Why should I join the Washington State
Children’s Preventive Health Care Collaborative?
Improved Oral Health and Developmental Related Outcomes:  The principal benefit to practices is better care for patients – increased and earlier detection and prevention of oral health problems and developmental issues result in less costly and more appropriate treatment, leading to improved outcomes such as fewer lost school days and ED visits or decreased need for special education.
In the 2004-2005 collaborative, participants increased the percent of 1-4 year old Medicaid patients receiving Fluoride Varnish during a well child visit from 21.7% in January to 42.4% in May.  Fluoride varnishes are reimbursable by Medicaid up to three times per year. The percent of 1-4 year old receiving a structure developmental questionnaire at well-child visits increased from 9.6% in January to 38.2% in May.
Improved Patient Relationships:  Patients and families will feel more involved in their care. Parents who use structured developmental surveys appreciate knowing “where their child is at.”  Families also like the opportunity for one-stop shopping by receiving often scarce oral health services from their primary care provider. 
Enhanced Efficiency:  This initiative will help practices design more efficient strategies and implement changes that will lead to better preventive care for their patient population. In other words, make it easy to do the right thing.

Improved Community Linkages:  Close linkages between community organizations, schools and clinical interventions lead to greater success when tackling complex preventive or chronic conditions.  Practices will learn of many resources available to them and to their patients.
Improved Office Flow:  Utilizing the strategies for change will build a team approach to care and improve office flow.  Also, your care approach will become more planned and proactive and less reactive ultimately saving time.

New Learnings:  Opportunity to work closely with experts in the field.  Benefit from previous successful collaborative experiences and share ideas with other teams to speed and enhance your progress.  Learn methodologies for improving care that can be applied to other conditions.  
For more information, contact Nicole Reavis, MEd, at the Child Health Institute.

nreavis@u.washington.edu or (206) 616-3307










