
Greg Babinski, MA, GISP
King County GIS Marketing & Business Development Manager
URISA Past-President

Nicole Franklin
King County Information Technology, Diversity & Inclusion Manager

King County GIS User Group Meeting
Seattle, WA, December 5, 2018



Greg: Four plus decades thinking about geography and ESJ – from 
King County, to Detroit, via URISA, and back

Nicole: GIS for ESJ related performance management at King County

Thanks also to:
• Prof. Mark Salling, Ph.D., GISP, Cleveland State University
• Prof. Verónica N. Vélez, Ph.D., Western Washington University

A few threads in the progress of geography and 
GIS as tools for issues related to Equity and 

Social Justice
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King County was established December 22, 1852, and named 
for William R. King, a slaveholder from Alabama, who had been 
elected U.S. Vice President just a few weeks earlier. 









1961 Seattle 
Samuel B. McKinney, pastor of Mount 
Zion Baptist Church in the Central 
District invited his college friend Martin 
Luther King Jr. to the city in 1961; King 
came for three nights, November 8–11. On 
his agenda:
• University of Washington’s Meany Hall 
• Garfield High School
• Eagles Auditorium





Dr. Edgar M. Horwood
Professor of Civil Engineering and Urban Planning
University of Washington School of Engineering
URISA Founder

Professor Horwood’s simple but disruptive 
question to the U.S. Census Bureau in 1962:

“Can you let me have the 1960 census data for 
the U.S. on digital tape?’



August 28, 1963
Dr. Edgar Horwood of the University 
of Washington convened the first 
URISA Conference in Los Angeles

URISA emanated from a conference held on August 28, 1963 
on the campus of the University of Southern California, 
organized by Edgar Horwood and attended by 48 people to 
trade information on developments in regional information 
systems. This was billed as the 'First Annual Conference on 
Urban Planning Information Systems and Programs.' At the 
1966 Berkeley Conference, attendees approved a constitution 
establishing the Urban and Regional Information Systems 
Association (URISA).

Horwood provided intellectual leadership toward building an 
interdisciplinary association and served as a constructive 
critic in the development of ethical practices in the emerging 
area of applying information systems technology to urban and 
regional applications. 



Dr. Martin Luther King delivers his ‘I 
have a dream’ speech during the March 
on Washington, D.C.

August 28, 1963



William Bunge
Assistant Professor of 

Geography at Wayne State 
University, Detroit, Michigan 

from 1962-1969

1955 MA Geography – University of Wisconsin
1960 PhD Geography – University of Washington
1960-1961 – Iowa State University - Fired
1962 Publishes Theoretical Geography

August 28, 1963



William Bunge
Theoretical Geography
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1962-1969 Assistant Professor, Wayne 
State University, Detroit
1966 Gerrymandering, Geography & 
Grouping 
1966 Theoretical Geography (Rev)
1969 First Year of the Detroit 
Geographical Expedition
1969 Atlas of Love and Hate
1971 Fitzgerald: Geography of a 
Revolution
1988 The Nuclear War Atlas

William Bunge
Wayne State University & After



Detroit
Housing Discrimination
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Detroit
1967 Insurrection, Riot, Revolution



William Bunge
Detroit Geographical Expedition
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William Bunge
The Nuclear War Atlas



William Bunge



URISA 
Public Participation GIS

GIS&T Body of Knowledge
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Aboriginal Mapping 
Network 

Public Participation GIS



URISA 
GIS Code of Ethics



GIS Moral Imperative
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Our Equity and Social Justice Strategies



Our Pro-Equity Policy Agendas and Regional Equity Collaboratives





Our Pro-Equity Policy Agendas 
Performance Management plan:

• Invest upstream where the needs are greatest
• A regional collaboration
• Tell our stories
• Engagement is the key



#GISPro2018#CalGIS2018

Dr. Martin 
Luther King

Prof. Edgar 
Horwood

William Bunge

Nicole, KCGIS, 
Greg, you?



Contact Information

Greg Babinski, MA, GISP
Marketing & Business Development Manager
King County GIS Center
King County IT Regional Services
201 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
P: 206-477-4402
E: greg.babinski@kingcounty.gov
T: @gbabinski
W: www.kingcounty.gov/ gis

URISA Past-President
GIS Management Institute Founding Chair
W: www.urisa.org/ gmi

mailto:greg.babinski@kingcounty.gov
http://www.kingcounty.gov/gis
http://www.urisa.org/gmi
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