
SUMMARY

FILE NO. 2280 Thomas Guide Map No. 568; 569; "8"

Date Received: 06/13/08

Date Completed: 06/30/08

Date Distributed: 06/30/08
ENTITY Fall City/King County Fire District No. 27

Date Filed:
ACTION Resolution for the Formation of a Metropolitan

Parks District
Expiration 45 Days: 08/14/08

TITLE Fall City Metropolitan Park District Board Meeting: 07/10/08

Location The proposed Metropolitan Park District includes the entirety of Fall
City (Unincorporated Area), King County Fire District No. 27, and
together with several surrounding neighborhoods.

The northern most boundary of the site is located at NE is" Street.
The southernmost boundary is located at SE se" Street. The
western most boundary of the site is located at 268th Avenue NE.
The easternmost boundary of the site is located at 376th Avenue NE.

17,600 acres

Rural Residential Use (ranging from one dwelling unit/4 acres to one
dwelling unit/48 acres) predominates

Other permitted uses include commercial uses and office uses to
serve the community. The Rural Area also includes lands
designated and zoned for agriculture, forestry and mineral extraction.

Approximately 5000 persons

$1,138,481,542

Land Area

Land Uses

Population

Assessed Valuation

County Comprehensive
Plan Designation/Zoning The King County Comprehensive Plan designates and zones land

within the proposed Metropolitan Parks District for a variety of Rural
Uses. Rural Residential Use (ranging from one dwelling unit/4 acres
to one dwelling unit/48 acres) predominates. Other permitted uses
include commercial uses, office uses, and industrial uses. Areas of
land are designated for agricultural uses, mineral extraction, and
forestry.

City Comprehensive Plan/
Zoning Not Applicable

District Comprehensive Plan Not Applicable

District Franchise Not Applicable



Urban Growth Area (UGA) The proposed Metropolitan Park District is located entirely outside of
the Urban Growth Area of King County as identified under the State
Growth Management Act, and the King County Comprehensive Plan.

Environmental review documents have been prepared for the
proposed Fall City Metropolitan Park District. These documents
report a Determination of Non-Significance. The Determination was
finalized on June 25, 2008.

SEPA Declaration

ENTITIES/AGENCIES NOTIFIED:

Water Districts:

Sewer Districts:

School District:

Other Entities:

King County Council Member(s) Kathy Lambert

King County: Clerk of Council, Department of Natural Resources (DNR); Department of
Development and Environmental Services (ODES), Department of Assessments,
Department of Transportation (DOT), State Department of Ecology (DOE), King
County "911" Program, Office of Management and Budget, Deputy Prosecuting
Attorneys' Office, King County Records and Election Division, Fire Marshal Division,
Historic Preservation Program, Puget Sound Regional Council, Community and
Human Services, Public Health Department

Cities/Communities Carnation; Issaquah; Preston; Sammamish; Snoqualmie

Fire Districts: King County Protection Fire District No. 27; Eastside Fire and Rescue (King
County Fire Protection District No. 10); King County Fire Protection District
No. 38

Fall City Water District

Not Applicable

Snoqualmie Valley School District No. 410

Snoqualmie Tribe
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SUMMARY: File No. 2280

The proposed Fall City Metropolitan Park District includes the entirety of Fall City (Unincorporated
Area), King County Fire District No. 27, and together with several surrounding neighborhoods.

The northern most boundary of the site is located at NE is" Street. The southernmost boundary is
located at SE se" Street. The westernmost boundary of the site is located at 268

th
Avenue NE. The

easternmost boundary of the site is located at 376th Avenue NE. The proposed Metropolitan Parks
District is bisected by SR 202 and by Preston Fall City Road. The Snoqualmie River traverses the
site as well.

The proponents have filed a Notice of Intention to form the Fall City Metropolitan Park District (a
Metropolitan Park District) pursuant to authorities granted by RCW 35.61. The total Fall City
Metropolitan Park District will comprise approximately 17,600 acres of property. The Metropolitan
Park District is anticipated to serve approximately 5000 people presently residing in the area. The
Metropolitan Park District is also planned to serve the growth in population anticipated for the
participating communities.

The Fall City Metropolitan Park District is being proposed for the purpose of establishing and
assuming ownership of the land and facilities which currently serve and benefit the residents of lands
within the proposed Park District. Officials of King County, Fall City, and Fire District No. 27 worked
collaboratively to find a solution - the formation of a Metropolitan Parks District -- to ensure the
continuing service to the community.

King County lacks the financial resources to continue to own and operate many regional and local
open spaces and recreational facilities. The creation of a Metropolitan Park District would serve to
equitably distribute the financial responsibility for the maintenance of this regional amenity. More
specifically, the formation of the Metropolitan Park District is proposed to balance revenues and
expenditures at $112,700 in 2009. Fiscal analysis further indicates that the expenditures/revenues
for the Metropolitan Park District will remain balanced for the foreseeable future - at $115, 900 in
2011. The Metropolitan Park District would serve as a public entity, which would own the assets
within this area and be authorized to levy taxes to support operation and maintenance of the open
spaces, facilities, and services located therein.

