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This Order requires King County departments to employ strategies to support the
transparency of health care information and value-based purchasing in alignment with the U.S.
Department of Health and Social Service’s “four cornerstones” to improve health care quality
and control costs.

WHEREAS, King County is a self-insured employer providing benefits to over 35,000 employees
and their families which has, based on the recommendations of the King County Health Advisory
Task Force, put in place a highly innovative, market-based health reform initiative that encourages
employees to engage in preventive health behaviors and to become better health care consumers; and

WHEREAS, King County, through its founding of and commitment to the Puget Sound Health
Alliance is actively engaged with labor unions, private employers, local and state government, health
plan sponsors and provider clinics and hospitals in implementing evidence-based reforms on a region-
wide basis, including and especially through the enhancement of transparency of information related
to the delivery of health care; and

WHEREAS, King County through the Department of Public Health provides health care services to
the public through its 15 Public Health Centers throughout King County, as well as jail health
services to incarcerated adult and juveniles; and

WHEREAS, King County through the Department of Community and Human Services, provides
mental health care services to over 35,000 adults and 10,000 children and provides chemical
dependency services to over 10,000 adults and children annually in King County; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Health and Social Services Secretary Mike Leavitt has called on both private and
public employers throughout the nation to commit to “four cornerstones” to improve health care
quality and reduce health costs by providing information in the health care sector; and

WHEREAS, the “four cornerstone” goals call for actions to improve: ooy e e )
1) Health information technology /Q hil 0240, o
2) Transparency of quality measurements
3) Transparency of pricing information
4) Promoting quality and efficiency of care; and






