
King County Pandemic Community Advisory Group 
July 9, 2020 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

AGENDA

1. Welcome and agenda review 9:30 – 9:35

2. Introductions (during introductions, we suggest using gallery view and please consider turning on your video!) 9:35 – 9:45

3. Participation guidelines 9:45 – 9:50 

4. Background: Commitments to pro-equity strategies in the King County budget  9:50 – 10:00

5. Budget input Part 1:  COVID-19 emergency funding (2020) 10:00 – 10:40

- Relief fund sources, Council policy direction, and allocation of funds to date
- Small group discussion: what would you propose for the next round of COVID-19 relief funds, and why?
- Sharing out  

6. Budget input Part 2:  2021-2022 biennial budget 10:40 – 11:20

- Discuss potential strategies and priorities for 2021-2022 

7. Closing thoughts 11:20 – 11:30

Need technical help during the meeting?  In the Zoom Chat, click the down arrow next to “Everyone” and a list of 
all participants will appear.  Click on Janna Wilson or Steve Stamper to message us privately.  You should see 
(Privately) appear in red next to Janna or Steve’s name.  



Participation guidelines – let’s create safe and inclusive conversations
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• Be present – bring your full attention to the process and listen deeply.

• Try on new ideas and perspectives – remember, “try on” is not the same as “take on.”

• It’s OK to disagree – avoid discounting or judging the beliefs and views of others.

• Check out assumptions – do not assume you know what is meant by a particular 
communication, especially when it triggers you

• Step up, step back - if you are a person who shares easily, leave space for others to 
step into.  If you are a person who doesn’t speak often, consider stepping forward and 
sharing your wisdom. 

• Practice both/and thinking  - making room for more than one idea at a time means 
appreciating and valuing multiple realities. 

• Intent is different than impact – both are important.  It is also important to own our 
ability to have a negative impact in another person’s life despite our best intention.

Based on guidelines by Laurin Mayeno and Elena Featherston, 2006, adapted from VISIONS, Inc
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King County Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan 

Major features:

Lead with racial justice

Six goal areas – we implement pro-equity practices in major 
functions of government where we can effect change:

 Leadership, operations, & services

 Plans, policies & budgets

 Communication & education

 Community partnerships

 Workplace & workforce

 Facility & system improvements

Pro-equity policy agenda

Regional collaborative on equity

www.kingcounty.gov/equity

Budget-related strategies:

Ensure budget instructions and 
decisions support upstream 
investments 

Explore and pilot a participatory 
budgeting process

County advocacy at the State results in 
a more equitable funding structure for 
services most needed by residents 



State and Federal COVID funding
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$TBD FEMA funds for 
emergency response

$262M Coronavirus 
Relief Funds for a 

variety of response and 
economic relief 

purposes

$243M in CARES Act 
funding for Metro 

Transit

$4.3M in Community 
Development Block 

Grants and Emergency 
Solutions Grants (DCHS)

$21M in other CARES 
Act funds, dedicated to 

agencies such as the 
Airport and Elections

$16M in state and local 
foundation funding for 
Public Health and DCHS

Various restrictions on the use of these funds. Most must be spent in 2020.

Budget input Part 1: COVID-19 Emergency Funding 



Policy Direction 
from County 
Council

The King County Council passed Motion 15638 in May which 
outlines the county's priorities for allocation of the 
coronavirus relief fund.

◦ The highest priority is significant investment in public 
health and making sure the county's public health 
response is ready for a potential second wave in 2020.

◦ The county's priorities for allocation of the coronavirus 
relief fund and certain other CARES Act funding above and 
beyond amounts needed for its direct emergency response 
should be allocated accordingly, and are:

◦ Food security and access.  

◦ Housing stability and homelessness services.  

◦ Economic recovery. 

◦ Mental health, behavioral health, safety and security programs.  

5



6

Coronavirus Relief Fund (2020)
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Appropriated or Reserved as of June 2020 Examples of Community Support include

◦ Food security and grant program

◦ Rental assistance and tenant legal aid

◦ COVID-19 related mental health services

◦ Public health violence reduction 
outreach

◦ Domestic violence response

◦ Digital equity program

◦ Face coverings

◦ Office of Equity and Social Justice  
Community Support and Outreach
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• About $40 million in CARES Act funding

• Executive intends to submit proposal to King County Council in
mid-August 2020

Small group breakout discussion: 

- You’ll be split into breakout rooms of about 4 people each

- Reflect on:    What needs are you seeing?  What would you propose for the use 
of this next round of CARES Act funding, and why?

