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	Our Mission 

To enhance the quality of life, protect rights, and promote the self-sufficiency of our region's diverse individuals, families and communities.
	Our Vision 

The Department of Community and Human Services supports and maintains vital communities, families and individuals.


Our Goals 

1. Provide effective prevention and intervention strategies for those most at-risk and most in need to prevent or reduce more acute illness, high-risk behaviors, incarceration and other emergency medical or crisis responses 

2. Provide job readiness, education and employment services to help vulnerable youth and adults increase independence and self-sufficiency and lead more meaningful and productive lives 

3. Develop and implement stronger prevention measures to avoid or prevent homelessness, and create or preserve supportive housing for those who are homeless or at risk of homelessness to achieve the goal of ending homelessness 

4. Continue to develop and provide services that reduce the growth of emergency medical and criminal justice system involvement and costs 

5. Assure quality public defense services

Human Services Framework Policies 
The Framework Policies for Human Services adopted by the King County Council in 2007 set the priorities for using the county's discretionary current expense funds and clarify the county's role in human services. These priorities are also reflected in the Human Services Recommendations Report approved by the council in 2007 and in the Department of Community and Human Services Business Plans for 2008 and 2009. 

HS-1: King County has a regional role in human services, working with many partners to help those most in need. 

HS-2: King County's priorities for human service investments will be programs and services that help to stabilize and improve people's lives, and prevent or reduce emergency medical and criminal justice system involvement and costs. 

HS-3: King County will apply principles that promote effectiveness, accountability and social justice. 
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