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What about the Northern Notch?

Land-use debate involves developers, nelghbors city and county

By KRIS HILL
The Reporter

Barry Anderson and his sons,
Brandon and Barry Jr., want
to put up some shops on the
property their development
consulting firm, BranBar LLC,
owns along State Route 18.

They have a number of
hurdles to clear before they
can build, though, including
the opposition of neighbor-
ing property owners'like John
Ball, who would rather the
land remain rural, untouched
by commercial development.

First, though, BranBar needs
to get the zoning changed for
what is known as Covington’s
Northern Notch or Jenkins
Creek Notch (the creek runs
through it) from rural residen-
tial to urban. _

“When they zoned it (in the
1960s), they said people will
eventually get there because
it’s next to a state highway,”
Barry Anderson said. “If it's
in the county or the. city, it
doesn’t change one
Their re51dent1al property
stays the same.”

This chunk of land — of

which the Andersons own
about 52 .acres — covers

272 acres in unincorporated’

King: County, according to
the county’s Department of
Design and Environmental
Services (DDES).

The property is nearly sur-
rounded by the city of Cov-
ington, said the city’s plan-

ning manager, Richard Hart. -

It is bounded by SR-18 and

Southeast_ Wax Road to the

-iota.’

| COMMENT"_.': .

south and north, with 180th

Avenue Southeast along the -
‘western side.

If the zoning is changed as
part of the county’s compre-

‘hensive plan update — the
plan is the county’s blueprint -
“ for development and is updat-

ed with zoning changes every
four years — then Covington
will have the opportunity to
annex it.

“It is identified in our 20-year
comprehensive plan adopted -
in 2004 as a PAA. (Planned:
Annexation Area),” Hart:said.’
“This means within the neéxt-
16 years, the Northern Notch'

should be annexed to the city
for future growth. But first the

- the opposition or concurrence

_sidered for the comprehensive

county must agree it is the cor-
rect time to reclassify the land
from rural to urban and added
to the (urban growth area) be-
fore that can happen.”

If and when the county does
change the zoning that would
allow for more intense de-
velopment to occur, the city
would prepare a sub-area plan
and proposed zoning designa-
tions and uses, Hart said. '

Next, the city would propose
the land be annexed. “That
process usually takes 12 to
24 months, depending upon

with the proposed annexation
from residents,” Hart said.

In order to get the zoning
changed by the county, Barry An-
derson put in a request through -
County Councilman Reagan
Dunn for the change to be con-
sidered during the 2008 county
comprehensive plan update.

Neil Strege, Dunn’s chief of
staff, said that his staff putin a
number of requests to be con-
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plan update.

See LAND USE, page 22
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