Judge’s General Questions on Voir Dire
Criminal Case

1.  Have any of you heard of this case before?

2. Do any of you know any of the parties, lawyers, or witnesses on this case?

3. It is anticipated that this case will last ______ days.  Does that schedule present an undue hardship to any of you?  Undue hardship is more than mere inconvenience but would present a serious personal burden for a juror to serve in this case.

4. Have any of you ever served on a jury in a criminal trial?

IF YES: Were any of those answering “yes” to the last question the foreperson of their criminal jury?

5. Have any of you ever served on a jury in a civil trial?

IF YES: Were any of those answering “yes” to the last question the foreperson of their civil jury?

6. Doe any of you anticipate any difficulty following the court’s instructions regardless of what you believe the law is or ought to be?

7. Do any of you have religious or philosophical views that may cause you to feel uncomfortable sitting as a juror in a criminal case (e.g. where you are making a judgment about the conduct of another person)?

8. Evidence may show that events in this case took place at or near ____________.  Are any of you particularly familiar with that location?

9. Have any of you ever been the victim of a crime? (Define crime to include property offenses.)

10. Have any of your close friends or relatives ever been the victim of a crime?

11. Have any of you ever witnessed a crime?

12. Have any of you ever been a witness in any court proceeding? (excluding deposition)

13. Do any of you have any experience as a law enforcement officer?  (Define law enforcement officer to include military police, private security guard, private investigator, IRS agent.)

14. Do any of you have a close friend or relative with experience as a law enforcement officer?

15. Have any of you ever had an extremely pleasant or extremely unpleasant experience with a police officer?

16. Do any of you know anyone employed by a prosecuting agency (e.g. King County Prosecutor, Washington Attorney General, U.S. Attorney)?

17. Do any of you know anyone employed by any public defender agency or any lawyer engaged in criminal defense work?

18. Do any of you know anyone connected with the courts or judicial branch?

19. Do any of you have training in _________________, _________________?

20. Have any of you ever been accused, arrested, charged, or convicted of a crime?

21. Have any of your close friends or relatives ever been accused, arrested, charged, or convicted of a crime?

22. Do any of you have a physical condition or ailment that would make it uncomfortable to sit and listen to a trial for several hours per day?

23. Have any of you had difficulty hearing thus far?

24. It may be that the evidence in this case will include e.g. drugs, alcohol.  Do any of you have such strong feelings about ______________, that you would not be able to act impartially?

25. Is there any reason why any of you might not be able to try this case impartially and fairly for both sides?




