
Legal Issues Surrounding Body and Dash Cams 



KOMO and Tracy Vedder Receive WCOG Award 
for Fisher Broadcasting v. City of Seattle 



Fisher Lessons: 

1.Agencies must be able to provide responsive public 

records regardless whether they are electronic or digital; 

2.Agencies must understand their systems and be able to 

communicate these to requestors; 

3.Technical barriers do not warrant denying a request; 

4.An agency must produce at least  “partially responsive” 

records even if the precise record requested does not 

exist; 

5.Courts will interpret exemptions narrowly regardless of 

the effort required to provide records 













Multiply This By 100 





Do You Recognize Her? 





SPU Shooting Case 

Pixelate victim/witness faces so as not to obscure police and fire 
department 
 
Black boxes over bodies of students who escorted Ybarra around campus 
two weeks before shooting. Nothing of significance in video that would 
be obscured by a black box 

 
Does v. King County, 192 Wn. App. 10, 366 P.3d 936 (2015) 



Redacting Identifying Information 
 

“Linkage” arguments don’t apply to privacy. 
 
Individual with no knowledge of the matter 
underlying the record could look at the record 
and would not recognize the particular individual 
whose identity had been redacted. 
 



Safety vs. Privacy 

“Linkage” arguments apply to safety. 
 
Will harm result to person if identity is not 
adequately redacted? 



Face Pixelation (Scramble) 



Black Box Redaction 



Full Screen Blur 



Body Cameras In Private Residences 













Engrossed House Bill #2362 
RCW 42.56.240 (14) 

 
1. Request for identifiable video 
2. Shifts redaction costs to general requestors 
3. Disclosing certain images is presumed highly offensive 
4. Must deploy on pilot basis by June 9, 2016 
5. Must have a policy 
6. Task force to make findings & recommendations on costs, 

policies, retention/retrieval, and use 
7. Sunsets on June 1, 2019 

 

 










