criterion: Identify community and local agency concerns 

Coordinate with local agencies to 
identify any concerns and incorporate 
them into prioritization process.c  

Yes or No. 

WTD staff met with local agencies and reviewed identified 
needs and planned projects with agency representatives. 
Information about local conditions, such as development 
activity that affects capacity demand, was incorporated. 

Criterion: Evaluate coincident benefits 

Coincident benefits can be applied in 
three distinct areas: 
• Partnering with 

transportation or other 
capital projects in the vicinity 
of WTD projects 

• Ensuring that capital work by 
other jurisdictions does not 
prevent WTD from doing 
work in recently improved 
corridors/sites 

• Integrating the project into 
other wastewater facilities 
that depend on the project to 
fully function 

Yes or No.  

WTD staff reviewed local agency and host city capital 
improvement plans and schedules to identify when and 
where local projects are scheduled to occur near capital 
conveyance project areas. WTD staff met with local 
jurisdiction representatives to review WTD’s proposed 
project schedule. Potential coincident benefits were noted 
where project areas matched and project timing for local 
projects and regional conveyance projects were within 3 
years or less. 

Criterion: Identify financing benefits 

Financing benefits will be explored 
during predesign after project scopes 
and final budgets are established. At 
that point, all portions of the project 
that qualify for grant and/or low-
interest loans can be identified. 

Equal across all projects. 

Financing concerns will be considered during the predesign 
or design phases and may influence project scheduling at 
that time. 

a The overflow risk criteria are applied to needs or capacity constraints. In some cases, more than one 
project address the needs. 
b O&M issues can be applied to either capacity needs or projects. 
c Community and agency concerns and input can be applied to either capacity needs or projects. 
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