
* riri 
r, I r i. f rr, r, ålf, -t^lJ

' 
# í, T' -1,'i ;il,? 3 ll il,L

''i. t fiLiUþ¡TY
' .l\" \'Ê

::. i,: I

.l ,/ t 1974

c I

(l



TO THE SUPERIOR C()URT OF KING COUNTY

ANI{UAt REPORT

1973

iH

we are pleased to submit this record of chanç, progress and innovation for 1g73.

BOARD OF MANAGERS

KING COUNTY JUVENILE DEPARTMENT

1211 East Alder

Seattle,Washington 98122

(206) 323-9500

I

I

I

I

I

CONTENTS

TO THE BOARD OF MANAGERS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Tributes to the late Judge William G. Long and the recently retired
department director Carl B. Erickson.

WHAT WE DO
Basic role of the juvenile department and why it is not enough.

JUVENILE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE

BUT IT'S EVERYBODY'S COURT
The juvenile problem is a community problem and help is in demand.

A PLACE TO GO
Background on the new community-based Youth Service Bureaus.

NEEDED: FOSTER CARE
A demonstration project proves the community is ready to provide
care to youth.

COUNSELING YOUTH
The Juvenile Court Conference Committee concept is spreading
throughout the country.

NO GRAY WALLS
Staff and volunteers are bringing new services and facitities to
department child care.

AMERICANS VOLUNTEER
The department volunteer'program is placing workers in all divisions;
175 volunteers are active each month.

A JOB HELPS
Jobs and training for probationers is a must.

THIS UNIOUE SCHOOL WORKS
The Transitional Education Center (TEC) is succeeding with severely
handicapped probationers.

THE LINES ARE OPEN
Public information and relations is drawing the juvenile department
and public closer together.

PLANNING TOMORROW
The department planning sect¡on is working five years into the future.

WHAT CAN WE DO?
Parents ask the question to which there is no easy answer.

Page

3

4

5

6

7

I

I

13

10

11

14

16

17

18

19

1 2

M

!
ru

STATIST¡CS 20



YOUTH SERVICE CENTERauptitoi couil 0F lHE 3lATt oF WA3Htl{cTO¡
rrrr ta.l^Lon,"irtr ¡ .rary,.¡..^,t "ot 

rtNG couNTY - JUvGrlL! oEpAi"llENT

To rhe r"."o ., n.ì.;;,äï.-" ;i:r;fi;;:rr
T¡relve monentous.months have passed s
ffH;U.ü;Í!H*Í;,lj;ñËå.;,î ;lffi ,äi, lil.,tåäît;"1"ll1,,.:ilH:l
Our pþslcal plant conünues to make Iyear ln expanded

*.mni,íî;ir¡:1*j"{{',:':!ffi tHrl;i.l;;;iiliffi ;$ili{rit,,
Pllp the year measures were taken to
äËffi¡;i f;;ij:i rong rinõeìË,fiejilg#: l,i.;;å:lj'ålllîil,i!0", *"
ü1r;¿irr:';i;r.il.Ílr'iülfr !äfr "ï't*dl;ïiiï¡ïïil 

jä:ilit*fl

fi#ffifid;iil[iïriffi î,liffi *,:*i:;dt¡;;.r,*
An evaluatlon of ü¡y iñã' Þrö;;; nih;uddffi |iili, ?i" :T. :fjj;;, :Li T, :ül %iïi.tï, a s s r s ted

ii¡içi;¡¡;ïüi.ïi..fipdffi i,i¡.iHlliîlidiiïitn:Éiiï:i,$n;
The deparûnent actl

rirfi'd:l-;:'.#iujiiiîíilïdËir,'iïtü ïÏ;ififf ti ¡:itii:, ::,exþnslon ór'iñä-iJ'ter parenr p"ogrã,i-;j|ïr:ffJjfippø uÉ an¿ ã ðoñcerte¿

l{e
flr 1974 an even bet ter year with our children _ as always - placed

ç'
Adnl nistrator of Court Seryices

Acknowledgements
It is fitting to pause here and acknowledge the pro-
found and untiring services rendered to the child-
ren of King County by two men whose careers
with the juvenile court spanned 40 years.

