Health Advisory: Atypical Mycobacterial Skin Infections Associated with Tattooing February 21, 2012
Action requested:






Consider atypical mycobacterial infections in patients who have been tattooed since
May, 2011and developed chronic, refractory or atypical lesions, particularly if refractory
to empiric treatment for common bacterial pathogens.
For suspected cases, consider biopsy and culture for nontuberculous mycobacterial
infections.
Consider dermatology and/or infectious disease consultation.
Educate patients on the importance of sterile piercing/tattooing procedures and proper
skin care.
Report suspected and confirmed cases to Public Health – Seattle & King County
(PHSKC) at (206) 296-4774.

Background
Public Health is aware of two cases of Mycobacterium abscessus/massiliensis skin infection in
adults who were tattooed in October, 2011. In addition, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration are currently investigating a cluster of
Mycobacterium chelonae infections associated with tattooing.
Atypical mycobacterial infections may appear between 1–3 weeks after tattooing. If you have
seen patients with chronic or atypical skin lesions after being tattooed since May 2011, consider
the diagnosis of atypical mycobacterial infection, particularly if refractory to empiric therapy for
common causes of skin and soft tissue infection. Please call us at the number above to report
suspected or confirmed cases or for consultation regarding diagnostic evaluation.
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