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Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board
Meeting Summary

September 20, 2007 2-4 p.m.
Safeco Jackson Street Center - Seattle
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:10 p.m.

Roll Call 

The official start of the meeting was delayed to ensure that enough board members were present to have a quorum to conduct business.  Attendees introduced themselves. 
Board Member Present:  Andrew Franz, Douglas Hoople (chair), Francisco Ivarra, Robert Stephens, William Wood
Board Members Absent:  Ron Forest, Stan Gunno, Kathleen Lewis, Roger Welles
Staff Present:  Sadikifu Akina-James, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS); Bill Goldsmith, DCHS; Linda Welles, DCHS; Genevieve Rowe, Public Health-Seattle & King County 
Guests:  None

Review of Meeting Summary
The meeting summary for August was reviewed and discussed and corrections were proposed. 
ACTION:  Moved, seconded, and carried that the meeting summary for August be approved as amended.  
Committee Reports

Strategy One:  Mr. Stevens reviewed the written notes and discussions of the September 17 Strategy #1 committee meeting.  
ACTION:  Mr. Stephens moved that the King County Veterans’ Program (KCVP) utilize paid veterans of color and women veterans to provide KCVP staff with informational trainings on their experiences and world views as veterans.  The motion passed.

Mr. Stephens also highlighted the recommendation to develop family services to augment KCVP services.  This issue will be discussed in more depth at the October Strategy #1 Committee meeting.

Strategy Two:  Bill Wood, chair of the Ending Homelessness Committee, spoke of veterans with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) that cannot exist in homeless or traditional transitional housing.  These veterans end up in jail or on the street.  There is the need for a facility with low stimulation to house these veterans.
Major Franz requested a document that shows available housing in King County.  Bill Wood indicated that these issues should be discussed at the next Strategy #2 Committee meeting.
Strategy Three:  Chair Hoople gave the Strategy #3 Committee Report for both he September 6th and September 18th meetings of the Strategy #3 committee.  Doug reviewed the September 6th Strategy #3 committee notes which detailed the review of public comments and requests for changes to the PEARLS procurement plan.  The committee recommended acceptance of the PEARLS procurement plan, with the edits identified by the Strategy #3 committee.  Doug also reported on the September 18th meeting of the Strategy #3 committee, which included presentations on veterans PTSD by Tom Schumacher, Program Director of the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs PTSD Program, and non-veterans PTSD and trauma by Lucy Berliner, Director, Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and Traumatic Stress.

ACTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the PEARLS procurement plan.
Strategy Five:  No update.  There is an updated presentation by evaluation staff.
Chair’s Report:  Chair Hoople attended the two meetings of the Council’s Law, Justice and Human Services Committee (LJHS) to review the levy Annual Report submitted to the Council on June 1st.  The Annual Report is also on the agenda of the Council’s  Regional Policy Committee (RPC) for next Thursday.  The Chair also spoke of family support for veterans.  Strategy #4 does not address veterans and family issues regarding deployment.  
ACTION:  Major Franz agreed to lead the work on family support for veterans under Strategy #1.

Update on the Levy Evaluation  
Genevieve Rowe, PHSCK and Bill Goldsmith, DCHS passed out the King County Veterans and Human Services Levy Evaluation Framework Working Document and reviewed the document.  They answered board questions regarding how monitors handle non-performing contracts or the deployment of resources when there is need at one site, but another site with a lower need has the resources.  Contract Monitors are the first to know if there is under performance or under or over utilization of resources.  There is the need for a way to ensure that this information is shared with the boards.  The levy Evaluation Framework will be reviewed in depth at the next Strategy #5 Committee meeting on November 16.
King County Staff Report

Sadikifu passed out information on the November 16 event, Supporting Military Kids:  A Day of Awareness.  She said that there is $5,000 in the KCVP budget to support this event.  She asked the board if they would like to be official sponsors.
ACTION:  The board voted to be a sponsor of the November 16 event and appointed Bill Wood as the point person to work with Joel Estey to put together a booth for this event.

Old Business
The board continued the discussion of issues to be addressed under Strategy #1.   
New Business

Chair Hoople presented each board member a copy of the book – “Flashback” by Penny Coleman.  The books are a personal gift from the chair for each board member.  The Chair encouraged members to read the book as it resonates on the subject of the impact of deployment on military personnel and their families.
The Chair announced the nomination of Oren Hadaller, a new nominee from Council District Five Julia Patterson.
The Chair requested that the letter to federal officials regarding housing issues be sent to the board members.  Board members are asked to send their comments to Sadikifu.  These comments will be discussed at the next RHSLOB meeting and acted upon at the October Joint meeting.

Petitions & communications (public comment)

None

Adjourn 

Mr. Hoople adjourned the meeting at 4:10 p.m.
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