Health care reform/prevention/pandemic disease

Talking points

The 2009 H1N1 virus (known to many of you as Swine Flu) is an example of why a public health approach to health care reform is so important.

Public Health plays an essential role is monitoring diseases and understanding their spread.  When new threats arise, Public Health provides critical information and guidance to people at risk, so they know what is taking place, how to protect themselves, and how to treat illness if it should occur.  It’s that final element -- treating the illness -- where our current health system lets us down.

Viruses don’t know who has health insurance and who doesn’t.  If someone is sick with a fast-moving, infectious disease, that person needs to be treated and tracked for the benefit of that individual and the community.  But without access to affordable medical treatment, that person may not seek care – and that’s a  serious health threat to all of us.  

Everyone must have access to quality health care in order for individuals to be healthy and productive, and for our community to be healthy and productive.  When we cut some individuals off from appropriate care, we do so at our peril.  

The H1N1 virus is not the first infectious disease threat and it won’t be the last.  
 West Nile virus is still among us, drug-resistant tuberculosis remains a persistent problem, and the development of new viruses pose an ongoing danger.   Good information and guidance is key to our community’s health, but without access to care for everyone, more people will go without the opportunity to follow our best advice, causing more suffering and hastening the spread of disease.  And opportunities for detecting and preventing illnesses at the leading edge of an outbreak may be lost.   
We need to make sure we all have access to affordable, high-quality health care so that we can obtain the treatment we need and be as healthy as possible. 

