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Healthy Families and Communities Task Force

Meeting Summary – March 23, 2006


Task Force Members Present:
Task Force Members Absent:


Councilmember Larry Gossett, Co-Chair
Councilmember Bob Ferguson
Mayor Kathy Keolker, Co-Chair 
Daniel Gandara

Glenn Gregory
Sandra Madrid
Terri Kimball 
Patricia McInturff

Rev. Dr. James Kubal-Komoto
Deputy Mayor Phil Noble
Terry Mark 
Councilmember Tom Rasmussen
Josephine Tamayo Murray
David Okimoto 

Pastor Marillyn Schultz Rothermel 

Laura Wells 

Rabbi Zari Weiss 


Welcome/Introductions

Co-chair Councilmember Larry Gossett called the meeting to order.  He reminded HFC members of the duties remaining to be accomplished by the group including deciding on the financing option; designing the structure and charge of the regional Human Services Board; recommending a public education process and approving the final report to be presented at the end of the group’s work. 
Public Comments 

There were no requests to speak during the open comment period.   

Proposed changes to the agenda

There were no proposed changes to the agenda.  

Approval of meeting summary for February 23, 2006
Members reviewed the draft meeting summary for Feb. 23.       
Action:  The meeting summary for Feb. 23, 2006 was approved as submitted. 
Discussion:  Ballot initiative package recommendations
Maritza Rivera, HFC Project Director, introduced the draft resolution regarding the funding options for regional human services in the county.  Maritza noted that the revised total for the funding gap is $83.1 million, reflecting the addition of $4.8 million for sexual assault services.  The draft resolution establishes the funding options available, including funding from the Veterans and Human Services Levy approved by the voters in November 2005.
The resolution detailed the current available sources of funding for the regional human services being considered by the HFC such as the funds from the Veterans and Human Services levy and details some options for possible ballot measures for future action. 

The draft resolution also recommends that the Executive consider commissioning a poll to determine ballot language and the types of services voters are willing to support. 
HFC discussed a sales tax versus a property tax funding option.  There was much discussion about the regressive nature of a sales tax and also the difficulty in getting voters to increase property taxes for things such as human services.  The HFC members discussed the possibility of recommending a funding package that includes a combination of a sales tax increase and a property tax increase.  Co-chair Gossett established a subcommittee of HFC members, Glenn Gregory, Rev. James Kubal-Komoto, David Okimoto and Laura Wells that would work to refine the options and construct a funding proposal for consideration at the next meeting.   The subcommittee was tasked with editing the resolution and recommending a funding package for HFC approval at their next meeting on April 27th.
Regional Human Services Board
Members agreed to table the discussion on the Regional Human Services Board until the April 27 meeting.  Maritza directed HFC members to the chart in the March meeting packet providing a side-by-side comparison of the Regional Human Services Board created by the Veterans and Human Services Levy and the Regional Board tasked to the HFC.  Members were asked to review this document and send Maritza any ideas/input regarding the regional human services board.    

Other Business

Members agreed that one additional meeting will be added to the HFC calendar to complete the work of the committee.  The additional and final meeting of the HFC will take place on Thursday, May 25, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. at Boeing Field.    

Closing 

There being no other business, Co-chair Gossett adjourned the meeting.  The next meeting of the HFC is Thursday, April 27, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. in the Training Room, 7300 Building, King County Airport, Boeing Field.  
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