The honorable Judge.William G. Long of the King
County Superior Court assumed administration of
the court in the depression year of 1934, continu-
ing in that capacity until his retirement in 1964 at
which time the Superior Court created a Juvenile
Court Judges Committee, members of which served
the juvertile department on a rotating basis. Duiing
his years of endeavor Judge Long introduced far-
reaching reforms in the field of juvenile iustice and
as champion of children and conscience of the
citizenry was author of a memorable'statement
from the late '40s decrying the electoraie's approv-
al of a new monkey house for the zoo when a
juvenile facility was so badly needed. But Judge
Long was to see his dream Youth Service Center
become a reality in 1952.

Judge Long passed'away on January 4, 1974.

Carl B. Erickson joined the juvenilø court Ín 1941
and soon earned o reputatíon ôs ôn exceptional
probation office¡. Carl was recognized around
the notion for hís work ond wídely honored. He
bøccme Ch¡ef Probotion Officer ín 1g1g. One
of Carl's greatcst contributions to juvenile cff¿irs
was th¿ spearheoding of Juvenile Court Confer -
ence Committees in 1959. The lost few yeors his
steady hand on the controls was instrumental in
assuring th¿t " Forward Thrust " bond money for
juvenile fac¡l¡ties openød in1972wos wisely spent.

Corl Eríckson retired in Decembe¡,1g73
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But lt's
For several years "KCJC" (The acronym for King
County Juvenile Court persists) has published listi
9f.goa¡s which invariably fall into these categories:(1) lmprove the Court processing system and (Z)
seek out and develop community resources.

Within the first category are a multitude of con-
cerns. We need to speed up the court process from
impact to disposition, provide the best available
legal .rights protect¡on to the child and bring to
bear high quality professional knowledge in evalua-
ting his situation. And no child shouldbe detained
when other arrangements are possible.

Everybody's Court
The judicial area is under close scrutiny in a search
for better methods. Electronic recording of court
proceedings is being tried for training purposes and
ànalysis. I n the traffic violations department the
results of an in-depth traffic survey are as yet in-
conclusivè but imprôved means for processing
juvenile offenders will soon be determined' A full
icale data processing system feasibility study ¡s

underway. (More projects and studies are briefly
described elsewhere in this report.)

W¡th¡n the second category of published goals is a
vast array of existing and developing resõurces in
the community which enhance and fãcilitate court
activity and social work in general. Great attent¡on

has been given to finding the outside açncy and
individual ready and willing to help in overcoming
juvenile problems. ldentification and use ôf child
(and parent) guidance clinics, group and foster
homes, etc. is imperative to halt the tide of broken,
weakened homes and estrançd, confused children
who I aclcd i recti on, se lf-esteem and conf i dence.

The big need is for community-wide involvement.
People are responding to the call in encouraging
numbers.

This report is arranged to reflect the impact of
community involvement and community resources
on the juvenile department. lt's everybody's court

scHo0L FOSTER HOME
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A 1967 Presidential Commission recommended
that Youth Service Bureaus (YSBs) be established
to prevent juvenile delinquency and divert youths
from the juvenile justice system. Precise guides for
developing YSBs were not provided by the com-
mission, indeed, such guides would be difficult to
describe since YSBs around the county must ta¡lor
their organization and programs to meet local
conditions.

In Seattle and King County Youth Service Bureau
growth has been slower than in many areas of com-
parable size but shovrrs significant promise and
KCJC welcomes thejr appearance on the scene.
Not all of these federally-funded bureaus date from
federal legislation; many were previously estab-
lished as pr¡vate or semi-private youth serving
organizations that lived under uncerta¡n funding.

KCJC works closely with such YSBs as the INC
SPOT in Bothell and SYS (Shoreline Youth Ser-
vices). Child referrals to the court screening unit
whose cases do not ca¡l for adjudication (45% do
not) may in turn be referred to service bureaus in
their home communities for guidance and exposure
to an array of dwelopmental activities. A KCJC
consultant maintains contact with YSBs offering
suggestions on a case basis, clarifying KCJC inter-
vention and procedures, and assisting with coun-
seling.

At this writing there are seven YSBs in Seattle and
the county:

Bothell Shoreline
Kent-Auburn Federal Way
Mercer lsland Highline

Mt. Baker

;p:. ..
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Needed: Foster Care Counseling Youth
Where can delinquent and incorrigible children be
sent when they lack suitable homes and institution-
alization is not in order? Foster care in a stable
family or group situation is the best alternative.

