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Responsible 
Recycling Task 
Force

Meeting #7 – October 26, 2018
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Agenda
• 10:00 – 10:05: Welcome & Introduction 

(Julie Colehour)

• 10:05 – 10:35: Technologies: Renewlogy & Chemical 
Recycling 
(Priyanka Bakaya)

• 10:35 – 11:05: Recycling Systems: Oregon’s Beverage 
Recycling Cooperative & BottleDrop Program
(Cherilyn Bertges)

• 11:05 – 11:15: October 26 Recommendation
(Julie Colehour)

• 11:15 – 11:55: Recommendations Review
(Julie Colehour)

• 11:55 – 12:00: Wrap Up & Next Steps
(Julie Colehour)
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Task Force Goals
• Short Term Goal: To help identify near-, mid- and long-term actions 

in response to reduction in export markets for mixed recyclable 
materials due to China National Sword policies.

• Longer Term Goal: To help establish commitment across the region 
to responsible recycling and domestic sorting/processing of 
curbside recyclables.

• Outcomes: Prepare a report with actionable items and 
recommendations for future action by all; if possible, develop 
interim tools for communications and other topics that are more 
immediately available.

• Role of Task Force: Not to make decisions, rather to learn about the 
problem, understand activities that are being implemented 
elsewhere and opportunities for change.  They will provide 
guidance on next steps that will be brought back to county advisory 
committees and decision makers. 
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Revisit Previous Meetings
• Approve 9/19 Meeting Minutes
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Technologies: Renewlogy & 
Chemical Recycling

Priyanka Bakaya
Renewlogy Founder & CEO









Incineratio
n

Landfill













A Cooperative 
Approach

Cherilyn Bertges
Bott leDrop Give Program Manager
Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative
CBertges@obrc.com
October 26, 2018

Oregon’s 
Bottle Bill



Brief History of the Oregon Bottle Bill
1971
Signed into Law 

2009 
Bottled water + brand acceptance

2011- 2020  
BottleDrop Redemption Center 
statewide rollout

2017
Increase to 10 cents

2018
Expansion includes energy drinks, teas, 
coffees, and juice.



• 1.3 billion containers/year

• 108 Members

• 400 Oregon employees

• Eight processing plants

• Budget $34+ million

• Builder and Operator of 
BottleDrop 

• Partner in ORPET 

• ZERO taxpayer dollars

Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative 

• 2,600+/- Retail collection 
points



Our flagship:



Indoor, clean and fast!



Hand Count



Self Serve



BottleDrop Account
“Green Bag” Program



10 Cents Sparked Huge Demand



Expansion

Volume









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ9H7x5l_pE




Measurements of Success







 Average increase in 
volume of 20% over 
grocery store 
redemption.

 More than 60% of containers 
coming through 24 
BottleDrop Centers & 16 
Express locations.

 300,000 BottleDrop 
Accounts before 
2019.



Private Sector Efficiency

Vertical Integration

 In-state

Clean Stream



To Find Out 
More Visit…
www.BottleDropCenters.com

www.OBRC.com

http://www.bottledropcenters.com/
http://www.obrc.com/
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Draft October 26 Recommendation

• Review suggested recommendation:

• Topic: Building Local Resiliency 

• Recommendation: Recycling should support the local economy and 
build resiliency in the system by prioritizing local sorting and 
reprocessing services which, in turn, will create local jobs, minimize 
greenhouse gases from transportation, and increase the ability to 
document and measure real recycling. 
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Finalized Recommendations: Review

Meeting RRTF Recommendation Term
Responsible Recycling 
Framework Relevance

#1: Task Force 
Kick-off (4/30/18)

The region should make a commitment to responsible recycling 
and domestic sorting/processing of curbside recyclables.

Overarching 
All Framework 

Elements

#2: What’s in the 
bin? (6/1/18)

All regional curbside programs should remove plastic bags and 
shredded paper from the blue bin.

Short-Term

Quality vs. quantity

Regional Policy 
Alignment

Harmonized Messaging 

#3: Contracts, 
Waivers & 
Surcharges 
(6/18/18)

The region should have a coordinated and consistent approach to 
waivers.

