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Regional Human Services Levy Oversight Board

Meeting Summary

May 16, 2007 2-4 p.m.
Douglass-Truth Library – Seattle 

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by co-chair Joe Ingram at 2 p.m.  
Roll Call 

Attendees introduced themselves.
Board Members Present:  Kimberlee Archie, David Baum, Kevin Bernadt, Kathleen Brasch, Dorry Elias- Garcia (co-chair), Kathleen Hadaller, Joe Ingram (co-chair), Edith Nelson
Board Members Absent:  Doris Tevaseu
Staff Present:  Sadikifu Akina-James, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS); Lisbeth Gilbert, DCHS; Linda Peterson, Director, DCHS Community Services Division (CSD); Carole Antoncich, DCHS CSD; Katy Miller, DCHS CSD; Karen Brawley, DCHS CSD; Janna Wilson, Public Health-Seattle & King County
Guests:  Sara Levin, Human Services Department, City of Seattle

Review of Meeting Summary
The draft April meeting summary was reviewed and discussed and edits were requested.  
ACTION:  The April meeting summary was approved as amended.   

Committee Reports
Strategy Two (Ending Homelessness):  Co-chair Kathy Brasch reported that the committee met jointly with the Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board (VCLOB) Strategy Two Committee, and were provided briefings regarding 1) housing subsidies from Cheryl Markham; and 2) “2163” homeless housing funds from Katy Miller.  Committee members found the briefings very informative.  They understand and appreciate the effort to coordinate public funding decisions regarding housing capital investment and housing supportive services.  A question arose regarding whether or not the committee members serving on Request for Proposal (RFP) review panels could bring the proposals to the committee meetings for discussion and feedback, or otherwise share the proposals with members.  The answer was no, since they are public meetings; the committee member on the review panel is the one designated to be the official representative of the committee.  Another question was raised regarding procedures for committees, and whether the committee chair or county staff should take the notes, because both Kathy and Sadikifu had apparently taken notes.  In the future, county staff will take all notes.  The committee will review procurement plans at the next committee meeting (June 5, 2007).
Strategy Three (Behavioral Health Services):  Chair David Baum reported that this committee also met jointly with its counterpart committee of the VCLOB.  They received briefings from 1) Amnon Shoenfeld regarding Mental Health Regional Support Networks; 2) Ann Shields regarding integrating behavioral health specialists at Public Health clinics; and 3) Frank Kokorowski regarding Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  He commented that VCLOB members seem very clear about veterans' needs, while people on the Regional Human Services Levy Oversight Board (RHSLOB) side are less so, so joint meetings may not work as well for this committee.  Ann Shields invited the committee members to tour one of the Public Health clinics where behavioral health services would be provided; David will coordinate with Sadikifu on setting that up.
Strategy Four (Strengthening Families at Risk):  Kimberly Archie reported in Doris' absence.  She said that Pat Lemus had provided an overview of the County's Young Families Independence Program (YFIP) and how it came together, because it leads up to Public Health's Nurse-Family Partnership (Lois Schipper of the Health Department was not yet able to speak about this program; it will be one of the procurement plans the Boards will hear about in the near future).  The YFIP program was an important example of how different service systems are able to come together to make a difference in the community.  This committee has no new meeting scheduled; Sadikifu suggested that they may want to join the Strategy Two committee on June 5 to help them review the procurement plans being presented to that committee.
Strategy Five (Resource Management & Evaluation):  David Baum reported that this was another joint meeting with the VCLOB committee.  They heard a presentation from Genevieve Rowe of the Health Department regarding the framework and plan for levy evaluation, and how it will be coordinated with the procurement plans/program designs.  The ultimate goal is for the council/public to judge results and decide whether to renew the levy in 2011.  One issue it raises is how to know if the levy dollars are causing the results and not other funds.  Another is how to evaluate intangibles such as system integration (an important goal of the levy), which will be done by process evaluations rather than outcome evaluation.
Procurement Plans
Housing and Services Draft Procurement Plan:  Katy Miller and Karen Brawley introduced this draft plan and explained that it combines the rest of the housing capital dollars and $2.25 million of the $2.5 million in housing supportive services dollars (a portion has been split out for the Mobile Community Health Team, which Janna would address shortly).  Katy explained the importance of July's scheduled "combined Notice of Funding Availability" (the combined NOFA), where several major funders (King County, Seattle, United Way, and others) are coordinating their application processes.  There will be two separate review panels, one for the capital and one for services, and there will be a representative from both the RHSLOB and the VCLOB for each.  There was brief discussion, and Board members raised several questions, which they were urged to bring up at the committee meeting on June 5 for full discussion.
Mobile Community Health Team Draft Procurement Plan:  Janna Wilson presented this draft plan, which covers the remaining $250,000 of the housing supportive services dollars.  She provided background on the Health Care for the Homeless program, and explained that the "mobile" team did not mean a van, but rather than this multi-disciplinary team of public health, mental health, alcohol and chemical dependence, and PTSD specialists would rotate from one supportive housing project to another, focusing on Seattle and South King County (most in need).  Again, there was brief discussion, and Board members were urged to remember them for the committee meeting where a more in-depth discussion would be possible.
Supportive Housing Intervention for Transition to Stability (SHIFTS) Draft Procurement Plan:  Amnon Shoenfeld introduced this draft plan for permanent supportive housing for high utilizers of jails throughout King County.  The levy dollars would be paired with housing support and other services dollars, from the housing authorities and a major state grant.  There was brief discussion on how this relates to the 0.1% planning effort, and on how these funds could be used to reduce disproportionality.  Again, there will be more discussion in the committee meeting.
King County Staff Report

Linda Peterson reported that the calendar/schedule of meetings and procurement plans would be up on the Web next week.
Sadikifu said she would pass the Board's suggestions for the position description of the Board Support staff person to Linda by Friday.  Dorry Elias Garcia is the RHSLOB representative on the interview panel.
There was a request to make sure that draft procurement plans/program designs clearly linked their strategy/sub-strategy to the funds available as noted in Appendix D.

New Business
There was a question regarding outreach, and Sadikifu responded that she had been asked by Jackie MacLean, DCHS Director, to draft a communication plan, which she would discuss with board members in the future.  There will be a need for outreach when more money has been spent.  Sadikifu noted that the Board asked that hard copies of notices be mailed for outreach to those who may not be hooked up to e-mail.
Sadikifu noted that there will be an additional board member from the Federal Way area, and that another County Councilmember with no appointee is actively considering potential appointees.
Sadikifu will e-mail Strategy Four committee members if they need to meet before the next Board meeting.
Petitions / Communication (public comment)


None

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4 p.m. by co-chair Ingram
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