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Regional Human Services Levy Oversight Board

Meeting Summary

September 19, 2007 2-4 p.m.
Safeco Jackson Street Center - Seattle
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by co-chair Joe Ingram.  The meeting was delayed until a quorum of members arrived 
Roll Call  
Attendees introduced themselves.  A quorum was declared.
Board Members Present:  Kathy Brasch, Kathy Hadaller, Joe Ingram (co-chair), Edie Nelson 

Board Members Absent:  Kimberlee Archie, Kevin Bernadt, Dorry Elias-Garcia, Doris Tevaseu
Staff Present:  Sadikifu Akina-James, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS); Lisbeth Gilbert, DCHS; Bill Goldsmith, DCHS; Linda Wells, DCHS; Genevieve Rowe, Public Health-Seattle & King County 
Guests:  Douglas Hoople, Chair, Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board

Review of Meeting Summary
The draft meeting summary for August was reviewed and discussed.  Minor edits were proposed. 
ACTION:  The meeting summary for August was approved as amended.  

Committee Reports  
Strategy Three (Behavioral Health Services):  Kathy Hadaller reported that the meeting on September 6, 2007 was a review of the Program to Enhance Active, Rewarding Lives for Seniors (PEARLS) procurement plan.  Kathy reviewed the public comments and requests for changes to the PEARLS procurement plan.  The committee recommended acceptance of the PEARLS procurement plan, with the edits identified by the Strategy Three committee.  Kathy also reported on the September 18, 2007 meeting of the Strategy Three committee, which included presentations on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) by Tom Schumacher, Program Director of the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs PTSD Program, as well as non-veterans PTSD and trauma by Lucy Berliner, Director, Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and Traumatic Stress.
ACTION:  The Board voted to accept the Strategy #3 committee recommendation to approve the PEARLS procurement plan.

Strategy Four (Strengthening Families at Risk):  Edie Nelson reported that the Strategy Four Committee heard a presentation on Family Treatment Court.  Family Treatment Court received one-time levy funding for the calendar year of 2007.  The presentation included a write-up using procurement plan elements, an evaluation write-up and a written description of Family Treatment Court.  Mark Wirschem from Family Treatment Court indicated that $225,000 is currently needed to sustain the program for calendar year 2008 and that this continued bridge funding would also fulfill the state legislative requirement (2005 Omnibus Mental Health and Substance Abuse Act) that counties must implement and operate a Family Drug Court to impose the 0.1 percent sales tax. 

ACTION:  The board members voted to support Family Treatment Court request for on-going funding.
Levy Evaluation Update   
Genevieve Rowe and Bill Goldsmith presented updated information on the levy evaluation framework.  There was discussion on the kinds of information to be collected and how it will be presented, such as percentages versus concrete numbers.  This document will be discussed in greater detail at the upcoming Strategy #5 Committee meeting on November 16.
Levy Annual Report Presentation  
Chair Joe Ingram and staff Sadikifu Akina-James spoke of the King County Council’s Law, Justice & Human Services (LJHS) committee’s review of the Levy Annual Report that was submitted to Council on June 1.  The LJHS Chair Kathy Lambert voiced serious concerns about the process and progress of the levy review function, especially her concern that most of the levy funding is not yet “on the streets.”  Board members thoroughly discussed the issue.  Doug Hoople said that he had contacted Councilmember Lambert’s office to ask for an appointment to speak with the councilmember regarding her concerns.  He was unable to obtain an appointment.  Board members generally agreed that the current process is working to achieve the direction given board members by King County Ordinance 15406.    Kathy Brash, as the RHSLOB representative from Councilmember Lambert’s district, said that she would contact Councilmember Lambert and speak with her directly to see if she could answer some of the councilmember’s concerns.
King County Staff Report

Sadikifu passed out the tentative agenda and a “Save the Date’ flyer for a November 16th event supporting military kids and families.
Old Business  
Edie requested that committee meetings be scheduled together for efficiency and to lessen the travel time and number of meetings boards have to attend on different days.  Chair Ingram said that he would like to be notified any time there is an issue with representation for board members on the various committees or RFP panels.  He also would like to be informed as to the timeline for the Mobile health plan.  Doug Hoople spoke of the need for work to be done in committees and brought back to the board for a vote.  The vast majority of the work should be done in the committees.
Petitions / Communication (public comment)


None

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. by co-chair Ingram
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