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BCCHP COLON CARE ALGORITHM 
This algorithm does not replace clinical judgment in particular cases. 

There may be exceptions which should be discussed with BCCHP staff. 
DOH 342-089 January 2013 
 
 

AVERAGE RISK:  No Family or Personal History of colon cancer or polyps 
(Start screening at age 50) 

No previous 
screening 

Screen by FOBT/FIT 

Previous colonoscopy screening 

10 or more 
yrs ago 

Screen by 
FOBT/FIT 
 

Less than 
10 yrs ago 
 

Do not 
screen 

INCREASED RISK:  Family history colon cancer or polyps in first degree relative <60 
OR 2 or more first degree relatives at any age 

(Start screening at 40 or 10 years prior to relative’s age at diagnosis whichever is earlier) 

No previous screening Previous colonoscopy  
Result = negative  

Screening colonoscopy 

Previous colonoscopy  
Result = polyp/s 

Get screening interval from 
previous report 

Family history: 
1st degree 
relative >60 OR 
≥ 2 second 
degree relatives 
diagnosed with 
colon cancer 
(Start at age 40) 

Screen by 
FOBT/FIT 

INCREASED RISK: Personal history: 
    Colon cancer       Polyps 

Get interval from previous report 
Surveillance colonoscopy 

 
 

Colonoscopy Result 

Previous FOBT/FIT  

> 1 year ago 

Negative 

How long ago? 

Polyp/s 

How long ago? 

Get surveillance interval 
from previous report 

Surveillance colonoscopy 

Get surveillance interval 
from previous report Less than 

5 yrs ago 
 

5 or more 
yrs ago 


