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Regional Human Services Levy Oversight Board
Meeting Summary

June 20, 2007 2-4 p.m.

Douglass-Truth Library - Seattle

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by co-chair Joe Ingram at 2:15 p.m.

Roll Call

Attendees introduced themselves.  
New board nominee, Donna Watts, introduced herself as a former Boeing employee for 20 years.  She feels strongly about foster care and the relationship to the justice system.  She has been a CASA and GAL volunteer.  She lives between Auburn and Black Diamond.

Board Members Present:  David Baum, Kevin Bernadt, Kathleen Brasch, Dorry Elias-Garcia (co-chair), Joe Ingram (co-chair), Edith Nelson, Doris Tevaseu, Donna Watts (nominee)
Board Members Absent:  Kimberlee Archie, Kathleen Hadaller

Staff Present:  Sadikifu Akina-James, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS); Carole Antoncich, DCHS Community Services Division (CSD); Scott Mingus, DCHS CSD; Charissa Fotinos, Medical Director, Public Health-Seattle & King County (PHSKC); Susan Kline, PHSKC
Guests:  Douglas Hoople, Chair, Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board; Sara Levin, Human Services Department, City of Seattle; Jason Johnson, City of Kent
Review of Meeting Summary

Kathy Brash asked for clarification regarding meeting notes.  Sadikifu indicated that meeting summaries are a staff responsibility.  

The draft meeting summary for May was reviewed.  
ACTION:  The May meeting summary was approved as written.  

Procurement Plans  
The procurement plan for Outreach and Engagement of Long Term Homeless People in South King County was presented to the board.  Primary presenters were Carole Antoncich, Homeless Housing Coordinator, DCHS CSD; Charissa Fotinos, Medical Director, Public Health-Seattle & King County; and Susan Kline, Public Health.  Jason Johnson, City of Kent, let the board members know of the support of South King County suburban cities.  Carole said that this plan only addresses South King County.  There will be another plan that will address Seattle.  The plan was created by a small work team that included health Care for the Homeless, South King County cities, and United Way, with input from service providers.  It was a collaborative planning process.  
Issues from the Board:
Board members requested that staff call out services for couples vs. singles.
Q:  Is this an opportunity to bring in new organizations or people who specialize in refugees, immigrants or other person with special cultural needs? 
A:  Sound Mental Health has access to culturally competent consultations.  There is a need to identify where & who has the need to figure out where to send the mobile medical van.
Q:  Is there the possibility of incorporating persons of different cultures as workers?  
A:  Health Care for the Homeless does hold focus groups with specific populations.  The strategy will be to gather demographic information on the long-term homeless population.

There is a need for regular reports to the board.  The board would like to visit the project when it is up and running.
Committee Reports
Meeting notes from the Strategy #2 Committee meeting were distributed.

Strategy #2:  Kathy Brasch, Chair of Strategy #2 Committee (Ending Homelessness), reported on the Friday, June 15, 2007 meeting.  The committee reviewed public comments on two procurement plans:  Increase Permanent Housing and Supportive Services & SHIFTS (Housing Intervention for Transition to Stability).  Charts were passed out to the board that delineated the response and/or change to the procurement plan based on each of the comments.  The only outstanding issue is that Karen will try to get information on tracking Latinos at the jail.  The committee recommends approval of the plans.
ACTION:  There was consensus to accept the two procurement plans as recommended by the Strategy #2 Committee.
Strategy #3:  David Baum reported on the June 7 visit to the Community Health Clinic in Kent to hear about integration of mental health services at community health clinics.  The behavioral health person shares an office with the primary care provider, allowing for greater and more frequent interaction.  David recommends site visits as a great way to experience a program.
King County Staff Report

Sadikifu passed out a copy of the King County Executive Ron Sims’ letter transmitting the 2007 Annual Report on implementation of the Veterans and Human Services Levy Service Improvement Plan.  Attached to the transmittal letter is a copy of the Levy Annual Report.  This report is at the print shop and will be sent to a DCHS mailing list of about 1,000 persons.  There are also about 250 extra copies for the two boards.

Sadikifu reported that the Levy Oversight Board business cards have been ordered, but have not yet arrived.
New Business
It was announced that Councilmember Bob Ferguson will host a King County Council Town Hall meeting on mental health on June 25, 2007 at the Shoreline Conference Center.
There was a request to staff to send the Capital Dollars for Housing RFP results to the board.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned around 4:15 p.m.
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