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Healthy Families and Communities Task Force

Meeting Summary – February 23, 2006


Task Force Members Present:
Task Force Members Absent:


Mayor Kathy Keolker, Co-Chair
Sandra Madrid

Councilmember Larry Gossett, Co-Chair
Josephine Tamayo Murray
Councilmember Bob Ferguson
David Okimoto
Daniel Gandara 
Pastor Marillyn Schultz Rothermel
Glenn Gregory
Rabbi Zari Weiss

Terri Kimball 

Rev. Dr. James Kubal-Komoto

Terry Mark 


Patricia McInturff
Deputy Mayor Phil Noble

Councilmember Tom Rasmussen
Laura Wells
Welcome/Introductions

Co-Chair Mayor Keolker called the meeting to order.
Public Comments 

There were no requests to speak during the open comment period.   

Proposed changes to the agenda

An update on the Veterans and Human Services Levy was requested.  The Co-Chair agreed to include an update under the “other business” portion of the agenda.
Approval of meeting summary for January 26, 2006
Members reviewed the draft meeting summary for Jan. 26.  
Action:  The meeting summary for January 26, 2006 was approved as submitted. 
Discussion and Approval of ballot initiative package recommendation

Members reviewed the ballot measure package options presented.  There was a lot of discussion about whether to move forward with one ballot option or whether to present all options to the Executive and ask that he commission a poll to figure out which to proceed with.
There was further discussion about how much of a tax increase voters are historically willing to support.  It was reiterated that the price point seems to be 5 cents per $1000 of assessed property value.

There was discussion about the group’s mission and the importance of moving forward with a recommendation that contained the information that was available at the moment.  

The HFC members discussed the importance of evaluating the other ballot measures that might be on the ballot in 2006 and 2007 and how those may impact the success of a ballot measure geared toward human services.  In addition, the group discussed the importance of recommending that the Executive conduct polling to help determine ballot language, timing and which package would have a greater likelihood of success as well as whether there is an opportunity to do more than one of the ballot options at the same time.
An outline was developed to encapsulate the ideas of the group regarding the financing recommendation to the Executive (see below).  The outline included a recommendation to use the revenue raised by the Veterans/Human Services Levy ($13 million) as well as a recommendation to pursue the 0.1 percent sales tax increase to fund the $12 million for mental health and substance abuse diversion services for persons in the criminal justice system under the services tasked to the group and the remaining amount, $53 million to be pursued via two or three ballot measures.  HFC members suggested potential ballot language for the measures such as, “support for working families, support for the working poor and/or economic development.”
Outline for Financing Recommendation:

Un-met need





$78 million

Subtract Veterans/Human Services Levy amount
($13 million)

Subtract 0.1 percent sales tax for mental health
($12 million)

Remaining Amount




$53 million =
two or three ballot

options geared toward support for the working poor/working families/economic development
HFC members suggested the recommendation to the Executive include exploring other options such as pursuing the expansion of the stadium taxes beyond their expiration dates to fund human services.  

Members suggested staff draft a resolution to be discussed and adopted at the next meeting.  Co-Chairs agreed to work with staff to capture the group’s ideas in a resolution to be presented at the March meeting.
Discussion of Regional Human Services Board

Members discussed the regional human services board to be included as part of a ballot measure recommendation to the Executive.  Some members asked if the regional human services board that is to be created by the Veterans/Human Services Levy could be used to advise on the funds from the HFC ballot measure recommendation.  There was also discussion about the need to have board representation from all sub-regions of the county.  The group will have further discussion of the regional human services board at the March meeting.
Other Business

Update on Veterans and Human Services Levy:
Councilmember Ferguson informed the HFC that the King County Council’s Law, Justice, and Human Services Committee were given a briefing regarding the proposed ordinance which is to give guidance and a policy framework on implementation of the levy funds.  Members were informed that the ordinance contains a heavy focus on funding services to prevent and reduce homelessness and unnecessary involvement in the criminal justice and emergency medical systems.
Closing 

The Mayor reiterated the work that would be addressed at the March meeting including the proposed resolution, the charge of the regional human services board and more information on the regional human services board created by the Veterans levy to see if there is an opportunity to “piggyback” on these efforts.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting is Thursday, March 23 at 1:30 p.m. in the Training Room, 7300 Building, King County Airport, Boeing Field.
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