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Sail around Spokane Street Viaduct construction aboard West Seattle Water Taxi
Commuters can take foot ferry to downtown, avoid ramp closure hassles 
 
Want to get around the traffic delays and detours and that will be part of the Spokane Street Viaduct construction? There’s smooth sailing with no traffic jams on the West Seattle Water Taxi! 
Beginning Monday, May 17, the city of Seattle will close the westbound on-ramp from First Avenue South to the Spokane Street Viaduct for the next year. Approximately 8000 vehicles daily will need to find an alternate route between SoDo, West Seattle and downtown, including the nine Metro bus routes serving West Seattle, White Center, Harbor Island and Vashon Island. 
Jan Drago, Chair of the King County Ferry District and King County Councilmember for District Eight, said that water taxi service was made for this kind of situation, where transportation options suddenly become a commute necessity. 
“I think our water taxi service will be key to keeping this city moving this summer and beyond, said Drago. “Along with the Spokane Street Viaduct work, we have several big road projects in the area that are really gearing up, so ferry service will be one of the few ways people can conveniently and reliably get around construction and closures.” 
The King County Water Taxi operates at least 16 round trips a day between Seacrest Park on Alki and Pier 50 on the waterfront near Coleman Dock. The catamarans can speed up to 150 passengers across Elliott Bay in just 10 minutes.  Additional late evening sailings are available on Friday and Saturday nights, and nights when the Mariners play at home. 
Connecting to transit from both terminals is quick and convenient. Bus stops on Alaskan Way and First and Second avenues are a short walk from Pier 50, and light rail and regional buses are a 5 minute walk up to Third Avenue. Free bus shuttle service serves Alki and the West Seattle Junction at California and Alaska from Seacrest Dock, and weekday riders can also connect with Metro routes 37 and 53.  
One-way adult fares are $3.50; $3 if you use a PugetPass or the regional ORCA fare card.
Complete information about schedules and fares is available online at: www.kingcounty.gov/watertaxi, where riders can also sign up for the water taxi e-mail alert system that notifies passengers when sailings will be cancelled or delayed by more than 15 minutes.
The King County Ferry District is a special purpose government created to provide passenger ferry service in King County. The Ferry District’s Board of Supervisors is composed of the members of the King County Council. The King County Marine Division operates the service under the name King County Water Taxi. For more information about the King County Ferry District visit www.kingcountyferries.org. 
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