Short-Term

Regional Policy 
Alignment

Recycling is Not Free
Harmonized Messaging
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Recommendations Under Review
Meeting Original Recommendation Proposed Revision Term

RR Framework 
Relevance

#4: Domestic 
Processing 
Infrastructure 
(7/18/18)

Local governments and their 
service providers should prioritize 
that sorting and processing take 
place domestically, in the United 
States and Canada, to ensure that 
the materials generated for use as 
feedstock in new products are 
clean and suitable for 
remanufacture. If there are no 
sorting and/or processing facilities 
located domestically, the next 
priority should be in countries that 
are members of the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) that have 
worker health and safety and 
environmental regulations 
comparable to those in the US and 
Canada. 

Efforts should be made to protect worker health, safety 
and the environment from negative impacts that result 
from the sorting and reprocessing of recycled materials 
generated in the region. This can be done through 
contractual and policy decisions that mandate that 
materials only go to facilities that meet worker health 
and safety and environmental standards
Definitions:
• Sorting: taking mixed recyclable materials and 

separating them into specific commodities that can 
be sent to a processor. For the commingled recycling 
system, sorting takes place at a Materials Recovery 
Facility.

• Processing/Processor: transforming a material into a 
new material or feedstock. For example, a paper bale 
is turned into pulp for sale to the paper 
manufacturer or a plastic PET bale is turned into 
plastic pellets or flakes for sale to the plastic product 
manufacturers. 

• Domestic: The United States or Canada.

Mid-
term

Domestic 
Processing and 

Markets

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.oecd.org/about/membersandpartners/list-oecd-member-countries.htm&data=02|01|Lisa.Sepanski@kingcounty.gov|83f1638becd348aab56f08d618ed3ee3|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|636723804574380548&sdata=VUxk0a18CtbSmKBmED1fJoDqTQxawZgApt9d4k3Velo%3D&reserved=0
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Recommendations Under Review
Meeting Original Recommendation Proposed Revision Term

RR Framework 
Relevance

#5: Working 
with 
Producers 
(8/24/18)

Recycle BC’s province wide, coordinated 
program is worth studying in further 
detail, specifically to understand how a 
statewide, systems approach might be 
applicable to our operating environment 
here in the Northwest.

Washington State should include a 
product stewardship policy approach as 
a key component to creating a 
responsible recycling system in 
Washington.

Mid-term 

Regional Policy 
Alignment

Recycling is Not Free

Quality vs. Quantity

#5: Working 
with 
Producers 
(8/24/18)

Engaging producers in recycling solutions 
is recommended in order to achieve a 
system of sustainable and responsible 
recycling.

The region should engage producers in 
recycling solutions in order to achieve a 
system of sustainable and responsible 
recycling.
Definitions:
• Region: means in Washington and 

Oregon state.

Mid-Term

Quality vs. quantity

Regional Policy 
Alignment

Harmonized 
Messaging 

#6: Policy 
Approaches 
in Support of 
Responsible 
Recycling
(9/19/18)

The region should continue to evaluate 
and put forth local and statewide policy 
and legislation that is consistent with 
helping establish a responsible recycling 
system. 

The region should support local and 
statewide policy and legislation that is 
consistent with helping establish a 
responsible recycling system.
Definitions:
• Region: means in Washington and 

Oregon state.

Mid-term

Regional Policy 
Alignment

Demand for Recycled 
Feedstock

Recycling is Not Free
Domestic Processing 

and Markets
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• Action items and next steps
• Final outcome report draft

• Next meeting: 
Date: November 15, 10:00am – 12:00pm
Location: Bothell City Hall, 18415 101st Ave NE, Bothell, WA 98011
Parking: Parking is available in the garage, on the streets surround City 
Hall, and in the nearby neighborhoods
Room: Council Chambers Room

Wrap Up & Next Steps



41

Date Topics Covered
April 30 Task Force Introduction; Responsible Recycling Framework
June 1 What’s in the Bin?

June 18 Contracts, Waivers, Surcharges 
July 18 Domestic Processing Infrastructure: Fiber & Plastics
August 24 Working with Producers

September 19 Policy Approaches in Support of Responsible Recycling

October 26 Recycling Systems and New Technologies

November 15 Creating Demand; Recommendations and Final Outcome Draft Review

December 14 Final Outcome Document Review

Future Meeting Schedule
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