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Responsible 
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Force

Meeting #5 – August 24, 2018
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Agenda
• 9:00 – 9:30: Welcome & Introduction 

(Julie Colehour)

• 9:30 – 10:15: Recycle BC Overview & Framework
(Tamara Burns)

• 10:15 – 10:55: National and Private Sector 
Sustainable Packaging Efforts
(Nina Goodrich)

• 10:55 – 11:00: Wrap Up & Next Steps
(Julie Colehour)
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Task Force Goals
• Short Term Goal: To help identify near-, mid- and long-term actions 

in response to reduction in export markets for mixed recyclable 
materials due to China National Sword policies.

• Longer Term Goal: To help establish commitment across the region 
to responsible recycling and domestic sorting/processing of 
curbside recyclables.

• Outcomes: Prepare a report with actionable items and 
recommendations for future action by all; if possible, develop 
interim tools for communications and other topics that are more 
immediately available.

• Role of Task Force: Not to make decisions, rather to learn about the 
problem, understand activities that are being implemented 
elsewhere and opportunities for change.  They will provide 
guidance on next steps that will be brought back to county advisory 
committees and decision makers. 
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Recommendations Review

Meeting RRTF Recommendation
Responsible Recycling 
Framework Relevance

#1: Task Force Kick-off 
(4/30/18)

The region should make a commitment to responsible 
recycling and domestic sorting/processing of curbside 
recyclables.

Overall Responsible 
Recycling Framework

#2: What’s in the bin? 
(6/1/18)

All regional curbside programs should remove plastic 
bags and shredded paper from the blue bin.

Quality vs. quantity

#3: Contracts, Waivers 
& Surcharges 
(6/18/18)

The region should have a coordinated and consistent 
approach to waivers.

Regional policy alignment
Recycling is not free

#4: Domestic Processing 
Infrastructure 
(7/18/18)

Domestic sorting and processing should be the priority 
in order to create market ready bales.

Domestic processing and 
markets
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Updates from previous meetings
• July 18 Meeting Minutes approved

• Communications Consortium update
• Draft toolkit delivered August 15
• Includes social media posts and images for Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram
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Recycle BC Overview and 
Framework

Tamara Burns
VP Supply Chain, Recycle BC
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National and Private Sector 
Sustainable Packaging Efforts

Nina Goodrich
Executive Director, Sustainable Packaging Coalition



Today’s Presentation

• Introduction to SPC

• How the How2Recycle on-pack 
label is educating Brands and 
Consumers

• Key considerations for the 
future of recycling
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OPTIMIZATION

Can be measured multiple ways 
(weight, damage reduction, 
shelf-life, carbon, water etc.)

MATERIAL 
HEALTH

SOURCING
Certified, recycled and 

bio-based

RECOVERY



Design for Recycling

Consumer 
EngagementEnd Markets Reprocessing Sortation Collection 

Design
For 

Recycling

Design
for 

Recycle 
content

Creating Demand

Creating Supply



How2Recycle: ®

Cleaning up what 
goes in the cart



What is 
How2Recycle?





How might we motivate & help brands to 
better understand packaging sustainability 
and design for recycling?

How might we empower consumers to 
know how to recycle?



How does 
How2Recycle 

define 
recyclability?



“A product or package should not be marketed as recyclable unless it can 
be collected, separated, or otherwise recovered from the waste stream 

through an established recycling program for reuse or use in 
manufacturing or assembling another item.” 

Emphasis added. Federal Trade Commission’s Green Guides § 260.12 (Guides for the Use of 
Environmental Marketing Claims, pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, Title 16 Part 260).



Collection Sortation Reprocessing End Markets
How does it 

all fit 
together?

+ + + +



How2Recycle is designed with the consumer in mind.



It’s a smarter label system.



How does 
How2Recycle help 

recyclers?







Store 
Drop-Off



Not Yet Recycled







67%
Of people assume 
that packaging 
ISN’T recyclable if 
they don’t see a 
claim on the 
package.
Carton Council, 2016



Behavior change



82%
Of people learn 
from How2Recycle.

Survey at how2recycle.info, 2018. 
Report available for download at 
brandfolder.com/how2recycle



How does 
How2Recycle 

determine 
recyclability for 

specific packages?



53% 30%

7%
9% 



How2Recycle is also helping 
improve packaging design.

Brands want to know how to 
measure and improve.





Since last October, How2Recycle 
has made over 8600 specific 
design recommendations to its 
members to improve packaging 
recyclability.





Key considerations 
for the future of recycling



• The traditional mix no longer exists and will continue to 
change - we need to look to the future mix

• The food industry is rapidly converting to flexible packaging

• Dual corporate goals of recyclability and low carbon 
footprint

What is wrong with a “back to basics” program



Cost of Collection and Processing 
• MRF processing costs have increased to over $90/ton
• High contamination and low commodity prices do not 

cover processing costs

Material reprocessing is also not free and the resulting product 
often has a difficult time competing with virgin materials

Recycling is not free



What is circularity for plastics?

Mechanical 
Recycling

Chemical 
Recycling

Bottle
Film

Film
Decking

Intermediates
Fuels ?

Fabric





Thank you

nina.goodrich@greenblue.org
@GreenBlueOrg GreenBlue GreenBlue 
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• Action items, recommendations & take-aways

• Next meeting: “Recycling Systems” and Policy Approaches
Date: September 19, 10:00am – 12:00pm
Location: WSRA Conference Room, 635 Andover Pkwy, Tukwila WA
Parking: Free parking in outside parking lot and surrounding areas
Room: Suite 105

• November & December meetings added:
• November 15 @ Bothell City Hall (10 – 12pm)
• December 14 @ King Street Center

Wrap Up & Next Steps



68

Date Topics Covered
April 30 Task Force Introduction; Responsible Recycling Framework
June 1 What’s in the Bin?

June 18 Contracts, Waivers, Surcharges 
July 18 Domestic Processing Infrastructure: Fiber & Plastics
August 24 Working with Producers

September 19 “Recycling Systems” and Policy Approaches
• Policy and Legislation

October 26 Possible focus on Markets & Follow Ups

November 15 Review Recommendations & Next Steps
December 14 Final Outcome Document Review

Future Meeting Schedule
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