
King County Pandemic Community Advisory Group 
June 11, 2020 10:30 – 11:30 

AGENDA

1. Welcome 10:30 – 10:35

2. Face coverings distribution: an update from Calli Knight 10:35 – 10:45

3. Safe Start Phase 2 10:45 – 10:55
- Kirsten Wysen, Public Health-Seattle & King County

4. Reflections from the Community Health Board Coalition 10:55 – 11:05
- Advisory Group members Robin Narruhn, PhD and Yordanos Teferi, Esq.

5. Racism is a public health crisis 11:05 – 11:30

Coming soon – we’re switching to Zoom!  Watch for a 
change in the meeting invite soon.  



Face coverings updates 
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Distribution of additional face coverings

An update from Calli Knight, King County’s Deputy Director of External Relations, on distribution of 
additional face coverings.    CKnight@kingcounty.gov

Three tips to add face coverings to your routine

There are some exceptions and valid reasons why people may
not wear one, but everyone who is able should wear a face
covering to get the most possible community protection.

But starting new habits can be tough. So Public Health
recently published this blog post to help you out.

More at:  www.kingcounty.gov/masks

mailto:CKnight@kingcounty.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://publichealthinsider.com/2020/05/28/not-everyone-needs-to-wear-a-face-covering-but-why/&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|a2b52067bff942b5735708d80c1c9b65|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637272664303943647&sdata=ezkKeMNXDJt8vpYhH8aj7gLqvFZEbueCu6jjeVwtlMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://publichealthinsider.com/2020/06/08/3-tips-to-add-face-coverings-to-your-routine/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/masks


Safe Start: King County Phase 2 Re-opening Application 
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• Potential application from King County to Washington State Department 
of Health for Phase 2 in near future

• King County is currently in “modified Phase 1”

• Public Health continues to monitor key COVID-19 indicators very closely

• It’s critically important for all of us to do our part and redouble our 
efforts to control the virus as we reopen! 

Reactions, concerns, questions? 

https://publichealthinsider.com/2020/06/05/coming-together-and-still-staying-apart-preventing-an-increase-in-covid-19-as-reopening-begins/


Community Health Board Coalition

June 11, 2020

Robin Narruhn PhD 

Yordanos Teferi Esq. 



Community Health Board Coalition 

14 Black, Indigenous, People of Color, Health Boards (established in 2017) 

Mission: To advocate for equitable policies & systems by collaborating effectively, 

building leadership and serving as conduits for our communities.

Vision:

 Healthy Communities/Thriving Communities

 Equitable Systems

 Holistic Care

 Equitable Systems

 Holistic Care

Values

 Respect for all Cultures & Communities
 Integrity
 Effective Collaboration
 Collective Leadership
 Community Resilience
 Holistic Health
 Equity



CHBC Priorities 

Area 1: Support actionable race, ethnicity and language data 
collection

Area 2: Establish anti-racist health care protocols

Area 3: Invest resources and build relationships (with stakeholders) 



We would like to collaborate with the Pandemic 

Community Advisory Group to review the community-

based participatory budget and engage in a fruitful 

discussion to this end.

We also ask that this group work with us in advocating for 

the improvement of the growing health disparities in our 

community that COVID-19 has merely worsened.

Questions? 

Thank you!



Racism is a public health crisis
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Public Health and King County Executive: Racism is a public health crisis and commit 
to action.  

• Racism is a root cause of health inequities and a crisis

• This is not a new crisis:  King County is complicit, based on white supremacy, commit 
to working side-by-side with anti-racist organizations, across sectors:  healthcare, 
housing, education, justice systems, earning power, access to jobs, and beyond

• Dismantle white supremacy, center on Black, Indigenous People and People of Color  

• The pandemic is a new crisis

“There’s nothing new under the sun but there are new suns.”  Octavia E. Butler, Parable of the Trickster 



Public Health-Seattle & King County’s commitment to action 
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Central to this commitment is:

- Investing and resourcing communities and partnering on solutions

- Co-creating solutions

- Working across sectors 

Pandemic Community Advisory Group:

As a cross sector group of leaders who has been engaged with each 
other, Public Health and King County on COVID-19 and its 
disproportionate impacts, in what ways might this table play a role 
to disrupt both the coronavirus and the virus of racism, and lay the 
foundation for a healthier, more equitable future?  



Pandemic Community Advisory Group:  reminder of our initial, near-
term role we articulated in early March 2020
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Help share accurate information and messages about recommended steps to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 – within your own organization, to other institutions and organizations 
in your sector, and with the public.

Inform us and each other of opportunities, successes, and barriers to implementing 
recommended and required measures.

Join us in helping prevent, interrupt, and respond to misinformation and stigma.



