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KING COUNTY ROAD SERVICES DIVISION
Utility Permitting and Inspection Services to Cities 
PROPOSAL

King County proposes to provide utility permitting and inspection services to cities.  
The King County Utility Inspection Unit reviews permit applications and inspects work done by utilities that are franchised or have agreements to operate within existing King County Rights of Way (ROW) for compliance with the King County Road Standards and Accommodation of Utilities in the County Road Right of Way. The Utility Inspector’s main priorities are to get the necessary utilities installed in a safe, efficient manner and with minimal impact to the traveling public, the environment and County road system.

Any city in King County can sign an interlocal agreement with the county’s Real Estate Services (RES) to provide utility processing and permitting services on public ROW.  The City could then also choose to have King County Utility Inspection perform the permit reviews, pre-construction conferences and construction inspection.  
The permitting and inspection work is done just as if the work was being performed in unincorporated King County.  The only difference is that the permits are issued in the name of the City. In addition, the City has an option of reviewing and processing the permit they choose to review and process by notifying the Real Estate Services Division of their intent to do so.  The Utilities are billed directly by RES and Utility Inspection.  There is an initial permit preparation and permit form fee, which ranges from $500 to $1,000. The Real Estate Services Section retains the fee for processing and issuing the permits and Road Services Division, Utility Inspection Unit retains the inspection fees.
The City is required to adopt the County's Utility Franchises, County Road Standards and King County Codes 6, 14, 45 and 46 (among others) and the franchise agreements with the utilities as part of the Interlocal Agreement. However, within five years of this period the City must adopt their own utility franchise.  The City’s input would be requested on Road Standards variance requests and on road closure requests.

The benefits to the City include: 1) other than initial permit preparation and permit form fees, there is no cost to the city for these services, 2) King County maintains an inventory of the permits process within the City, 3) by contracting with King County for these services, a city can choose not to hire their own permit and franchise unit staff, or can delay the hiring of these employees, leading to substantial cost savings, and 4) the utilities can operate under a consistent set of standards, and can operate at a very minimal cost. 
King County has provided these services to the cities of Burien, Covington, Federal Way, Kenmore, Maple Valley, Newcastle, Sammamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, and Woodinville.  Some of these cities have maintained permit and inspection contracts with King County for over five years.  
Utility Permitting and Inspection
	Description
	A city can sign an interlocal agreement with King County to provide utility permitting on public right of way.  The City would then also have the option of having King County Utility Inspection perform the permit reviews, pre-construction conferences and construction inspection.  The permitting and inspection work would be done just as if the work was being performed in unincorporated King County; the only difference is that the permits are issued in the name of the City.  

	Of Special Note
	· Other than initial permit preparation and permit form fees, which range from $500 to $1,000, there is no cost to the City for these services. 
· The Utilities are billed directly by RES and Utility Inspection.
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