More and more youngsters in recent years have
become alienated from those closest to them which
has placed a growing emphasis on the search for
foster homes and the development of competent
group homes. The child needs to find some semb-
lance of normal life to see him through critical
growing-up years with adults who care and are
more than parent figures cut from a child's copy
of a court order.

The Juvenile Court Committee of the Superior
Court requested in the summer of 1972 that a plan
be developed for increasing foster care resources
for delinquents and incorrigibles. After careful
planning the Southeast County Alternative Care
Demonstration Project commenced early in 1973.
A big question: Would the public open. its doors
and be willing to provide foster care?

Primary purpose of the project was to make avail-
able an increased number of in-lieu-of-detention
resources for children in the southeast portion of
King County. Development of additional receiving
homes for temporary child care was key to the pro-
ject. Other goals included improving services to
extant foster homes and group homes, increasing
community awareness, and coordinating meaning-
ful services and communications between açncies
in the southeast area. lt was hoped that the project,
when evaluated, would provide information help-
ful in determining more effective methods for
developing and maintaining alternative care re-
sources.

Efforts of KCJC foster home workers and other
staff achieved desired results in the dramatic in-
crease in the availability of receiving homes.
During the course of the project foster parents
were given expanded orientation and training.
A class ¡n foster parenting was introduced at Green
River Community College. KCJC staff engaçd,
organized and part¡c¡pated in meetings which
successfully encouraged closer working relation-
ships between schools, police and various social
service agencies which are now identifying and
solving problems of the younger generation in the
communities where they live.

$

I¿l

Over the years several communities undergoing
rapid economic growth accompanied by unrest
among some of their younger citizens have or-
ganized youth councils to discuss problems and
seek out ways for aiding this younger segment of
a dynamic society.

ln time a number of these local councilssaw the ad-
vantages in Juvenile Court Conference Committees.
They nominated. and screened prospective com-
mittee members and petitioned KCJC for orienta
tion, training and committee establishment.

The Juvenile Court Conference Committee, an
official arm of KCJC, has been a tra¡l blazer in the
march toward community involvement in the
juvenile justice system. Since the f¡rst comm¡ttee
was appointed in 1959, 29 more have been estab-
lished in nine areas of King County, and at this
writing 20 expressions of interest in committees
are in hand, not only from King County but from
as far away as New Jersey.

What is a conference commiftee? ln Auburn,
Bellevue, Highline, Northshore, Renton and other
communities, interested and dedicated individuals
join to counsel with youths headed for trouble.
The committee is built upon the solid base of the
youth council. Committee establishment is aided
by KCJC's coordinator and regularly assisted there-
after by a KCJC probation officer who serves as
consultant. Diversion of the child from the formal

299

CONFERENCE COI{HITTEES

cAsBs couNsELED, 1973
ÎVIÂL Ci\SE€: 1.¡t5¡l

(no. of
co@t t-
teer)

AAAAS ÂRE ÀRMNGED BY ORDÊR IN WHICH TIIEY RSTAALISI{ED CONFER-

ENCE COMltrmEEs. RENTON BEC^¡IE rM'OL\IED lN 1959' NE. SEATTLE

rN 1973.

juvenile justice system is the goal of these volun-
teer workers. Referrals to the committee come
from schools, law enforcement, KCJC and sources
throughout the local community.

KCJC's coord¡nator finds it difficult to live with
success for success has meant an ever increasing
workload of orientation meetings, conference
sessions and trouble-shooting.

With referrals up 73% from 1972, øterybody en-
gaged in committee work devotes more and more
of his or her free time. Four hundred thirty-seven
meet¡ngs lasting three to five hours dealt w¡th 1454
children and their families in 1973. Committees
met from one to six times per week.

ln all, 151 magnificent volunteers bled a little on
their own time, laughed and took pleasure in help-
ing their own and their neighbors' children.

For more iÑormation on committees, ¡nterested
readers may call the Juvenile Conference Com-
mittee Coordinator at 323-9500.

Æ.EA!
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No Gray Walls
Obviously, the Child Care function at KCJC is a
role we would sooner not play. No one would ob
ject if facilities for human incarceration could be
safely brushed aside, to become only a memory
represented by faded photos of gray walls in quiet
museums. But the millenium is not here and we
can only find means for the sensible and safe diver-
sion of youth while we provide the sanest deten-
tion center possible commensurate with security.

