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Healthy Families and Communities Task Force

Meeting Summary – November 18, 2005


Task Force Members Present:
Task Force Members Absent:


Mayor Kathy Keolker-Wheeler, Co-Chair
Deputy Mayor Phil Noble

Councilmember Larry Gossett, Co-Chair
Glenn Gregory

Councilmember Bob Ferguson
Rev. Dr. James Kubal-Komoto

Terry Mark
Josephine Tamayo Murray

Terri Kimball
Daniel Gandara

David Okimoto

Patricia McInturff


Councilmember Tom Rasmussen

   Pastor Marillyn Schultz Rothermel


Laura Wells

Rabbi Zari Weiss


Sandra Madrid

Welcome/Introductions

Co-chair Kathy Keolker-Wheeler called the meeting to order.  The HFC members introduced themselves.  Suzanne Little provided staff assistance to the committee since Maritza Rivera is on maternity leave.  

Public Comments 

No one requested an opportunity to speak during the open comment period.   

Proposed changes to the agenda

None  

Approval of meeting summary for September 23, 2005

Action:  The meeting summary for October 18, 2005 was approved as submitted.

Discussion:  Passage of the Veterans and Regional Human Services Levy   
Co-Chair Larry Gossett gave an overview of the Veterans and Regional Human Services Levy approved by King County voters in November’s elections.  Co-Chair Gossett believes passage of this levy is a step in the right direction for human services in the county and for the remaining work of the HFC.  Analysis of the outcome of this vote will help us learn lessons about how we might enhance our resource support in the future.

Co-Chair Gossett informed the HFC members that the framework for administration of the levy is currently being established and he hopes that the oversight boards will be seated by the end of March.   It is still open as to what the funding priorities will be.  

The levy creates two citizen advisory boards, a veterans and a regional human services board, to review and report to King County on how the funds are expended.

There was discussion of the overwhelming success of the levy passage (over 57% approved) with a small campaign.  It was noted that an expensive public education campaign may not be necessary for passage of a future levy.

Presentation:  

Financing Needed for Unmet Regional Human Services and Financing Options for New Dedicated Source of Revenue


Chris Haugen, Economist


King County Office of Management and Budget

Mr. Haugen gave an overview of the data in determining the un-met human services need in the county.  He explained that although the accuracy of the individual program-area numbers cannot be assured because of the difficulty in collecting this type of data, the overall larger-scope figures are within a reasonable range. 

Mr. Haugen reminded HFC members that the figures represent only those regional functions that are not being met.  So for instance, with meals, the figure only accounts for transporting meals not the actual food.  

Mr. Haugen outlined known upcoming levy measures that will be on the ballot in the next couple of years.  He explained the financing difference between a tax increase with and without a lid lift.  He informed members that a lid lift allows the citizenry to tax itself at more than 1% growth per year + new construction @ 2%.  Mr. Haugen also clarified that a levy cannot be a multiple-year increasing levy without having the vote occur in the primary or general elections.

Co-Chair Keolker-Wheeler asked HFC members to consider whether to move forward with a ballot measure that would be comprehensive or targeted and what size tax would be most acceptable to voters.

It was agreed that there seems to be a greater interest than thought in public support of human services needs.  It was mentioned that we need to do better communicating to the public about results we achieve in expenditure of tax funds for human services.  

There was consensus that we need to carefully communicate that the number is not the “fix” for every human services need.  Staff was directed to draft a narrative for the next meeting that would explain that the funds being pursued in a ballot measure by the HFC would help obtain the un-met human services need agreed upon by a county-wide partnership rather than all the un-met human services need in the county i.e., an HFC ballot measure would go toward addressing the left-hand column of services identified in the report of the Task Force of Regional Human Services.

The financing needed to fund the un-met regional human services identified by the RPC (the left-hand column of services) was estimated to be $78.3 million.  The group achieved consensus that the Veterans and Human Services Levy money, i.e. the $13.5 million be subtracted from this total and that the remaining amount, $65 million be the figure to be addressed by either a comprehensive levy or a series of targeted levy to be determined at a later date by the HFC.
Review and Approve: Updated Healthy Families and Communities Work Plan

Staff explained that the amendments in the Work Plan only reflect the changes to-date and do not materially change the direction or scope of work for the future.

The HFC approved the Updated Work Plan and the Updated Work Plan Summary.

Closing 

There being no other business, Co-Chair Keolker-Wheeler adjourned the meeting.  The next meeting of the HFC is Friday, December 16, 2005, at 8:30 a.m. in the Training Room, 7300 Building, King County International Airport/Boeing Field.   
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