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Decision. Air admittance valves (AAV) are approved for use subject to the following conditions:
1. General. Individual- and branch-type AAV’s shall conform to ASSE 1051.

2. Installation. AAV’s shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of this policy and the manufacturer’s installation instructions. The AAV shall be rated in accordance with the standard for the size of vent to which the valve is connected. AAV’s shall be installed after the drain, waste and vent testing required in Section 712.0 of the Uniform Plumbing Code.
3. Where permitted. Individual and branch vents shall be permitted to terminate with a connection to an AAV. AAV’s shall only vent fixtures that are on the same floor level and connect to a horizontal branch drain.

4. Relief vent. A relief vent is not required on horizontal branch drains which connect to the drainage stack or building drain within four (4) branch intervals (stories) from the top of the stack. All other horizontal branch drains shall be provided with a relief vent that shall extend outdoors to the open air or shall connect to a vent stack or stack vent that terminates outdoors to the open air. The relief vent shall connect to the horizontal branch drain between the stack or building drain and the most downstream fixture drain connected to the horizontal branch drain. The relief vent shall be at least ½ the diameter of the drain served, but in no case less that 1 ¼-inch in diameter, and shall be installed in accordance with Section 905.0 of the Uniform Plumbing Code and the length limitations of Table 7-5 of the Uniform Plumbing Code. The relief vent shall be permitted to serve as a vent for other fixtures. (See #9 below)
5. Location. The AAV shall be located a minimum of four (4) inches above the branch drain or trap arm being vented. The AAV shall be located within the maximum developed length permitted for the vent in accordance with Table 7-5 of the Uniform Plumbing Code. The AAV shall be installed a minimum of six (6) inches above insulation material.
6. Access and ventilation. Access shall be provided to all AAV’s. The valve shall be located within a ventilated space that allows air to enter the valve. For the purpose of this approval, the space within a bathroom type or kitchen type cabinet with access doors shall be constituted a ventilated space.
7. Aggregate cross-sectional area venting required. The use of AAV’s does not exempt compliance with the aggregate cross-sectional area venting provisions of the Uniform Plumbing Code.
8. Prohibited installations. AAV’s shall not be installed in nonneutralized special waste systems as described in Chapter 8 of the Uniform Plumbing Code unless specifically approved for such use by the manufacturer. AAV’s shall not be located in spaces utilized as supply or return air plenums. AAV’s shall not be used for venting a sump or ejector pump without written approval of the AAV manufacturer.

9. Prior approval required. Installations that require relief vents are subject to prior approval. A review of drawings may be required at the discretion of the Chief Plumbing Inspector or Senior Plumbing Inspector.
Background.  This policy conforms to Section 917 of the 2003 International Plumbing Code and has been modified to meet the intent of Chapter 9 of the 2003 Uniform Plumbing Code. This approval supercedes any previous approvals by Seattle/King County Public Health.
