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"Green building practices" include practices that conserve resources, use recycled
content materials, maximize energy efficiency, and otherwise consider environmental,
economic and social benefits in the design and construction of a building project.
"Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEEDTM)"is a self-certifying,
performance-based system designed for rating new commercial, institutional, and
high-rise residential buildings. It is a feature-oriented system where credits are earned
for satisfying each criterion. Different levels of green building certification are
awarded based on the total credits earned.

"Life cycle cost analysis" looks at the net present value of design options as
investments. The goal is to achieve the highest, most cost-effective environmental
performance possible over the life of the project.
"New construction" is any new building or structure.
"Remodel" is to add on to or alter the structure of an existing building or structure.
"Renovate" is to improve, repair, or upgrade the condition of a building or structure.
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6.0 POLICIES:

6.1 It is the Executive's Policy to encourage and incorporate the use of green building
practices in all new construction, remodels, and renovations.

6.2 Green building practices should be incorporated when projects are in the planning and
pre-design phase. Economic benefits realized by the County could include the
reduction of operating costs, enhanced asset value, optimized building performance
and a healthier workplace for employees.

6.3 For all new construction, departments are required to apply LEEDTMcriteria in the
pre-design and design phase of projects, and are encouraged to seek the highest
LEEDTMcertification possible. The types of projects where LEEDTMcertification
could apply include, but are not limited to, transfer stations, wastewater treatment
facilities and pump stations, office buildings, maintenance facilities and recreational
facilities.

6.4 For all new projects where the scope of the project or type of structure limits the
ability to achieve LEEDTMcertification, such as bus shelters, restroom facilities or
conveyance lines, departments are encouraged to incorporate green building practices
whenever possible using LEEDTMcriteria as a guideline for incorporating such
practices.

6.5 For all remodels and renovations, departments are encouraged to incorporate green
building practices whenever possible and to use the LEEDTMcriteria as a guideline for
incorporating such practices.

6.6 To provide support and education services to Offices and Departments, a Green
Building Team will be created. The Green Building Team will serve as the technical
resource on implementation of the Green Building Initiative. The Green Building
Team will consist of staff with expertise in project management, architecture,
landscape architecture, design, engineering, resource conservation, and budget analysis
from the following departments: Natural Resources and Parks, Transportation,




