Dear Governor Gregoire,
On behalf of the King County Board of Health, I appreciate the opportunity to let you know about our interest in effective health care reform.

Inadequate individual health care poses a serious threat to community health and the functioning of public health in general.   Given this reality, the Board passed six principles for health care reform last September.  They are listed below.  
We believe that effective, comprehensive health care reform – not small changes at the margin – is essential.  We finally have the momentum to make the necessary changes, and, we certainly have the need.  We must not lose this opportunity.  

The right place to start is with the proper underlying principles that put improved health for everyone at the center of all reform efforts.  The County’s principles do just that.   We hope that you will give them serious consideration during the discussions at the regional forum on April 6th in Los Angeles.  We believe the principles set us on the right course for effective reform – reform that will actually lead to better individual and community health.  
You asked for questions in your request for public participation.  I have taken the liberty to modify our principles and pose them in the form of questions for your use at the forum.

Thank you for representing us at the forum, and working for improved health for all Washington residents.

Principle #1: Does the plan under consideration provide all people with access to affordable, comprehensive health care services on an equitable basis? Are all individuals able to access the right care in the right place at the right time? 
Principle #2:  Is all heath care clinically appropriate and provided in a timely, safe, and patient-centered manner?

Principle #3:  Is health services financing designed and allocated so as to provide permanent, stable, and sufficient funding for high-quality, universal health care?

Principle #4:  Are the health services delivery systems responsive to the needs of the community they serve? Do community members collaborate with health care systems to ensure the delivery of appropriate high quality health care services? 

Principle #5:  Are the plans under consideration designed to prevent disease and promote good health in the most cost-effective manner?
Principle #6:  Do the health services delivery and financing systems employ strategies, policies, and interventions aimed at achieving health equity?
