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The Ordinances are necessary because youth have a hard 
time understanding their constitutional rights. 

• Adolescent brain science

• Miranda is confusing

• Knowing whether you can
refuse police request to 
search is confusing



The Ordinance:

1. Police may not subject 
youth to questioning after 
administering Miranda
warnings.

2. Police may not ask youth 
to consent to the search of 
their body, property, 
abodes, or vehicles -



--- WITHOUT  PROVIDING ACCESS TO LEGAL COUNSEL.



How to reach a 
public defender….

DPD provides on-call attorney services 24 
hours/seven days a week.
Please call 206-477-8899



Applies to SPD and 
KCSO (including 
contract cities)

• Ordinance went into effect on 9/20/20 for SPD 
• Ordinance went into effect on 9/11/20 for KCSO 

(including contract cities)



What the Ordinance does not do: 
• Does not apply when officers want to ask questions during, for example,  

“Terry stops” or welfare checks.
• Does not stop officers from questioning youth if they reasonably believe 

the information sought is necessary to protect life from an imminent 
threat.

• “The provisions …. Do not apply to questioning after an officer issues a Miranda
warning, if:

• The officer who issued the warning reasonably believes the information sought is necessary 
to protect life from an imminent threat;

• Delay to allow legal consultation by phone would hamper the protection of life from an 
imminent threat; and

• The questioning is limited to matters reasonably expected to obtain information necessary to 
protect life from an imminent threat.”

• Does not require the exclusion of any evidence in court.



If officers believe questioning without legal 
consultation is necessary to protect life from an 
imminent threat, need to document the following-



What the Ordinance does do:  

• Provides youth with access to a public defender 
before a youth can be asked to waive a 
constitutional right 

• “After the youth has consulted with legal 
counsel, the youth may advise, have a parent 
or guardian advise, or direct legal counsel to 
advise, the officer as to whether the youth 
chooses to assert a constitutional right. Any 
assertion of rights by the youth via legal 
counsel shall be treated by an officer as 
though it came from the youth.”



End of presentation

• Questions?
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