After almost two full years of occupancy our
newer facilities have proved a major success.
Continued progress, however, means alteration,
improvement.

ln 1973 a "Crisis Room" was located in the infirm-
ary, the project of our enerçtic volunteers from
amongst the Shoreline student nurces who lobbied
for it and provided backup data.

I

)

1

ü

Conversion of "Old Security" ¡nto three act¡v¡ty
rooms will help in the expansion of recreation
available to tntermediate and Senior Boys units
in the old section.

No gray walls here! The room is carpeted and
finished in appropriate pastel colors ideal for
working with children on drugs or the emotionally
disturbed. Proximity of infirmary services provides
essential support.

Also new in '73 is our dental clinic. The room was
completely furnished through volunteer contri-
butions. The services it makes possible are badly
needed as dental charts for children adm¡tted w¡ll
attest. Student dental hygienists on field place-
ment will continue with the department insuring
full usage of the facility.

We continue to welcome needed athlet¡c and other
equipment for the recreation and crafts program.

Brightening of all Child Care areas in accordance
with the Component Art Program presented to
KCJC by the King County Art Commision helps
to further soften the institutional look of the
Youth Service Center. These doit-yourself graphics
and wall murals give hundreds of children the op-
portunity to participate in an intensified art pro-
gram supervised by volunteers and staff.

The child care complex - and certainly it is a
"complex" with living units, food service,infirffiâfy,
school, craft rooms, gyffi, pool, library, etc. - is a
huge operation and maintenance problem. Normal
wear and tear and damage, malicious and acci-
dental, keeps the staff hopping. Contributions of
goods and services are invaluable. Seattle Public
Schools staffs our regular classrooms. Volunteer
program people work with the. children. The
county library system provides a library now gain-
ing a national reputation as one of the finest of its
type. A host of other firms, agencies, and
individuals help.

tfi!

ì
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Americans Volunteer
The tendency to volunteer is a way of life for so
many Americans that it may be regarded as a dis-
tinct and significant trait of our national character
and hardly matched in any other country.

At K¡ng County Juvenile Court 40,000 hours of
volunteer work were contributed to the cause by
young and old drawn from all corners of King
County and every stratum of society. The effort is
high tribute to the four coordinators of volunteers,
their supervisor and, of course, to the volunteers
themselves.

A major highlight of the year was the volunteer
conference, sponsored by King County Juvenile
Court and the PTA, designed to draw new people
to the volunteer program. The gathering at the
Pacific Science Center on September 14 heard de-
uils about juvenile court opportun¡t¡es. Four hun-
dred interested people (an impressive number for a
program of this kind) atterded the conference.

Visual symbol for volunteering is the pholo (see

coverl 6V a 1S-year-old volunteer, Bill Warren
Kuniholm. His work is indeed worth 1000 words.

A Law Enforcement Asistance Adminisiration
grant underuvrote the publication "How to Work
w¡th Volunteers". Prepared by the court volun-
teer staff, this booklet - for professionals employ-
ing volunteers r was widely distributed around the
county and nationally as well.

Audio visual training tapes depicting a chlld's pro
cesing within the juvenile iustice system were pro-
duced in cooperat¡on w¡th the Washington State
Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS).
These tapes were particularly helpful in orienting
to court systems and procedures the average of 167
volunteers active with the court in any month.

Volunteers perform a score of tasks. They trans-
port children; instruct in art, music, etc.; enterta¡n;
fulfill speaking engagements; do clerical work; pre-
pare publicity; raise funds; conduct tours; assist at
the ànnual open house; donate/locate medical
services; arrange recreat¡onal services; help find
jobs for children. ln addition they work as case

aides to probation officers and take on any chore
necessary to find more people like themselves.

HE [P
RTAt[Y!

Probation officen often request employment for
probationers as a way out of trouble and a way to-
ward'a happier future. Job experience provides
several possible benefits for a youth, including
earning his own spending money, demonstrating
responsibility and maturity, contributing earnings
toward family needs. learning skills and gaining
pract¡cal krÍowledç, developing a positive att¡tudb
toward work, and perhaps even establishing a
career direction. Getting a jqb and keeping it may
also enhance the young employee's sense of self-
worth, and it serves the major goal of rehabilitating
delinquents

However, jobs are often difficult to obtain. Reasons
include child labor statute restrictions, minimum
wage laws, transportation problems, union restrict-
tions in certa¡n trades, as well as occasional
employer resistance due to insurability problems.
Furthermore, a youth may not present himself
well to employers because of low self-esteem.
Finally, youths frequently lack skills or experience.

