
VII. Critical Areas and Topography
Background

Critical areas are lands with natural hazards or lands that support certain unique, fragile or valuable resource areas.  The King County Code protects critical areas as well as their buffers in order to protect public health and safety and to promote environmental health.  The following descriptions of critical areas within the demonstration area should be considered general.  A property-specific critical area review would be required to conclusively determine the presence or lack of critical areas.  For more information on the Critical Areas Ordinance see the Department of Development and Environmental Services website.
Coal Mine Hazards

No coal mine hazards are present in the demonstration area.

Erosion Hazard Areas

No erosion hazard areas are present in the demonstration area.
Flood Hazard Areas

There are no flood hazard areas within the demonstration area.  Those related to the Duwamish Waterway are outside the western boundary.  

Landslide Hazards

Landslide hazards are defined by the CAO User Manual as including a variety of geological features that together present hazards to development both above and below the landslide.  For the demonstration area, a landslide hazard area extends from 68th Avenue South, to Beacon Coal Mine Road, and outside the western border of the demonstration area. 

Seismic Hazard Areas

The closest mapped seismic hazard area is located at Skyway Park.  None have been mapped within the demonstration area.

Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas

There are no critical aquifer recharge areas within the demonstration area.
Wetlands
Wetlands within the CAO, as defined by the User’s Manual, are non-aquatic areas that are inundated or saturated by ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances supports, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 


On the property west of Beacon Coal Road, in the southwestern part of the demonstration area, is a wetland that was included in within the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) and is not classified in the King County wetland inventory.

Aquatic Areas

The Duwamish Waterway west of the demonstration area is the closest body of water.  There are no lakes or streams within the demonstration area.
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas


No wildlife habitat networks have been mapped for the demonstration area.
Topography


A steep change in elevation crosses the demonstration area from along 68th Avenue South, to Beacon Coal Mine Road, and the railroad tracks directly outside of the demonstration area.  At its steepest, located at the back of the concrete processing property, the change in elevation is 200 feet over less than 600 feet distance.  From the higher point at the commercial business center, the elevation continues to slowly rise another 200 feet towards the northeast, before slowly descending again towards downtown Skyway.  Residential development along the south side of MLK on the industrial properties may be limited b the elevation change. 
Along MLK there is a slow descent from the commercial center north to Seattle.  
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