Pandemic Community Advisory Group: Current Membership

• African Americans Reach & Teach Health

• Alliance of People with disAbilities

• Aging and Disability Services

• American Indian Health Commission for WA State

• Asian Counseling and Referral Service

• Casa Latina

• Center for Multicultural Health

• Child Care Resources

• City of Seattle

• Church Council of Greater Seattle

• Community Health Board Coalition

• COVID-19 Community Response Alliance

• Downtown Emergency Service Center

• Eastside Human Service Planners

• Eastside Refugee and Immigrant Coalition

• Entre Hermanos

• Housing Development Consortium

• King County Housing Authority

• King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission

• King County Library System

• King County Metro Transit

• Martin Luther King Labor Council

• Microsoft

• Open Doors for Multicultural Families

• Port of Seattle

• Puget Sound Educational Service District

• Rainier Valley Midwives

• Seahawks

• Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & the Business Health Trust

• Seattle Housing Authority

• Seattle Indian Health Board

• Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness

• SEIU- 1199NW

• Sound Cities Association

• South King County Human Service Planners

• South King Council on Human Services

• United Way of King County

• University of Washington

• Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle

• WA State Department of Health

• Washington Bus

• White Center Community Development Association



Recommended: Learn more about COVID-19 and health inequities
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http://www.dialogue4health.org/web-forums/detail/covid-19-and-the-impact-on-
communities-of-color182?mc_cid=59bbb64aac&mc_eid=f990926523

Trust for American’s Health/Dialogue4Health Web Forum Archive (aired on May 20, 2020)

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, communities of color already faced systemic barriers to health and well-being. People of color 
disproportionately have higher rates of many chronic conditions—which are associated with the social determinants of health—and are 
over-represented in low-wage, front-line jobs designated as essential workers in this pandemic. Sponsored by PHI partner Trust for 
America's Health and recorded last month, this Dialogue4Health Web Forum highlights COVID's disproportionate impact on communities 
of color, and the short- and long-term efforts needed to address these inequities.

http://www.dialogue4health.org/web-forums/detail/covid-19-and-the-impact-on-communities-of-color182?mc_cid=59bbb64aac&mc_eid=f990926523


Recommended: Learn more about “targeted universalism”
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Targeted universalism means setting universal goals pursued by targeted processes to achieve those goals. 
Within a targeted universalism framework, universal goals are established for all groups concerned. The 
strategies developed to achieve those goals are targeted, based upon how different groups are situated within 
structures, culture, and across geographies to obtain the universal goal.

Learn at: https://belonging.berkeley.edu/targeteduniversalism

Watch this short video about targeted universalism

https://belonging.berkeley.edu/targeteduniversalism


For Reference: 
Additional COVID-19 Updates & Resources

Pandemic Community Advisory Group staff contacts:

Janna Wilson   janna.wilson@kingcounty.gov
Matias Valenzuela  matias.valenzuela@kingcounty.gov

mailto:janna.wilson@kingcounty.gov
mailto:matias.valenzuela@kingcounty.gov


New Grant Opportunity – King County Office of Equity and Social 
Justice COVID-19 Community Response Fund
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• Sharing a new Funding Opportunity:   https://kingcounty.gov/equity

• Extended!   Applications close at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. June 23, 2020 at 11:59PM

• On May 5, the King County Council approved a second emergency supplemental budget proposed by Executive Dow Constantine to 
provide additional resources related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Included in the legislation is $1 million for the Office of Equity and 
Social Justice (OESJ) to expand funding for the COVID-19 Community Response Fund.

• First launched in March 2020 in response to immediate effects of the local outbreak, the COVID-19 Community Response Fund invested 
$800K in grant awards to community-based organizations providing health literacy and awareness, language access, anti-bias and 
stigma response, and outreach in communities located near isolation, quarantine, and recovery facilities.

• As the pandemic has progressed, we understand more about its effects and the disproportionate impact it inflicts on communities of 
color. OESJ will continue to prioritize funding to partners working with communities at the highest risk of immediate and long-term 
negative health, social and economic impacts.

• Grants of up to $25,000 will be awarded to organizations based on the priorities defined in the Overview & Criteria for Community 
Responses Fund document.

• Click here to download the Community Response Fund Application Form..  Available 
in: Chinese, English, French, Hindi, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese

https://kingcounty.gov/equity
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/elected/executive/equity-social-justice/2020/COVID-19/OverviewCriteriaforCommunityReponseFund.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/elected/executive/equity-social-justice/2020/COVID-19/Application_for_Community_Response_Fund.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/Expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-CH.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/Expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/Expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-FR.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-HI.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-KO.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/Expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-SP.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-TG.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/languages/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/expanded-med-coverage-undocumented-residents-VI.ashx


Testing Updates www.kingcounty.gov/covid/testing
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Free testing is available in King County regardless of immigration status. Find a testing site near you.

Who should get tested for COVID-19?

• Anyone with these symptoms should contact a healthcare provider or a testing site to discuss the need for 
testing:
 Fever or chills
 Cough
 Shortness of breath, difficulty breathing
 Fatigue
 Muscle or body aches, headache
 Loss of taste or smell
 Sore throat
 Congestion or runny nose
 Nausea or vomiting
 Diarrhea

• Anyone who has had close contact for more than 15 minutes with someone who has the virus.
If you think you have COVID-19 or have been exposed to someone who does, STAY AWAY FROM OTHERS AND 
GET TESTED.

http://www.kingcounty.gov/covid/testing
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/care/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/community-health-center-testing-locations.ashx


Expanded free COVID-19 testing in South King County
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• Find information about expanded South King County testing – both ongoing and special events – here.  