Under this proposal, an election will be held on the question of formation of the Fall City Metropolitan
Park District. If approved, this Metropolitan Park District would be authorized to hold the powers
provided in RCW 35.61, including, but not limited to, the authority to govern the Park District and to
levy a general tax on all property located in the District. The election will also provide for the selection
of Metropolitan Park District Commissioners. This Board of Commissioners will establish final plans
for operation of the Park District. If the Fall City Metropolitan Park District is approved by the voters,
plans will be implemented to permit tax levy proceeds to be distributed to the new Park District.

The proponents report plans and regulations intended to preserve the natural environment. The
topography of the proposed Metropolitan Park District is variable including plateaus, forested
landscapes, the Snoqualmie River system, and sloped terrain associated with nearby mountains.
Current uses and future modifications, if any, to the Fall City Metropolitan Park District would be
required to conform to all applicable local, regional and state regulations for land use management.
Similarly, current and future uses of the Fall City Metropolitan Park District would be required to be
consistent with all applicable regulations for shorelines management, and for the protection of other
environmentally sensitive areas.

The King County Comprehensive Plan and King County Countywide Planning Policies reportedly
support the proposed Fall City Metropolitan Park District. Establishment of the Metropolitan Park
District is compatible with the Rural Area designation for the underlying territory including both Fall
City and other unincorporated areas. More specifically, permitted uses include rural residential uses,
commercial uses and office uses to serve the community. The Rural Area also includes lands
designated and zoned for agriculture, forestry and mineral extraction.
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Specific County Comprehensive Plan policies, as cited by the proponent, include the following 2004
adopted Countywide Planning Policies which provide a policy framework for the County and its 39
cities to work collaboratively on a wide range of issues and services:

FW-24 All jurisdictions shall support the County's existing diversity of places to live, work and recreate and
the ethnic diversity of our communities.

CC-11 All jurisdictions shall work cooperatively to ensure parks and open spaces are provided as
development and redevelopment occur.

Following are selected examples of King County Comprehensive Plan Policies (2004 adopted) that
are applicable to this proposal:

P-103: Local parks, trails, and other open spaces ... should be provided in Rural Area ... to enhance
environmental and visual quality.

P-106: King County shall be a leader in establishing partnerships with other jurisdictions, private groups and
individuals to complete the regional parks and open space system, linking local and regional land and
facilities.

***
Representatives of Fall City, King County Fire District No. 27, and King County report that the
proposed Park District, in its entirety, is consistent with relevant Boundary Review Board Objectives
(RCW 36.93.170/180). In brief, for example:

1. Preservation of natural neighborhoods and communities
The area encompassing the Fall City Metropolitan Park District is the centerpiece of the
immediate community and surrounding neighborhoods. The Metropolitan Park District will
provide for the continuing cohesiveness of both the natural and built environments.

2. Use of physical boundaries
The proposed Fall City Metropolitan Park District boundaries include roadways and property
lines, as well as jurisdictional boundaries. While the boundaries are variable, the proposed
Metropolitan Parks District is formed by logical boundaries as appropriate to provide services to
both the immediate community (the majority of consumers reside within this service area) and to
the surrounding region.

3. Creation and preservation of logical service areas

Although the Fall City Metropolitan Parks District will provide services to users beyond the
geographic boundaries of the immediate community, the majority of consumers reside within this
service area. Thus the creation of the Metropolitan Parks District will result in the preservation of
a logical service area.
The entirety of the proposed Metropolitan Park District currently receives water services from the
Fall City Water District. Sewer services are not permitted nor provided in the Rural Area
Emergency services will continue to be provided by Fire District No. 27. Police services will
continue to be provided by King County.

4. Prevention of abnormally irregular boundaries and

7. Adjustment of Impractical Boundaries
Formation of the Metropolitan Park District is also consistent with Objective 4 and Objective 7,
which call for creation of regular practical boundaries/service areas. The formation of the
Metropolitan Park District would serve and benefit consumers from Fall City (unincorporated) and
also from the surrounding unincorporated areas within King County. The formation of a
Metropolitan Park District would streamline service area boundaries and facilitate the
maintenance of appropriate services to the communities within the area.



In conclusion, the proponents report that the proposed Fall City Metropolitan Park District will result in
a viable and logical corporate boundary that is congruent with the natural environment (e.g., open
spaces, geological terrain, fauna, flora), and with the built area (e.g., park and recreation facilities).

The Metropolitan Park District will protect community amenities and services that would otherwise be
terminated due to a lack of availability of funding from King County for operations and maintenance of
this open space and recreational area.

Creation of a Metropolitan Park District will ensure residents continuing access to the existing open
spaces and amenities (e.q., trails, active sports fields). Creation of a Metropolitan Park District will
also permit development and maintenance of future facilities and services to meet the needs of this
growing community. The formation of a Metropolitan Park District would provide opportunities for
citizens to participate in the planning and delivery of these valuable community services.
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