
January 17, 2018 

 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell  
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Majority Leader McConnell: 
 
As County elected officials representing millions of Americans, we write today to share our 
strong support for continuing the protections afforded under the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. We urge you to swiftly and comprehensively address federal 
immigration, and DACA in particular, to protect the legal status of the thousands of Dreamers. 

 
Immigrants come to America in search of opportunity and the American Dream. This has been 
true since the dawn of our great nation. They bring skills, ingenuity, and resilience that 
contributes to our growth and competitiveness. Dreamers, the children of immigrants, often 
know no other country than America. They are American in every aspect but on paper. 

 
As locally elected officials, we have a particular interest in seeing the legal status of Dreamers, 
our fellow Americans, resolved in a manner that allows them to stay in the country they call 
home. American values are rooted in the belief that every man, woman and child has equal 
rights to freedom and dignity, and it is our role and responsibility to ensure these rights are 
protected and secured. 

 
Dreamers cannot, and should not, live under the ever-present threat of deportation. DACA 
recipients have passed background checks. They pose no threat. Threatening deportation is not 
how valued young people in our communities, our constituents who grew up in this country and 
share our common values, should be treated. They deserve to feel safe and secure in their 
pursuit of the American Dream. Fixing this, and fixing this now, is the right thing to do. 
Dragging out a solution leaves our youth in ambiguity, at a precious and pivotal time in their 
lives when life choices can determine their destiny. 

 
We add our collective voice to those calling on Congress to make it your highest priority to pass 
bipartisan legislation providing these young Americans the permanent solution they deserve. 

 
Sincerely,
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Luis Alejo
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Monterey County, CA

 

Claudia Balducci
Councilmember
County Council
King County, WA

Nancy Barr
Nancy Barr
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

John Bartlett
John Bartlett
Freeholder
Board of Chosen Freeholders
Passaic County, NJ

 
Jim Bernard
Chair
Board of Commissioners
Clackamas County, OR

 
Catherine Borgia
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Kevin Boyce
Kevin Boyce
President
Board of Commissioners
Franklin County, OH

 
Benjamin Boykin II
Chairman
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Marilyn Brown
Marilyn Brown
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Franklin County, OH

 
Diane Burgis
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Contra Costa County, CA

 
John Burns
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Wake County, NC

 
Brandon Coan
Councilmember
Louisville Metro Council
Louisville Metro, KY

Kitley Covill
Kitley Covill
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Laura Curran
Laura Curran
Legislator
County Legislature
Nassau County, NY

 
Rod Dembowski
Councilmember
County Council
King County, WA



Chuck Erickson
Chuck Erickson
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Dane County, WI

Sandra Lee Fewer
Sandra Lee Fewer
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco, CA

 
Bridget Gainer
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Cook County, IL

 
Jesus Garcia
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Cook County, IL

Marcia Gershenson
Marcia Gershenson
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Oakland County, MI

 
Erica Gilmore
Councilmember
Metropolitan Council
Nashville & Davidson County, TN

 
Dannielle Glaros
Council Chair
County Council
Prince George’s County, MD

 
Larry Gossett
Councilmember
County Council
King County, WA

Sandy Hart
Board Member
County Board
Lake County, IL

 
Maggie Hart Stebbins
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Bernalillo County, NM

 
Bill Hollander
Councilmember
Louisville Metro Council
Louisville Metro, KY

Penrose Hollins
Penrose Hollins
Councilmember
County Council
New Castle County, DE

Dale Holness
Dale Holness
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Broward County, FL

Lynda Hopkins
Lynda Hopkins
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Sonoma County, CA

 
Tom Hucker
Councilmember
County Council
Montgomery County, MD

Page 3 of 6 



Janet Jackson
Janet Jackson
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Oakland County, MI

 
Christopher Johnson
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

 
Mina Johnson
Councilmember
Metropolitan Council
Nashville & Davidson County, TN

 
Deborah Kafoury
Chair
Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County, OR

 
Jeanne Kohl-Welles
Councilmember
County Council
King County, WA

 
Connie Ladenburg
Council Member
County Council
Pierce County, WA

George Leventhal
George Leventhal
Councilmember
County Council
Montgomery County, MD

Damon Maher
Damon Maher
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Monica Martinez
Monica Martinez
Legislator
County Legislature
Suffolk County, NY

 
Joe McDermott
Chair
County Council
King County, WA

 
Sharon Meieran
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County, OR

Nancy Navarro
Nancy Navarro
Council Vice President
County Council
Montgomery County, MD

John O’Grady
John O’Grady
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Franklin County, OH

 
Kristin Olsen
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Stanislaus County, CA

 
Rafael Ortega
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Ramsey County, MN
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Catherine Parker
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

 
Virginia Perez
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Jeff Rader
Jeff Rader
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
DeKalb County, GA

Hans Riemer
Hans Riemer
Council President
County Council
Montgomery County, MD

Hillary Ronen
Hillary Ronen
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco, CA

 
Phil Serna
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Sacramento County, CA

 
James M. Sheppard
Legislator
County Legislature
Monroe County, NY

 
MaryJane Shimsky
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

 
Loretta Smith
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County, OR

 
Lori Stegmann
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County, OR

 
Brian Sullivan
Council Member
County Council
Snohomish County, WA

Deni Taveras
Councilmember
County Council
Prince George’s County, MD

 
Sequanna Taylor
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Milwaukee County, WI

 
Rock Ulibarri
Chairman
County Commission
San Miguel County, NM

 
Dave Upthegrove
Councilmember
County Council
King County, WA
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Richard Valle
Richard Valle
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
Alameda County, CA

Jessica Vega Pederson
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County, OR

Miguel Villapudua
Miguel Villapudua
Supervisor
Board of Supervisors
San Joaquin County, CA

 
Alfreda Williams
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Crystal Williams
Crystal Williams
Legislator
County Legislature
Jackson County, MO

Lyndon Williams
Lyndon Williams
Legislator
Board of Legislators
Westchester County, NY

Robert Womack
Robert Womack
Commissioner
Board of Commissioners
Kent County, MI

 
Stephanie Wright
Chair
County Council
Snohomish County, WA

 
Derek Young
Council Member
County Council
Pierce County, WA
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