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Executive Recommended

Department of Development and Environmental Services

Summary
This is a proposal to change the land use designation and zoning for a 29.9-acre parcel (tax lot #  3625069023) that is part of the 600-acre Soaring Eagle Park.  The purpose of the land use change is to include this 29.9 acre portion of soaring Eagle Park within the Urban Growth Area and Potential Annexation Area of the City of Sammamish.  This will allow the City to annex the subject property and develop it with an active recreation city park.
Background

The ownership of this property is being transferred from King County to the City of Sammamish.  There will be an interlocal agreement related to this park transfer that will call for this property to be kept in park use in perpetuity.
Applicable Countywide Planning Policies:

FW-1

STEP 9
Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies may be developed by the Growth Management Planning Council or its successor, or by the Metropolitan King County Council, as provided in this policy.  Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies, not including amendments to the Urban Growth Area pursuant to Step 7 and 8 b and c above, shall be subject to ratification by at least 30 percent of the city and County governments representing 70 percent of the population in King County.  Adoption and ratification of this policy shall constitute an amendment to the May 27, 1992 interlocal agreement among King County, the City of Seattle, and the suburban cities and towns in King County for the Growth Management Planning Council of King County.

CC-11
All jurisdictions shall work cooperatively to ensure parks and open spaces are provided as development and redevelopment occurs.

Applicable King County Comprehensive Plan Policies:
	U-104
	Rural properties that are immediately adjacent to a city and are planned or designated for park purposes by that city may be redesignated to urban when the city has committed to designate the property in perpetuity in a form satisfactory to the King County Council for park purposes and:

	
	a.
	The property is no more than 30 acres in size and was acquired by the city prior to 1994; or

	
	b.
	The property is no more than 30 acres in size and receives county support through a park or recreation facility transfer agreement between King County and a city; or

	
	c.
	The property is or was formerly a King County park and is being or has been transferred to a city.


Analysis:
This is not request for additional development capacity and there is no justification for redesignating this study area as Urban based on a need for additional residential development capacity. There is sufficient development capacity within the existing Urban Growth Area.
In this case a public benefit, a city park, will result by adding the study area to the Urban Area.  There will be no added development capacity as a result of this amendment.  The Urban designation allows municipal annexation and extension of public sewers to the park to serve the restrooms.
Conclusion:

The ownership of the 29.9 acre property is being transferred to the City of Sammamish, subject to a park transfer agreement.  When the city has committed that this land will remain a park in perpetuity, the proposal to change the land use designation from rural to Urban will fully comply with Policy U-104.
.  
Executive Staff Recommendation:
Amend the King County Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map designation for tax lot # 3625069023 from Rural to Urban.  The “Other Parks / Wilderness” land use designation is appropriate until the property is annexed.
Amend the zoning for tax lot # 3625069023 from RA-5 to Urban Reserve with conditions (UR -P).   The P-Suffix condition is:  Use of the site is limited to parks and park facilities only.
Update the Interim Potential Annexation Area Map to include the subject property in the City Sammamish Potential Annexation Area
