


Nancy-Ann DeParle

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC  20500

May 4, 2009







Re:  Health Care Reform

Dear Ms. DeParle:

I am a King County Council member, in Washington State, and chair of the county Board of Health.  The Board of Health applauds the Obama Administration’s efforts to reform our broken health care system.  

King County, which includes the City of Seattle, faces a health crisis like other metropolitan areas in the United States.  Despite our significant

health infrastructure from the Gates Foundation headquarters to the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Treatment Center and the national Cancer Care Alliance, the demand for public health services is far greater than our capacity to meet them.  Our health safety net is under extreme strain, and, in some cases, is no longer able to help many of our needy residents.  Nearly 200,000 (of 1.8 million people living in King County) adults and children lack health insurance, and another estimated 435,000 have insufficient insurance.  We have learned recently that, due to budget shortfalls, the State of Washington will discontinue the provision of the basic health plan (BHP) to 40,000 people, half of them from King County.  Thousands of people will go without the care they need this year, and we believe that health care reform cannot come soon enough.  

In support of federal and state efforts, the King County Board of Health has created a set of principles that we believe define the essential components of a well-functioning, high-quality health care system.  The principles, enclosed, envision that reform include: 1. health care services that are accessible and available to all United States residents, 2. care be of high quality, 3. health care financing be sustainable over the long term, 4. services engage patients in their treatment, 5. the health care system emphasize primary care, preventive care, and healthy lifestyle choices, and 6. the system track health disparities and be designed to reduce them to the greatest extent possible.  

You will note that our principles do not address financing mechanisms.  Issues over the role of the private or public sector in the financing of health care are important and must be resolved.  However, we don’t start there because financing should not drive the design of health care services and delivery mechanisms – improving individual health outcomes should.  

Last fall, the King County Board of Health analyzed the Obama Administration’s principles.  We believe they are excellent, but they don’t touch on all of the issues that should be incorporated into a well-functioning health system.  An analysis comparing the Board’s and the Obama Administration’s principles is enclosed for your review.  Our comments serve as an effort to participate and collaborate with you as we move forward at the local, state, and federal level for effective health care reform.  
We have a unique opportunity to make real and lasting changes to our health system.  The King County Board of Health would appreciate being included in any effort you make to engage local jurisdictions, and would be pleased to review our health reform principles with you in more detail, as you consider reform at the federal level.

Sincerely,

Julia Patterson

Chair, King County Board of Health

King County Council, District 5  

Enclosures
· King County Board of Health principles for health reform

· An Analysis of the Obama Administration’s health reform principles using the King County Board of Health’s principles for health reform 

