
V.  Roads and Transit
Roads
Background
Most of the roads in the demonstration area were constructed and remain at rural standards with open ditches and no curbs, gutters, or sidewalks.  As new development and redevelopment occurs, the road standards will become more urban.
The main traffic route through the demonstration area is along MLK, which is also State Route 900.  Bisecting through the demonstration area, MLK connects Interstate 5 and the City of Renton.  Within the demonstration area MLK is a four lane road with turning lanes at intersections.  For the majority of the length of MLK in the demonstration area there are no sidewalks.  Traffic is heavy along the road and is a mix of cars and trucks, including those that haul to the concrete processing facility.  With only two stoplights in the demonstration area, at the intersections of South 129th Street and 68th Avenue West, traffic tends to travel at fairly high speeds.  The impact on pedestrian mobility from the speed of traffic and lack of sidewalks and crosswalks is one of the main concerns expressed by area residents.
King County classifies roads by four main types:  principal arterial, minor arterial, collector arterial, and local roadways.  These categories are then separated between rural and urban standards.  Arterial classifications are mapped and included in the technical appendix of the King County Comprehensive Plan.  Descriptions of each classification type can be found in chapter two of the 2007 Road Design and Construction Standards.  Within and at the borders of the demonstration area there over 1 mile of principal arterial, nearly 1 mile of collector arterial, and 3.5 miles of local roadways.

All of the concurrency zones within the demonstration area meet standards on the map adopted June 22, 2007.

Traffic Volume
For demonstration area intersections recorded in the Average Weekday Daily Traffic (AWDT) volume data, the increase in traffic has been minimal, except for 64th Avenue South on both the north and south sides of South 129th Street.  At this intersection the increase has been 22% on the north and 39% on the south.  Although the percentage of increase is large, the total number of vehicles is only 11,207 and 1,764 respectively.
These figures contrast with the intersections along MLK/State Route 900, where the traffic counts range from 18,000 to 31,000 for recorded intersections within the demonstration area (Washington State Department of Transportation 2007 Annual Traffic Report).  Despite a slight decrease from 2004 to 2007, the busiest recorded intersection is at the east side of MLK after South 129th Street.  From this high count of 31,000, traffic reduces to 19,000 after the intersection of MLK and 135th Street South.  The majority of traffic on MLK passes through the demonstration area.
Driveways per Mile


Higher number of driveways per mile of roadway increases conflict points and can lead to higher accident rates.  This is especially true for roads that are heavily used or have higher levels of speed.  For areas with sidewalks, frequent curb cuts for driveways can also negatively impact the walking experience for pedestrians.

The majority of the streets in the demonstration area have less than 70 driveways per mile.  This equates to seven driveways on a 500 foot long block.  Streets with higher density tend to be on very short segments, some less than a quarter-mile long, and often ending in a dead-end or cul-de-sac.
Transportation Needs Report

The Transportation Needs Report (TNR) is a list of improvements recommended by the King County Road Services Division and approved by the Metropolitan King County Council to serve unincorporated King County transportation needs, updated to the year 2022.  The 2006 update of the TNR has the following needs listed for the demonstration area.  More information on a specific demonstration can be found on the TNR website.

Table 4: Transportation Needs Report

	Transportation Needs Report Demonstrations for MLK FBC Demonstration Area

	Location
	Corridor
	Priority
	Preliminary Elements of the Demonstration

	Beacon Coal Mine Rd From S 129 St To S 138 St
	Misc
	Medium
	Construct Guardrail

	68th Ave S From Martin Luther King Way To Renton City Limits
	Misc
	Low
	Walls both sides 20ft tall at $30/psf


Transit
The demonstration area is served by Metro Transit route number 101, which travels from downtown Seattle to the Renton Transit Center.  Traveling along MLK, the route services the area weekdays every 20 to 30 minutes from after 5:00 a.m. to after 11:00 p.m.  On Saturdays there is half-hour service from approximately 7:00 a.m. to after 10:00 p.m. with an additional run one hour later in each direction.  On Sundays there is half-hour service from 8:30 a.m. to after 8:00 p.m., with four hour-service runs.
There are two stops within the demonstration area, one at MLK and South 129th Street and the other at MLK and South 135th Street.  The latter features no shelter or benches and the closest crosswalk is almost 900 feet away at 68th Avenue South.  As the stop for the Seattle bound route is across the street from two apartment complexes, many residents chose to cross over the four lanes of MLK than walk to the crosswalk at 68th Avenue.  For those that do cross at the intersection, there are no sidewalks on the north side of MLK between the intersection and the bus stop.  
Route 143 also travels on MLK through the demonstration area but there are no stops within the demonstration area for this route.
Outside of the demonstration area the closest routes are the 106 on Renton Avenue South in downtown Skyway and the 42 on Beacon Avenue South near the northern edge of the demonstration area.  
The deferral of the Boeing Access Road station means the closest station for the new light rail will be at MLK and Henderson in Rainer Beach.  As the Boeing Access Road station was still over a mile away from the northern edge of the demonstration area a limited number of the demonstration area residents would be consider this to be a walkable station.
Sidewalks
The majority of the demonstration area is without any sidewalks and very few of them connect.  The longest stretch of continuous sidewalk within the demonstration area is along MLK from 57th Avenue South to South 129th Street, then along South 129th street to 64th Avenue South.  Within the demonstration area this length is only about one-half mile long, although it continues north of the demonstration area to downtown Skyway.  
Within the commercial center sidewalks are found only on three of the four corners.  Only the northeastern side connects to sidewalks outside of the center.  There are no more sidewalks along MLK except for a short length in front of the Creston Point Apartments, which do not connect to any sidewalks beyond this property.  The only pedestrian crossings within MLK are at the two intersections.
Bike Lanes

There are no bike lanes within the demonstration area.  The King County Bicycling Guide Map shows 68th Avenue South, a brief stretch of MLK, South 129th Street, and 64th Avenue South as “Commonly Used Road by Bicyclists.”  Both 68th Avenue South and South 129th Street connect to the Green River Trail in Tukwila.
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