WAI{TED
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lnterested readers may call the volunteer supervisor
at 323-9500 for more information.
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We can increase employability to some extent by
giving Aptitude and lnterest Tests. These tests not
ónly-suggest directions for youths, they take some
of ihe 

-quess-work out of hiring for employers.
Another program which increases employability is
On-the-Job Training. Juvenile court fuhds can
pay initial fees to employers, when necessary, as

incentive to hire our probationers.

On-the-Job Training was initiated by the juvenile
court in March 1973 and has since become an
exciting addition to our regular job placement
efforts. An OJT plan may lead to regular employ-
ment ¡n an índustry which interests the proba-
tioner. The plans can be adapted to each proba-
tioner's requirements regarding available hours,
interests, aptitudes, short and long term career
goals, proximity to the youngster's homecocl'
munity, and compatibility with his school schedule.
Students enrolled in our Transitional Education
Center for a half-day academic program have been
placed for the other half-day in a variety- of pro-
grams including body/fender repair, furniture re
finishing, park maintenance, industrial and clerical
iobs, cômmercial printing, service stat¡on prù
ôedures, and assistance to handicapped children
under a therapist. Such students receive both
wages and school credits for their OJT time.
Arñono the emplovers were private businesses'
public-agencies,' anä sheltered' workshops. They
deserve tlemendous credit for their willingness to
"take a chance".

Employers, probationers, caseworkers, and the
KCJC employment specialist all attest to program
success. Probationers increased their employa-
bility, enhanced their vocational and academic
competence, and became somewhat career directed.
At ihe same t¡me, these youths gained badly
needed spending money. Perhaps the most signifi-
cant ga¡ns were in their self-image improvement
and greater motivation to cont¡nue in a job or re-
turn to a regular school program.

We expect to establish more partnershipq with
community resources such as the SOIC, Seattle
Model Cities Child Care Project, and the Langston
Hughes Community Center. We plan summer
emþloyment opportunities for students enrolled in
oui Young Women's Program, and we plan to offer
our clienti instruction on "how to ¡ook for a job",
how to apply, and how to develop a career.

This Unique School Works
The Transitional Education Center (TEC) con-
tinued to grow in 1973. TEC was designed and
initiated the previous year to enable potential
students to improve their academic background
and/or behavior before enrolling at another school
or going on to full-time employment. TEC is
staffed by a superb group from Seattle Public
Schools Special Education Department with cred-
entials necessary to meet classroom situations in no
way similar to a normal setting!

ln classes comprising no more than ten students, 15
to 18-year-old probationers of minimal accomplish-
ment, many expelled from other schools, have the
opportunity to prepare themselves for the painful
transition to their previous schools or a chance at
the GED test.

1
I

I

.l

This year students with reading problems who were
accepted into the program have been taught by a
Learning Language Disability ¡nstructor. A new
orientation procedure carefully acquaints students
with what ii expected of them regarding learning
and behavior. Hopefully, early understanding will
minimize behavioral disturbances in the TEC
complex.

ln the first six months of the 1973-74 school year,
36 students were served by TEC. Seventy-nine
percent are now either currently enrolled, attend-
ing another school or are successfully employed.

Students enrolled for ten weeks or more have
earned at least one credit. Thus, almost four out
of five students have been successful according to
the success criteria: Being employed or in school!

A class preparing students for their GED tests
currently has an enrollment of 16. During the
latter part of the year almostSO% of all students
who have taken the test have passed it.

Members of the KCJC Young Women's Program
(YWP) are regular participants in the TEC school
and are in part responsible for TEC's near full
enrollment.

TEC school and the YWP were both founded as
highly organized alternative programs for proba-
tioners. The YWP provides a daily KCJC-based
program for otherwise commitable girls as an alter-
native to institutional care. The diverting program
involves the girls in school and crafts work,
recreat¡onal activites, field trips, tutoring and test-
ing, and a full schedule of other useful and enrich-
ing activities before they return to their homes at

the end of each day. We might add that YWP
bake sales conducted periodically at KCJC indicate
the high degree of culinary skill these young
women are developing.

