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Nature’s Best Engineers are
Allies in Climate Change Adaptation

The Lens of the Beaver

Beavers are not a panacea for adapting to climate change, but they are a critical and
necessary part. In his book Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and Why They
Matter, Ben Goldfarb writes: “Beavers, the animal that doubles as an ecosystem, are
ecological and hydrological Swiss Army knives, capable, in the right circumstances, of
tackling just about any landscape-scale problem you might confront. Trying to mitigate
floods or improve water quality? There’s a beaver for that. Hoping to capture more water
for agriculture in the face of climate change? Add a beaver. Concerned about
sedimentation, salmon populations, wildfire? Take two families of beaver and check back
in a year.” We have been saying for some time now that we need to see the world
through the lens of climate change. Now it's time to approach climate change planning
through the lens of the beaver.

Jen Vanderhoof, Senior Ecologist, King County Department of Natural Resources
and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division, Science and Technical Support Section.

Contact: jennifervanderhoof@kingcounty.gov; 206-477-4840.
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Beavers-and-Climate-Change Resources

The following resources were written to address using beavers for restoration
purposes to help adapt to and mitigate for the effects of climate change.
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Beaver resources

Beaver activity and climate benefits of beavers will vary depending on geographic
location. Beaver activity also may impact nearby landowners in ways they don’t always
appreciate. It’s therefore important to be thoughtful about where you encourage beaver
activity as well as messaging to anyone who might be affected. The website
www.kingcounty.gov/beavers provides beaver FAQs, resources to help coexist with
beavers, technical information on beaver biology, life history, and the environmental
benefits beaver provide, and laws and policies related to beaver management in
Washington State.
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