) Contact Us

Phone
206-296-VOTE (8683)
1-800-325-6165

TTY Relay: 711

Email
elections@kingcounty.gov

Online
kingcounty.gov/elections

By mail or in-person
Elections Headquarters
919 Southwest Grady Way
Renton, WA 98057

Open weekdays

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Elections Annex

King County Administration Building
500 4th Avenue, Room 440

Seattle, WA 98104

Open weekdays

8:30a.m. -1 p.m.and 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Get social with us
o twitter.com/kcelections
o facebook.com/kcelections
instagram.com/kcelections
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What happens to your ballot
once it's returned?

Once we receive your ballot, the
signature on the return envelope is
scanned and uploaded to our signature
verification team.

The signature on your return envelope
is compared to your signature on file. If
the signatures match, the ballot is ready

for opening. If not, we will contact you by

mail, phone, and/or email to resolve the
issue so we can count your ballot.

Once verified, the security sleeve with
your ballot is removed from the return
envelope. Next, the ballot is removed
from the security sleeve and then

inspected to ensure it can be read by the

tabulation scanning equipment.

If there are stray marks or unclear
corrections, a team of two will use the
state’s Voter Intent Manual to duplicate
the ballot so it can be scanned and
tabulated.

Finally, we count your ballot! A machine
will scan the ballot and store the image
on a secure, closed system. Results are
produced and made public after 8 p.m.
on Election Day.

A guide to
Voting in King County
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Who can register to vote
You must be:
+ A citizen of the United States;
+ Alegal resident of Washington State
+ At least 18 years old by Election Day;
+ Not disqualified from voting due to a court
order; and
+ Not under Department of Corrections
supervision for a Washington felony
conviction.
+ 16 and 17 year olds can pre-register to
vote and will begin receiving their ballot
automatically when they turn 18.

How to register to vote

You can register online, by mail or in person.
Contact us or go to kingcounty.gov/elections/
register for more information.

Voter registration deadlines

Online and mail registrations must be received
eight days before Election Day. You can register in
person during business hours and through 8 p.m.
on Election Day.

Voting materials in other languages
In addition to English, King County Elections
provides voting materials in Chinese, Korean,
Spanish and Vietnamese. Contact us to request
voting materials in one of these languages.

How to get a ballot
By mail
Washington State votes by mail. If you are

registered to vote, you will receive a ballot in the
mail.

Ballots are mailed about three weeks before
Election Day, earlier to service and overseas voters.

Accessible voting options
Voting by mail is a convenient option for most
people. There are other options available:

» Online ballot marking program

- Vote Centers
Contact us or go to our website for more
information.

Voters' pamphlets

A voters’ pamphlet provides information about
candidates and measures on the ballot. Voters'
pamphlets are mailed to all households in King
County for primary and general elections.

Tips for voting

- Read the ballot, envelope and voters'
pamphlet carefully.

+ Completely fill in the oval next to your choice.

+ We will count only those races for which you
voted, and your ballot will be processed even
if you don't vote for each race.

+ Remove and recycle the stub at the top of
the ballot.

+ Sign the declaration on the back of the return
envelope.

+ Do not put multiple ballots in one envelope.

How to return your ballot

You can vote and return your ballot as soon as
you receive it. Returning your ballot early allows
time to correct any issues with your signature so
we can count your ballot. You can return your
ballot to a ballot drop box or by mail.

If you choose to mail your ballot, we recommend
doing so by the Friday before Election Day to
ensure an on-time postmark. Your ballot must be
postmarked by Election Day.
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