The spirit of cooperation between KCJC staff and
Seattle Public Schools in maintaining and support-
ing TEG, and the YWP as well, has been gratifying
and of inestimable benefit to the young people
who are getting a helping hand and the opportun¡ty
to succeed.

l
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Plann¡ng Tomor
Public information and communication are vital
functions of KCJC operation. The court could
hardly expect to enlist the cooperation of greater

King County in a coordinated effort to solve
juvenile problems without a free flow of informa-
iion between agencies, the public and the news

gathering media.

tn years passed, time and manpower considerations

caused KCJC to perform only the basics in keeping

news lines open. But t¡mes have changed. Our
coordinator now keeps a full schedule processing

public information, legislative news and edi¡ca-

iional mater¡al. An annual Open House is held'

A monthly "slide tour" features all court facilities'

Great emphasis is placed upon those facets of
court goals that bring professionals - representing

both public and private endeavor - and lay people

to a strong working relationship with the court'

Facility expansion in recent years has been of in-

estimable value to public information work' ' Space

is available for university groups, resource centers,

the judiciary and scores of specialists to schedule

and conduct regular clases and seminars for court
staff, the publið, and people from other agencies'

ln 1973 more than 400 meetings were held at
KCJC. A coordinator from DSHS is permanently
housed.

Much rema¡ns to be done if department news out-

reach and cooperat¡ve programs are to enable the

court to share completely its problems and triumphs
w¡th the citizenry. lt will be done.
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The full-time planning sect¡on authorized by the
Board of Managers in 1972 quickly proved its
worth by analyzing sevéral problems and coming
up with workable solutions. Perhaps the most
exciting aspect of the section's role, however, is the
free flow of ideas and the manner in which these
can be processed through the planning cycle and
adopted or discarded. The management-by-obiect-
tives concept now being installed in the department
helps to facilitate this basic planning - indeed,
the concept was an early project of the infant
planning sect¡on.

ldeas and correct¡ve proposals come from court
staff, allied agencies and the public sector.. The
resulting programs cover a wide range of activity
and are applicable to internal department operation
and work outside the department as well. Proqrams
are in support of long range (S-year) planning
goals developed by the planning section and
and approved by the Board of Manaçrs.

lncluded among 1973-1978 planning goals are these:

lro¡rr

iril¡!

Develop local community capability to deliver
services alternative to court referrat.

Train staff to effectively use and manage volun-
teers and students.

Define and measure recidivism and develop pro
grams to reduce recidivism.

Modify the physical plant to facilitate children's
treatment needs and community outreach pre
grams.

lncrease community awarene$ of services avail-
able from this agency

Several of these goals are clearly reflected in court
activities described on preceding pages. KCJC's
planning function is not sequestered in an ivory
tower, but rather, works closely with staff and
other agencies to realize common goals that will
make this community a better place ln which to
live.

*
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The familiar parental plaint, "What can we do?" echoes through the workday of every pro-

bation officer.

The consensus answer seems to be that most bas¡c problems still can be solved - or at least

alleviated - by liberal amounts of the common sense with which most parent's are endcwed'

But common sense must be brought to bear early in a ch.ild's life to be totally effective.
Late or indifferent application of understanding and control allow too many behavioral and

other problems to seep into relationships.

Worried parents need to emphasize FA¡RNESS, FIRMNESS and CONSISTENCY with their
offspring. They need to carefully define shifting family profiles, indicating at which times

the iamiy is a partnership, hierachy, or a buddy system. Codes of condúct must be ident-

ified to promote good attitude, honesty, and a complete panoply with which a child. can

face the world with confidence.

parents need also remember that children will cont¡nually test the¡r rgles until the day of

their emancipation. Thus, the importance of the FAIRNESS-FIRMNESS-CONSISTENCY
principle. ihe child beneficiary will find his ability to iudge himself and others much

improved.

Concerned parents must do things with their children, and when they are apart they should

know where each child is and whãt he or she is doing. They should know the child's friends'

Signs of unacceptable behavior in the friends of a son or daughter should put the.parent on

guärO. Further, a thoughful and earnest parent will repoft such behavior to the parent of

ihe fr¡end. As for the ðh¡ld's haunts in the community - what kind of place is the recrea-

tion center on Maple Street, the teen club? The parent should be in a position to approve or

disapprove these outside resorts of the child'

Children need and want controls. They need to know where they stand and what is

expected of them.

