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Decision No. 05-002
Subject:  Multiple Shower Head/Body Spray Shower Drain Sizing
Code / Section:  2003 UPC Table 7-3
Decision.  Multiple showerheads and/or body sprays may necessitate increasing the trap and drain size to accommodate the gallons per minute (gpm) flow. The following table provides recommended trap sizing and fixture unit equivalents for the purpose of sizing the drainage system.

	Number of Showerheads/Body Spays
	Minimum Trap Size (inches)
	Drainage Fixture Units

	1-2
	2
	2

	3-4
	2
	8

	5-6
	3
	12

	7-8
	3
	16

	9-10
	3
	20

	11-12
	4
	24

	13-14
	4
	28

	15-16
	4
	32

	17-18
	4
	36


For installations that do not conform to the above table, the maximum gpm flow rates as specified by the manufacturer of the fixture fitting and showerhead/body spray may be used. When using the manufacturer’s specifications, the size of the trap and drain shall be determined by gpm flow rates as follows:

	Pipe Diameter (inches)
	Gallons Per Minute (gpm)

	2
	12.39

	3
	25.83

	4
	55.61


Background.
This sizing information is based on some code change proposals that were presented at the national code development process for inclusion in the 2006 edition of International Residential Code (IRC) and was approved by the IRC Code Change Committee in February 2005.

