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Healthy Families and Communities Task Force

Meeting Summary – August 26, 2005


Task Force Members Present:

Mayor Kathy Keolker-Wheeler

Councilmember Larry Gossett

Deputy Mayor Phil Noble

Councilmember Tom Rasmussen

Dan Gandara, Esq.

Terri Kimble

Rev. Dr. James Kubol-Komoto

Terry Mark

Patricia McInturff

David Okimoto

Josephine Tamayo Murray

Laura Wells

 

Task Force Members Absent:

 

Councilmember Bob Ferguson

Glenn A. Gregory

Sandra Madrid

Pastor Marillyn Schultz Rothermel

Rabbi Zari M. Weiss

Welcome comments/introductions

Co-Chair Larry Gossett called the meeting to order.  The HFC members introduced themselves.  

Public Comment
Merril Cousin, Executive Director of the King County Coalition Against Domestic Violence gave public comment on behalf of the King County Alliance for Human Services.  She expressed concerned over the timing of the public education process under the HFC’s work plan.  She advocated that the public education campaign start as soon as possible rather than wait until the spring of 2006 as it is currently scheduled on the HFC’s work plan.
Ms. Cousin suggested the HFC’s public education process include focus groups and other message development tools to test which messages might work best in these efforts.  She also recommended the HFC set up a smaller working group of its membership that would include the King County Alliance on Human Services to develop strategies for public education that would begin immediately.
HFC members raised several questions about the kind of public education the HFC should engage in given it only meets once a month and it does not have funds available for public education.  Ms. Cousin suggested the HFC engage in public education efforts that did not require funding such as writing op-eds and speaking to various groups about HFC efforts.
Co-Chair Gossett thanked Ms. Cousin for her remarks and reminded the HFC that the public education process would be discussed later in that day’s agenda.
Brad Gaolach, County Director, of the Washington State University King County Extension commented on human services funding related to the WSU extension programs.  He pointed out the current shortfall in funding available to human services programs such as those run by the WSU extension and the importance of funding these types of programs that are able to leverage matching support from the state or federal government.  He gave as an example WSU Extension’s nutrition education programs.  King County’s investment of $40,000 in these programs generates over $800,000 in matching support from WSU.  Leveraging ability is very important.  Dr. Gaolach suggested the HFC take these programs into consideration as they look at the financing needs and options for regional human services in the county.  
Proposed changes or additions to the agenda
Co-Chair Larry Gossett asked the HFC members whether they had any proposed changes or additions to the agenda.  There were no proposed changes or additions to the agenda.
Approval of July 29, 2005 Meeting Summary
The HFC discussed whether there were state statutory provisions which would have to be met in creating the proposed Regional Human Services Board.  It was explained that this would be dependent on the funding source and would be clarified after the HFC determines the funding source to be pursued in a future ballot measure.
The July 29, 2005 meeting summary was unanimously approved.

Proposed HFC Public Education Process
HFC members discussed the group’s charge regarding the public education process.  Some HFC members believe it is important to start the public education process as soon as possible.  They suggest that the group do general education about the definition of human services.

Other HFC members think that it is premature to start a public education process before the group has had an opportunity to better educate itself about the financing need for regional human services in the county and has made some decisions about the direction the group should take toward identifying the details of a future ballot measure.

The HFC discussed its inability to work on the public education campaign once their proposed measure gets placed on the ballot.  However, some thought that this would not preclude the group from making decisions about the type of public education the HFC should pursue once some of the details have been decided and before the measure is actually placed on the ballot.

Some HFC members strongly believe that the public education efforts be focused and developed around the proposal the group puts forward for a ballot measure.

There was a question raised as to the Task Force on Regional Human Services’ (TFRHS) intent regarding the charge to the HFC about the public education process.  Former members of the TFRHS clarified that public education was important in order to pass a piece of legislation but the TFRHS left it up to the HFC to determine the best way to go about doing this work.

In conclusion, HFC members agreed to wait until the group had more information and made some decisions before developing its public education process but agreed that perhaps they would not wait until April 2006 to start the process.
Proposed methodology for determining human services need
HFC staff Maritza Rivera was joined by Hall Walker from the King County Office of Management and Budget to introduce the proposed methodology that would be used to determine the human services financing need in the county.  
Staff reviewed the qualitative and quantitative analysis put together by the former Task Force on Regional Human Services.  The qualitative and quantitative analysis included extensive data about the level of need and current resources available in each of the five community goal areas identified by the King County Regional Policy Committee.  These goal areas are:

· Food to eat and a roof overhead

· Supportive relationships within families, neighborhoods, and communities
· Safe haven from all forms of violence and abuse
· Health care to be as physically and mentally fit as possible and
· Education and job skills to lead an independent life
Staff reviewed the proposed methodology in determining the gaps in human service needs and the financing number to address the unmet human services need in the county.  The King County Office of Budget and Management will use econometric measures, i.e. mathematical and statistical techniques, to fill in the gaps regarding unmet need from demographic and utilization data.
HFC members discussed the advantages and drawbacks to determining the big financing need number in the county.  Some thought showing the bigger number might make a more compelling argument in selling the financing package while others thought it might scare the public and hamper support for the ballot measure.
HFC members discussed whether it should be trying to meet all human service needs or whether it should address a subset of the services identified under the five community goals.  Many thought the better approach would be to proceed with a subset of services.

Overall, HFC members thought getting a good overview and proceeding with the econometric methods would help them in determining the best approach to take in recommending a ballot measure and what subset of services to fund.
The HFC approved the proposed methodology and gave staff and OMB the task of determining the financing need for regional human services in each of the five goal areas.
Other Business 
The issue was raised as to whether or not it was important to host a couple of HFC meetings out in the community.  The HFC members discussed the benefits and drawbacks of doing this.  Consensus was reached that unless there was a purpose of gaining public input on a specific issue or proposal, the HFC would continue meeting at the King County International Airport site.
Co-Chair Gossett informed HFC members of a proposal for a veterans’ levy that would generate $10.7 million for veterans and their families.  A majority of the King County Council would have to approve the placement of the levy on the November 8, 2005 ballot.  The King County Council’s Budget and Fiscal Management Committee of which Councilmember Gossett is the Chair will take public testimony on this issue next Wednesday, August 31st at 9:00 AM in the King County Council Chambers.

Closing
Co-Chair Gossett asked HFC members if anyone had any other items for discussion.  There were no other items for discussion raised.  The meeting was adjourned.
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