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Healthy Families and Communities Task Force

Meeting Summary – April 27, 2006

  Task Force Members Present:
Task Force Members Absent:


Councilmember Larry Gossett, Co-Chair
Councilmember Bob Ferguson

Mayor Kathy Keolker, Co-Chair 
Sandra Madrid

Daniel Gandara
Josephine Tamayo Murray
Glenn Gregory
Deputy Mayor Phil Noble
Terri Kimball 
Pastor Marillyn Schultz Rothermel
Rev. Dr. James Kubal-Komoto

Terry Mark 


Patricia McInturff

David Okimoto 


Councilmember Tom Rasmussen 

Laura Wells 

Rabbi Zari Weiss 



Staff:  Maritza Rivera
Welcome/Introductions

Co-chair Mayor Kathy Keolker called the meeting to order.  

Public Comments 

There were no requests to speak during the open comment period.   

Proposed changes to the agenda

There were no proposed changes to the agenda.  

Approval of meeting summary for March 23, 2006

Members reviewed the draft summary for Mar. 23, 2006.       

Action:  The meeting summary for Mar. 23, 2006 was approved as submitted. 

Financing package for regional human services 
At the last meeting, it was agreed to form a subcommittee of HFC members to revise the draft resolution, with the goal of preparing a final financing package for review and approval at the April 27 meeting.  Reverend James Kubal-Komoto presented the subcommittee’s recommendations. The revised resolution proposed a “mix” of the previously identified fund sources to fill the $83.1 million funding gap.  The proposal called for use of funding from the Veterans and Human Services levy, state funding provided for 2-1-1 information services, and utilization of a 0.1 percent sales tax option available to counties for mental health and substance abuse services.  The resolution also called for the Executive to conduct polling to determine the optimum timing and amount to be raised by one or more property tax measures in the future.  

Following discussion, two amendments were moved. 

The first proposed to add a sentence to Section IV.  Ballot Measure Options to say:  “The HFC encourages the Executive and the King County Council to give these ballot measures their highest priority.”

Action:  Amendment was approved.

The second amendment proposed to add the words “by December 31, 2007” to Section III Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services with regard to the recommendation to adopt the 0.1 percent sales tax option for mental health and substance abuse services.

Action:  Amendment was approved.

Following discussion, it was moved and seconded to approve the final resolution for the funding of human services in King County, as amended.

Action:  Members voted to approve the resolution for the funding of human services in King County, as amended. 

Regional Human Services Board

The HFC was charged with developing the structure and organization of a regional human services board as part of a future ballot measure.  However, the recently approved Veterans and Human Services Levy already calls for the formation of a human services oversight board.  Previous discussion expressed concern about having two regional human service boards.  Therefore, it was proposed that the HFC recommend that the Executive explore expanding the role of the levy board to include responsibility for future oversight of new regional revenue and coordinated system improvements.  

HFC members had questions about whether or not it was possible to expand the responsibilities of the board created by the Veterans and Human Services Levy to take up future oversight of new revenue for human services.  HFC Co-chair Gossett asked RPC staff Beth Mountsier, HFC member Terry Mark and HFC staff Maritza Rivera to work with him as a subcommittee to research this issue and present a recommendation to the HFC at the May meeting. 

Public education process
The final assignment charged to the HFC by the original Task Force on Regional Human Services was to formulate a plan for public education about the county’s human services programs.  Following brief discussion, it was decided to form another subcommittee to formulate a proposal for discussion in May.  HFC members Laura Wells and Rabbi Zari Weiss volunteered to work with Maritza Rivera to prepare the draft. 

Other Business

There was no additional business to conduct.      

Closing
Co-chair Keolker adjourned the meeting.  The last meeting of the HFC is Thursday, May 25, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. in the Training Room, 7300 Building, King County Airport.
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