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August 18, 2005

RE:
Preparing for Pandemic Flu in King County

Dear 
Recent reports have brought the growing danger of a pandemic flu into sharp focus: at last count, 109 humans have been infected with avian flu, with 55 deaths (as of 7/27/05), and over 140 million chickens have died a consequence of avian flu. Other mammals, such as pigs and tigers have been infected and died, and there is evidence that migratory birds are taking the disease beyond Southeast Asia. 

This spread of avian flu is just one step removed from a pandemic flu, where the virus mutates into a new form of human flu that would spread easily from person-to-person. Infecting humans at a rapid rate, it would likely cause widespread illness and death within a matter of months, and could last up to two years. 

This concern is global is scope, and local in impact. 
The CDC predicts that that as much as 25% to 30% of the United States population could be affected by a pandemic. In King County, we could see over 2500 deaths and 450,000 outpatient visits in the first six weeks of a pandemic.
Undoubtedly, a pandemic flu would be disruptive and costly to business: 

· Up to 35% of the workforce could be affected at any given time

· The economic impact in the United States could reach $166.5 billion

· Containment measures, such as isolating ill people, quarantining their contacts, closing schools and other establishments and canceling events, may need to be implemented to minimize disease spread

A local perspective on these challenges for the business community were highlighted in a July 15th Puget Sound Business Journal article, which we have enclosed for your review.

If our community is to be prepared to respond to a pandemic flu outbreak, your input and engagement as a key business partner is essential.  Public Health is prepared to brief you and your staff on this issue and local planning efforts, provide technical assistance, and establish ongoing communication. 

In addition, the Mariners have offered to host a forum on this issue at Safeco Field later this fall.  This will be an opportunity to obtain the latest information on pandemic flu, share business continuity practices and plan together with community leaders to mitigate the effects of pandemic flu on the community.  

As follow up to this letter, Allene Mares, Regional Health Officer for Public Health –Seattle & King County, will be contacting you to arrange for a meeting.  Until then, we would invite you to visit our web site for more information on pandemic flu at http://www.metrokc.gov/health/prevcont/pandemic-flu.htm.

We appreciate this opportunity to work together on behalf of King County.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims




Dorothy Teeter

King County Executive                                   Interim Director and Health Officer 

            Public Health-Seattle & King County


