
King County Pandemic Community Advisory Group 
May 28, 2020 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

AGENDA

1. Welcome 

2. Controlling the spread of COVID-19 in King County: What barriers are you seeing?
What help is needed? 

A conversation with Dr. Jeff Duchin, Health Officer, Public Health-Seattle & King County, 
and Dr. Meagan Kay, Medical Epidemiologist, Public Health-Seattle & King County 

Stay informed!  Subscribe to www.kingcounty.gov/covid

http://www.kingcounty.gov/covid


Where do we stand today in King County?
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• COVID-19 is spreading slower than before, thanks to our collective efforts 

• But it continues to spread every day

 Within households 
 Essential workers / workplaces
 Long-term care and healthcare settings
 Community transmission (??)
 Other congregate settings

• Systemic inequities are playing out in COVID-19 disease 
 Black/African-American, Latinx, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and 

American Indian/Alaska Native communities



What will it take to safely reopen and move to Phase 2 
in King County?
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Key indicators to inform decisions

• COVID-19 disease activity
• Hospitalizations, deaths, ease of spread (Re)

• Testing capacity:
• Are we testing enough people to detect most cases?
• Are we testing quickly enough?  

• Health care system readiness
• Available beds
• Percent of beds filled with COVID-19 cases

New dashboard of Key Indicators at 
www.kingcounty.gov/covid 

King County is 
currently in Phase 1 



How do we gradually increase activity while preventing 
a resurgence? 
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It’s a balancing act – and additional efforts are needed to help us maintain that 
balance as we re-open: 

- Availability of testing – and use of it at the first sign of symptoms

- Safe and rapid isolation of people who are infected 

- Rapid identification and quarantine of household members and other close 
contacts of COVID-19 cases (workplace)

- Clear guidance on safety measures for businesses, workplaces,
and organized activities - that is easy to understand and follow

PLUS – continued physical distancing, avoiding crowded places, regular 
handwashing and use of hand sanitizer, disinfecting frequently touched surfaces, 
and use of face coverings in public.  



What barriers are you seeing to controlling the spread of 
COVID-19 in your community?  What would help remove 
them?
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• What’s getting in the way of testing for people with symptoms?

• What barriers are you seeing related to support for isolation and quarantine?

• What barriers are businesses, workplaces, and workers experiencing – or will they 
experience – as they work to follow the safety measures and guidance?

• Other barriers? 



• Survey link – share more about the barriers you see, and ideas for addressing them:  
https://survey.us.confirmit.com/wix/p988595900000.aspx

• Additional thoughts or questions after the meeting?  Please contact Janna or Matias. 

• Thank you for all your continued efforts to fight COVID-19 and support our community.

-------------------------

Advisory Group Contacts: 

Janna Wilson  janna.wilson@kingcounty.gov (206) 263-8281

Matias Valenzuela   matias.valenzuela@kingcounty.gov (206) 263-8697 

Thank You and Closing Notes  
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