- Each person share for about 2 minutes

Coronavirus Relief Fund – Next Phase



2021-2022 Biennial Budget Discussion
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Use of General Fund (where there is more flexibility)
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2021-2022 Biennial Budget
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Discussion: 

• Where do you see opportunities to better align the budget toward King 
County’s True North?

• Where might the County divest, reinvest, or reprioritize? 

• True North: Making King County a welcoming community where every 
person can thrive 

• Racism declared a public health crisis 

• Major budget challenges and pandemic uncertainty



For Reference: 

COVID-19 Updates & Resources

Pandemic Community Advisory Group staff contacts:

Janna Wilson   janna.wilson@kingcounty.gov
Matias Valenzuela  matias.valenzuela@kingcounty.gov

mailto:janna.wilson@kingcounty.gov
mailto:matias.valenzuela@kingcounty.gov


COVID-19 cases continue rising in King County 
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Current situation: 

• The effective reproductive number (Re) for King County is now at 1.4 (target is 
below 1).  This means the outbreak is growing.  See the latest key indicators. 

• Cases among young people ages 20-40 are rising sharply. While younger people 
are typically at lower risk for serious complications, there are still many young 
people who are at high risk because of other health conditions.

• Older adults and others with underlying medical conditions remain at high risk 
for severe COVID-19 disease. Stay home and avoid unnecessary contact with 
others.  

Thank you for being Ambassadors!

• Recording of the July 1 COVID-19 Emergency Community Discussion is linked 
here.

• We depend on each other to prevent COVID-19.  Feel free to utilize these 
graphics and other materials: COVID Graphics & Posters for Download www.kingcounty.gov/covid/testing

Stay away from others while 
awaiting test results, even in your 
household as much as possible. 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/key-indicators.aspx
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/iYO4nsVK91s&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|0457ca618b434cc9578208d81eb407d0|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637293105852108823&sdata=hOhX7GbTwz1J8hEcGOmYTRptKDQF7/ywmlkWTq%2BPoJg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://publichealthinsider.com/graphics-and-posters/&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|0457ca618b434cc9578208d81eb407d0|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637293105852108823&sdata=41UC/W3O37eRgS8QJpqJtmJWs/il/Pi2tWz%2BkuzS6J8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.kingcounty.gov/covid/testing


Three statewide face cover orders are now in place
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• A requirement for employers to provide appropriate face coverings or masks to all employees
who don’t work alone.

• A Department of Health statewide order directing all individuals to wear a face covering in any indoor public 
setting or when outdoors and unable to maintain 6 feet of physical distance from others. (effective June 26).

• A governor’s order directing businesses to require and enforce the use of face coverings by all customers or 
visitors. (Effective July 7 - guidance for businesses is here).

Exemptions:  There are some exemptions to the DOH order, including people with certain disabilities or health 
conditions, people who are deaf or hard of hearing, and children under the age of 2. (Officials encourage use of a 
face covering by children ages 3-5 if possible. Children 5 and older must wear a face covering.)

Additional Q&A is available at the state Department of Health. If you’re an employer and have questions about the 
separate order regarding face coverings for employees, visit the state Department of Labor & Industries common 
questions page.

From:  https://coronavirus.wa.gov/information-for/you-and-your-family/face-masks-or-cloth-face-covering

https://lni.wa.gov/agency/outreach/coronavirus-covid-19-worker-face-covering-and-mask-requirements-questions
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/Secretary_of_Health_Order_20-03_Statewide_Face_Coverings.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/Overview of mask order_July7.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/ResourcesandRecommendations/ClothFaceCoveringsandMasks/ClothFaceCoveringsandMasksFAQ
https://www.lni.wa.gov/agency/outreach/coronavirus-covid-19-worker-face-covering-and-mask-requirements-questions
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/information-for/you-and-your-family/face-masks-or-cloth-face-covering


CDC has updated the list of who is at increased risk 
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Based on a detailed review of available evidence to date, CDC has updated and expanded the list of who is at 
increased risk for getting severely ill from COVID-19.

• CDC has removed the specific age threshold from the older adult classification. CDC now warns that among 
adults, risk increases steadily as you age, and it’s not just those over the age of 65 who are at increased risk for 
severe illness.

