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Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board
Meeting Summary

May 17, 2007 2–4 p.m.
Douglass-Truth Library - Seattle
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by Chairman Hoople.  The chair welcomed everyone and called the roll.  He noted that Vince Schmitt had regretfully resigned from the board.
Roll Call
There were sufficient members present to declare a quorum.
Board Members Present:  Ron Forest, Stanley Gunno, Douglas Hoople (chair), Kathleen Lewis, Frank Selden, Robert Stephens, Jr., Roger Welles, William Wood
Board Members Absent:  Andrew Franz, Francisco Ivarra, Vince Schmitt
Staff Present:  Sadikifu Akina-James, Community and Human Services (DCHS); Linda Peterson, DCHS Community Services Division (CSD); Pat Lemus, DCHS CSD; Carole Antoncich, DCHS; Joel Estey, King County DCHS Veterans’ Program; Katy Miller, DCHS Housing and Community Development (HCD); Karen Brawley, DCHS HCD; Amnon Shoenfeld, DCHS Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division;  Janna Wilson, Public Health-Seattle & King County
Guests:  Sara Levin, Human Services Department, City of Seattle 

Review Meeting Summary
The meeting summary for April was reviewed and discussed and corrections identified.

ACTION:  Moved, seconded and carried that meeting notes be approved with corrections.  
Committee Reports
Strategy One (Enhanced Services to Veterans):  Robert Stevens reported that Sadikifu was helping to create a form to give to Councilmembers.  The completed forms will provide the board with information on the veterans associations that may exist in the different Council districts.  The committee is also asking David Baum of the Regional Human Services Levy Oversight Board (RHSLOB) if his committee wants to have joint meetings around Strategy One topics.  The next meeting is Monday, June 21, 2007.

Strategy Two (Ending Homelessness):  Bill Wood reported that the committee met jointly with the RHSLOB Strategy Two committee, and were provided with briefings regarding (1) housing subsidies from Cheryl Markham, and (2) “2163” homeless housing funds from Katy Miller.  Committee members found the briefings very informative.  The next meeting is June 5, 2007.
Strategy Three (Behavioral Health Services):  Kathleen Lewis reported that this committee also met jointly with their counterpart committee of the RHSLOB and were provided with briefings by Amnon Shoenfeld, MHCADS Division Director in DCHS on mental health and substance abuse services; Anne Shields, of PHSKC Heath Care for the Homeless on public health clinic and community health clinics; and Frank Kokorowski on post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).  It was noted that there are gaps in treatment.  It was also recognized that it is very important to identify veterans and determine their needs.  The next meeting is the week of July 8, 2007.
Strategy Five (Resource Management & Evaluation):  Since Stan Gunno had not yet arrived, Doug Hoople gave the report.  Doug noted that the committee had been briefed by an epidemiologist from Public Health, who explained the framework for the levy evaluation.
Chairperson's Report:  Doug Hoople noted that Sharon Lee of the Seattle-King County Housing Development Consortium had asked the Veterans’ Program Board to support their lobbying efforts to change a section of the IRS code which was proving to be a barrier in their use of Low-Income Housing Tax Credits for one of their proposed projects serving veterans and others.
Discussion Items

King County Veterans' Program (KCVP) Services Expansion:  Pat Lemus and Joel Estey provided a PowerPoint presentation and distributed packets of information concerning the expanded services that KCVP is able to offer because of levy funding.  KCVP served a greater number of clients in the first quarter of 2007 as compared to the first quarter of 2006.  The expansion is not just more of the same services, but it is a different array of services (for example, employment counseling and case management); it includes outreach to different geographic areas, such as South King County; and new partnerships, especially with community groups (for example, National Association of Black Veterans).  Pat and Joel are looking forward to the Strategy One committee meeting and the opportunity to discuss the program expansion in greater detail.
Housing and Supportive Services Draft Procurement Plan:  Katy Miller and Karen Brawley introduced this draft plan and explained that it combines the rest of the housing capital dollars and $2.25 million (of the $2.5 million) of housing supportive services dollars (a portion has been split out for the Mobile Community Health Team).  Katy explained the importance of July's scheduled combined Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA), where several major funders (King County, Seattle, United Way, and others) are coordinating their application processes.  There will be two separate review panels, one for capital and one for services, and there will be a representative from both the RHSLOB and the Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board on each one.  There was brief discussion, and Board members raised several questions, which they were urged to bring up at the committee meeting on June 5 for full discussion.  Karen thanked Frank Selden for his input on the spring round applications.
Mobile Community Health Team Draft Procurement Plan: Janna Wilson presented this draft plan, which covers the remaining $250,000 of the housing supportive services dollars.  She provided background on the Health Care for the Homeless program, and explained that the "mobile" team did not mean a van, but rather a multi-disciplinary team of public health, mental health, alcohol and chemical dependency, and PTSD specialists who would rotate from one supportive housing project to another, focusing on Seattle and the South King County (most in need).  Again, there was brief discussion, and Board members were urged to remember them for the committee meeting where a more in-depth discussion would be possible.
Supportive Housing Intervention for Transition to Stability (SHIFTS) Draft Procurement Plan: Amnon Shoenfeld introduced this draft plan for permanent supportive housing for high utilizers of jails throughout King County.  The levy services dollars would be paired with housing support and other services dollars, from the housing authorities and a major state grant.  There was brief discussion on how this relates to the 0.1% sales tax planning effort, and on how these funds could be used to reduce disproportionality.  Again, there will be more discussion in the committee meeting. Board members will be interested to see whether veterans served by the Veterans Incarcerated Project will be able to be served by this program.
RFP rating panel: Frank Selden reported on his experience on the housing review panel.  He noted that it was very interesting, but quite a lot of work.  He did bring a proposal to the Strategy Two committee for discussion, but had learned that proposals should not be discussed publicly until the final decision is made.  Sadikifu explained that the committee meetings were public meetings and the proposals still undergoing review are not public information.
Interview panel: Assigned Roger Welles as back-up for Bill Wood on interview panel for the board support staff. 

King County Staff Report 
Sadikifu informed the Board that the new calendar/schedule will be on the Web next week.
Old Business
Suggestions for revisions to Service Improvement Plan: It was noted that the activity for the separate phone line for veteran’s information and referral will need to be modified.  A separate line is unnecessary; the 2-1-1 system can be utilized for this purpose.
Report to Council on levy status:  Board members requested a copy of the final report submitted to Council; Sadikifu said it would be distributed widely.
Business cards:  Board members would like business cards, without names, but with the VCLOB name on it, along with staff contact name, number, and levy Web address.
New Business

The Board decided to ask Andrew Franz if he would like to be a representative of the VCLOB on the Strategy Four Committee (Strengthening Families).  While there are no veterans levy dollars slated for this strategy; there may be opportunities to collaborate or even to make some Veterans Levy dollars available.
Joint Veterans/Human Services Boards' public education and outreach committee - This was an idea originating in the joint board meeting held in April.  Doug Hoople, Stan Gunno, and Robert Stephens, Jr. volunteered.  Sadikifu said this would be a joint staff/board committee that would get underway when there was more to communicate.
Petitions/Communication (public comment)

None
Adjournment

Doug noted that he would be out of town until June 19, 2007.  Sadikifu will work with Bill Wood on the agenda for the next meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. 
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