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Healthy Families and Communities Task Force

Draft Meeting Summary—September 23, 2005


Task Force Members Present:

Mayor Kathy Keolker-Wheeler, Co-Chair

Councilmember Larry Gossett, Co-Chair

Deputy Mayor Phil Noble

Councilmember Bob Ferguson

Councilmember Tom Rasmussen 
Daniel Gandara, Esq.
Glenn A. Gregory

Terri Kimball

Rev. Dr. James Kubal-Komoto 

Sandra Madrid

Terry Mark

Patricia McInturff

David Okimoto

Pastor Marillyn Schultz Rothermel

Josephine Tamayo Murray

Rabbi Zari Weiss 
Laura Wells
Welcome/Introductions
Co-chair Kathy Keolker-Wheeler called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  During the introductions, Healthy Families and Communities (HFC) Task Force Project Director Maritza Rivera announced that she would be on maternity leave most of October and November and introduced Suzanne Little, Special Projects Coordinator for the Department of Community and Human Services, who will provide the staff support to HFC during her absence.  
Public Comments 

No one requested an opportunity to speak during the open comment period.   

Proposed changes to the agenda

None   

Approval of meeting summary for August 26, 2005

Action:  The meeting summary for August 26, 2005, was approved as submitted. 

Discussion:  2005 Veterans and Regional Human Services Levy

King County Councilmember and HFC Co-Chair Larry Gossett offered an overview of the recently passed King County Council ordinance approving a 2005 ballot measure giving voters the opportunity to support a veterans and human services levy.  Councilmember Gossett gave a brief chronology of the steps leading up to that vote.

Background:  

· The Regional Policy Committee discussed and approved a proposed ballot measure to increase property taxes in order to increase funding for services for veterans and their families (veterans services are already funded by county property taxes; this measure would have increased the amount collected specifically for veterans programs).  

· The King County Council referred the measure to the Budget Committee, which held two hearings on the matter.  No one argued against the need for additional funding and services for veterans.  However, many in the community spoke to the service gaps and needs of people across the county who also need help.  Further, many testified with concern that a “veterans-only” levy would derail efforts currently underway in the human service community and within the HFC to develop and propose a broader ballot measure for 2006 to address the need for a long-term, stable funding source for regional human service programs.  

· Several members of the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee proposed an alternative human services levy to replace the veterans’ only levy, to go to voters in 2006.  This amendment proposed a $22 million levy for a broader range of human services including supports for veterans and their families; created a regional human services board as a countywide planning and advisory board for the new fund source; and called upon the HFC to complete its work to inform the final proposal.   This amendment failed.

Ordinance as passed:  On September 12, 2005, the King County Council voted to place a levy on the November general election ballot to provide funding equally for veterans programs and for regional human service programs.  The ballot measure seeks voter approval for a property tax levy of 5 cents per $1,000 assessed value for a period of six years.  Half of the revenue raised would benefit services for veterans and their families and the other half would fund regional health and human services.  The measure establishes two citizen oversight groups – one for veterans and one for regional human services.  Both would be required to report to the Council on the expenditure of funds.  

The final measure approved by the Council by a vote of 12-1 was meant to achieve a compromise.  It increases the amount originally proposed and splits the proceeds equally between veteran’s services and other human service programs.  

Co-Chair Gossett noted that the November levy is a first step toward creating a more stable, dedicated and long-term funding source for human service programs, noting the levy’s end date in six years.  It is not a permanent solution to the need for adequate funding for these critical services.  He noted that eight councilmembers signed on to support the amendment for a longer-term levy for 2006.  He expressed his intent to continue to work on a long-term solution. 

HFC members had questions about the effect of the levy on its work.  They discussed possible repercussions of passage of the levy as well as failure of the levy.   Some HFC members think that if the levy passes, it provides a much needed, temporary funding boost for human services.  However, a long-term plan is still needed (given the expiration date in six years).  Therefore, the HFC will continue its work to develop a long-term plan for stabilizing regional human service funding.  

If the levy fails, the HFC may be able to learn some lessons on how to improve the chances for passage the next time around, including designing a public education campaign to talk about the value of human services.   

The HFC members agreed to have further discussion on the subject once the November elections have determined passage or failure of the ballot measure.  

Co-chair Keolker-Wheeler asked HFC members to stay engaged and involved in the committee’s work, regardless of the outcome of the ballot measure in November.  She reminded the group that there is still a great deal of work to be done to achieve long-term stability for critical human services and the community safety net, and the members of the HFC have the opportunity to provide leadership and guidance to those efforts.  

Committee to End Homelessness King County/Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness 
Bill Block, Project Director for the Committee to End Homelessness (CEHKC), offered a PowerPoint presentation on the Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness and several fact sheets on homelessness in King County.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Block stressed that the Ten-Year Plan reflects both an action plan and real commitments of resources.  Although governments play a key role, the Plan was developed by a very broad cross-section of people from across the county.  It is a community effort that began with the work done by members of the community and St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle.  He talked further about the need to build the political and community will to end homelessness and to work to engage and involve citizens countywide to become part of the solution.  

Mr. Block noted that many state and local governments across the country are developing homeless plans, but that King County’s plan is more ambitious than most.  Where most plans focus exclusively on working to end chronic street homelessness, our regional plan seeks to end homelessness for all who are living in King County without a permanent home.  He then briefly described the leadership and governance structure of the CEHKC and talked about the five committees that are now forming to craft action plans to implement the Ten Year Plan.  Three separate population-focused committees are forming to develop action plans to help single adults, youth and young adults, and families.  Another CEHKC committee will focus on resource development and allocation and a fifth committee will address communications and legislative advocacy.  Mr. Block invited the participation of HFC members on these committees.

Mr. Block also spoke about state legislation passed earlier this year (E2SHB 2163) creating the Homeless Housing and Assistance Act, which utilizes a document recording fee surcharge to raise funding for homeless prevention, housing construction and renovation, and supportive services for each county with an approved ten-year plan to end homelessness.  King County expects this surcharge to generate about $3 million annually.  

Questions were raised and discussion ensued regarding the looming threats of proposed federal funding cuts to Section 8 and other housing resources, as well as to Medicaid, that would have a devastating impact on the ability to implement the local plan to end homelessness.  Mr. Block noted that, particularly in light of Hurricane Katrina and the massive funding that will be needed to rebuild that region, there is a risk that some programs will be cut and dollars reprogrammed for relief efforts.  However, he said that homeless advocates across the country plan to aggressively push back and demand funding for housing and supportive services for people living in poverty.  The CEHKC governance bodies certainly will be working very hard in advocacy efforts.  As legislative action plans become more developed, the co-chairs noted that the HFC may also wish to be involved in the legislative advocacy efforts.  

Several members thanked Mr. Block for his presentation, noting that the efforts to end homelessness and ensuring the community has adequate resources to create housing and supportive services are very much shared goals and priorities of CEHKC and HFC.  

For more information you may phone or e-mail Bill Block at 206-205-5506 or bill.block@metrokc.gov or go to the CEHKC Web site at www.cehkc.org.

Other Business 
Co-chair Keolker-Wheeler asked HFC members if anyone had other business to discuss.  There were no other issues raised.

Closing 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned by consensus.  Co-chair Keolker-Wheeler informed the group that the next meeting of the HFC is scheduled for Friday, October 28, 2005, at 8:30 a.m. in the Training Room, 7300 Building, Boeing Field.     
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