• June 13 and 14: free drive-through COVID-19 testing and essential supplies (e.g. diapers, toiletries) will be 
available in Renton and Federal Way.

• King County is partnering with local community organizations and Ms. Tina Knowles Lawson’s 
#IDIDMYPART campaign and Beyoncé’s BeyGood for this launch event.

• For more information: https://ididmypartkingcounty.com/

https://publichealthinsider.com/2020/06/10/expanded-free-covid-19-testing-in-south-king-county/
https://ididmypartkingcounty.com/


SCAN resumes COVID-19 testing 
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Details on the Public Health Insider blog:  https://publichealthinsider.com/2020/06/10/greater-
seattle-coronavirus-assessment-network-scan-resumes-covid-19-testing/

• On June 10, the greater Seattle Coronavirus Assessment Network (SCAN) will resume testing of 
home-based, self-collected samples for COVID-19

• This follows a pause beginning on May 12th, after the Food & Drug Administration (FDA) clarified 
their guidance for home-based, self-collected samples to test for COVID-19. 

• SCAN will continue to inform King County’s health response, while dedicating additional testing 
resources to at-risk and under-represented groups. 

• New SCAN participants are invited to enroll at https://scanpublichealth.org/. Please note 

that daily enrollment is limited.

https://publichealthinsider.com/2020/06/10/greater-seattle-coronavirus-assessment-network-scan-resumes-covid-19-testing/
https://scanpublichealth.org/


COVID-19 Call Centers

 King County Novel Coronavirus Call Center,
206-477-3977 8 AM – 7 PM daily

 King County COVID-19 Business and Community Information Line 
For non-medical questions, including compliance and business-related
206-296-1608 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM  Monday-Friday  

 Washington State Novel Coronavirus Call Center, 
800-525-0127 and press #.  6 AM – 10 PM daily

The operators are able to connect with a third-party interpreter. Ask for an interpreter by saying the 
language you need.
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• Subscribe to Public Health's website:  www.kingcounty.gov/covid

• Subscribe to the Public Health blog:  www.publichealthinsider.com

• Anti-stigma resources: www.kingcounty.gov/ncov/anti-stigma

• Information on face coverings:  www.kingcounty.gov/masks

• Information about COVID-19 testing: www.kingcounty.gov/testing

• Follow us on social media @KCPubHealth  Facebook, Insta, and Twitter

• Healthier Here COVID-19 Resource Hub: www.healthierhere.org/covid

• WA State Dept of Health:  www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus

• WA State: https://www.coronavirus.wa.gov/

Important Resources to Stay Informed on COVID-19 
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about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.kingcounty.gov/masks
http://www.kingcounty.gov/testing
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.facebook.com/KCPubHealth/&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|862e88f28d6d4e88610d08d7f3b392b2|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637245824941062170&sdata=Meemb52fGbxSxL620DIkiId9Y8quFZLgp%2BtNEkw%2BTfA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.instagram.com/kcpubhealth/&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|862e88f28d6d4e88610d08d7f3b392b2|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637245824941062170&sdata=gs1g4sst5K1hP/zp0KThl2CAy2OHLjNzz05DWbGP6MI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/KCPubHealth&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|862e88f28d6d4e88610d08d7f3b392b2|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637245824941072164&sdata=r4ayy3lrwxPP4mmJi1fsvWRbHBsKDDpHAet7uuBwIK0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.healthierhere.org/covid
about:blank
https://www.coronavirus.wa.gov/


More ways to stay connected
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Community Partners Call 

• Every Monday 4:00 – 4:45 p.m.

• Email phpartnerships@kingcounty.gov to receive Zoom call-in information

• Hosted by the Community Mitigation Branch’s Community and Faith-based Task Force 

COVID-19 Homelessness Response 

• Email covidhomelessnessresponse@kingcounty.gov to be added to list serve and get information on 
calls, webinars, and resources.

• Visit www.kingcounty.gov/hch for up to date information

City of Seattle Department of Neighborhoods COVID-19 Community Webinars

• Visit:   https://frontporch.seattle.gov/2020/03/24/get-connected-to-our-weekly-covid-19-
community-webinars/

mailto:phpartnerships@kingcounty.gov
mailto:covidhomelessnessresponse@kingcounty.gov
http://www.kingcounty.gov/hch
https://frontporch.seattle.gov/2020/03/24/get-connected-to-our-weekly-covid-19-community-webinars/


More ways to stay connected
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Weekly Covid-19 webinar for Spanish-speaking community
• A conversation between community members and Public Health-

Seattle & King County. 
Facilitated by Giselle Zapata-Garcia and Penny Lara.

• Every Tuesday, 5:30 – 6:30 PM (until Sept. 1)
• For more info follow https://www.facebook.com/CondadodeKing

Looking for a speaker about COVID-19?
• Contact Debra Baker – Speakers Bureau Task Force Lead: 

Debra.Baker@kingcounty.gov
• Where possible please give us 48 hours notice of webinar 

presentations

https://www.facebook.com/CondadodeKing
mailto:Debra.Baker@kingcounty.gov