• CDC also updated the list of underlying medical conditions that increase risk of severe COVID-19 illness. 
 Chronic kidney disease
 COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease)
 Obesity (BMI of 30 or higher)
 Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from solid organ transplant
 Serious heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or cardiomyopathies
 Sickle cell disease
 Type 2 diabetes
These changes increase the number of people who fall into higher risk groups.

• CDC also clarified the list of other conditions that might increase a person’s risk of severe illness, including 
additions such as asthma, high blood pressure, neurologic conditions such as dementia, cerebrovascular disease 
such as stroke, and pregnancy.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


Ways to stay connected
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Weekly Covid-19 webinar for Spanish-speaking community
• A conversation between community members and Public Health-Seattle & King 

County.   Facilitated by Giselle Zapata-Garcia and Penny Lara.
• Every Tuesday, 5:30 – 6:30 PM 
• For more info follow https://www.facebook.com/CondadodeKing
• Join Zoom Meeting

https://kingcounty.zoom.us/j/95001879122
Meeting ID: 950 0187 9122
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,95001879122# US (Tacoma)
+13462487799,,95001879122# US (Houston)

Looking for a speaker about COVID-19?
• Contact Debra Baker – Speakers Bureau Task Force Lead: 

Debra.Baker@kingcounty.gov
• Where possible please give us 48 hours notice of webinar presentations
• More at:  https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-

19/support/presentation-requests.aspx

https://www.facebook.com/CondadodeKing
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://kingcounty.zoom.us/j/95001879122&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|aef2c599ca2444c1cb2d08d81d2bd0c0|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637291421302708394&sdata=L28WuZxTeMbVEQKE1rO%2B7E5aaAcPzEO5gpTxIAvrc9s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Debra.Baker@kingcounty.gov
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/support/presentation-requests.aspx


Ways to stay connected
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Community Partners Call 

• Every Monday 4:00 – 4:45 p.m.

• Email phpartnerships@kingcounty.gov to receive Zoom call-in information

• Hosted by the Community Mitigation Group’s Community and Faith-based Task Force 

COVID-19 Homelessness Response 

• Email covidhomelessnessresponse@kingcounty.gov to be added to list serve and get information on 
calls, webinars, and resources.

• Visit www.kingcounty.gov/hch for up to date information

City of Seattle Department of Neighborhoods COVID-19 Community Webinars

• Visit:   https://frontporch.seattle.gov/2020/03/24/get-connected-to-our-weekly-covid-19-
community-webinars/

mailto:phpartnerships@kingcounty.gov
mailto:covidhomelessnessresponse@kingcounty.gov
http://www.kingcounty.gov/hch
https://frontporch.seattle.gov/2020/03/24/get-connected-to-our-weekly-covid-19-community-webinars/


• Subscribe to Public Health's website:  www.kingcounty.gov/covid

• Subscribe to the Public Health blog:  www.publichealthinsider.com

• Anti-stigma resources: www.kingcounty.gov/ncov/anti-stigma

• King County COVID-19 data dashboards:  www.kingcounty.gov/covid/data

• Information on face coverings:  www.kingcounty.gov/masks

• Information about COVID-19 testing: www.kingcounty.gov/covid/testing

• Follow us on social media @KCPubHealth  Facebook, Insta, and Twitter

• Healthier Here COVID-19 Resource Hub: www.healthierhere.org/covid

• WA State Dept of Health:  www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus

• WA State: https://www.coronavirus.wa.gov/

Important Resources to Stay Informed on COVID-19 
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about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.kingcounty.gov/covid/data
http://www.kingcounty.gov/masks
http://www.kingcounty.gov/covid/testing
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.facebook.com/KCPubHealth/&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|862e88f28d6d4e88610d08d7f3b392b2|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637245824941062170&sdata=Meemb52fGbxSxL620DIkiId9Y8quFZLgp%2BtNEkw%2BTfA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.instagram.com/kcpubhealth/&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|862e88f28d6d4e88610d08d7f3b392b2|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637245824941062170&sdata=gs1g4sst5K1hP/zp0KThl2CAy2OHLjNzz05DWbGP6MI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/KCPubHealth&data=02|01|Janna.Wilson@kingcounty.gov|862e88f28d6d4e88610d08d7f3b392b2|bae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7|0|0|637245824941072164&sdata=r4ayy3lrwxPP4mmJi1fsvWRbHBsKDDpHAet7uuBwIK0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.healthierhere.org/covid
about:blank
https://www.coronavirus.wa.gov/