While the family is gaining the even keel it seeks, it must assert ¡tself w¡th¡n the com-
munity to determine how society affects the family circle. Are schools adequate? What
is being taught and how? What is the state of classroom discipline? lf parental control
will suffer when the child goes off to school then parents need to make their voices heard

in school affairs and thus become effectors of essential changes. This community-minded
spirit must be present in all areas of community life that impact the family.

Are these demands on parents too much to ask? The results of doing little or noth¡ng may
not be pleasant to contemplate and should answer the question. And when ever-increasing
numbers of parents join in the effort, the pressure on the individual family willdecrease
accordingly.

Perhaps some day this department will be put out of business (we hope so); But until that
day arrives, we will cont¡nue to deal with your problems as we ponder how to help children
like the girl who recently sent us this plea:

I am very unhappy at my home and would like to leave, I have
thought of running away.............but that wouldn't solve any-
thing.
Please help me. My address is------ I didn't tell my
parents that I wrote this letter but what does than matter?

We are deeply concerned over the increasing numbers of delinquent or lightly misguided

teens blundering into adulthood still with faulty traits from upset childhoods. lt could

be an ominous portent for the next generation'
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REFERRALS TO JUVENI LE COURT

Delinquent
Dependent/Negl. Shelter
DependenVRebellious

Sub-Total
"Other Court Services

Total

ADMISSIONS TO DETENTION

Delinquent
Rebellious
Neglected

Total

Total Child Care Days
Avg. Length Stay
Avg. Daily Population
Commits to Dept. lnstitutions

*Diversions, letters of inquiry, courtesy investigations etc.

COURT HEARINGS

Preli minary Detention Hearings

These determine whether a child should be detained or, if not
what shall be the conditions of his release. Normally held with-
in twenty-four hours of arrival at the Youth Service Center, these
hearings include the child, parents, his attorney when retained and
the caseworker. The Judge may appoint counsel for the child if
he believes it necessary. Possible temporary care in lieu of de.
tention is appraised. Most children are released to the family.
Neglected children are placed by the State Division of Public
Assistance in parents homes or temporary foster care homes,
as needed.

Fact-Finding Hearings

These are scheduled if allegations or charges are denied or when
the child exercises his right to remain silent and seek counsel.
A deputy prosecut¡ng attorney prepares the petition and presents
argument and evidence in such hearings. The Judge must apply
rules of evidence; proof must be established beyond a reason-
able doubt.

1

1

1,437
1,600

227

3,257 3,264

1973

3,428
3'44

1,O47
4,919
9,394

74,273

2,918
308
925

4,151
7,836

11,987

119721

33.338
10.6
91.3
103

1973

2,035

864

438
665
154

35,109
11.0
96.2
106

I

I
I

1

I
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Decline of Jurisdiction Hearings

These become necessary when the charge is particularly seriouq
and the juvenile court considers transfer for triat in adult court.
Sufficient facts must be established to constitute probable cause
of the truth of the charge before the Judge cân order such transfer
Among ether guarantees, the Kent decision requires the juvenile
court to try all available resqurces before transfering a youth to
adult court.

Commitment Hearings

These are held when the court intends to send a child to the state
correct¡onal school. These hearings must prorride the same
guarantee of due process as fact-finding hearings. We are guided in
such hearings by the 1967 United States Supreme Court's
decision ln Re Gault.

Disposition Hearings

These are held when a judicial consent or decision is required for
placement, probation or other correct¡ve treatment Pr¡or to each,
the probatfon officer evaluates social and family factors and alter-
native solutions, submits a written report and recommendation,
and effects agreement with child and parent whnever possible.

Financial Hearings

These may establish parental responsibility to make support pay-
ments for institutional or foster care and the cost of detention care
in the Youth Service Cénter. Many of these hearings are show-
cause matters.

TRAFFIC REFERRALS

Seattle, Police
King County Municipalities

Sub-Total
Juveriiles under 16; driving while intoxicated;
while license suspended

Total

31

100

1,233

160

1973

5,891
7,O73

12,964

3,O72
16,036 *

lncludes refdrrals on prorated basìs from Washington
State Patrol, King County police, and out-of-iurisdiction
sources.
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