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SUBJECT

A BRIEFING and update on work plan for the Board of Health regarding health care reform. 

SUMMARY 

At the March 19, 2009 meeting of the King County Board of Health (BOH), the BOH adopted Resolution #04-09 which provided for a work plan for health reform that contained four, inter-related activities to take place over a six-month period: 

· Community outreach that includes education of, and information dissemination to, the general public regarding the principles and health reform advocacy

· BOH and Department support of state and/or federal health reform that incorporates the principles

· Application of the principles to a Department program in order to improve health outcomes (pilot project)

· Collaboration with other health departments to collectively promote effective health care reform

Current Activities
The community outreach activities scheduled for the first month of the project include preparing the content of presentations, individual meetings with BOH members regarding their presentations, and an information session by the Herndon Alliance.  The goal is to have community outreach efforts begin in May.  The individual meetings with BOH members are underway.  Individual meetings began the week of April 6th and will continue through the end of April culminating in the Herndon Alliance presentation.  Contact with media outlets and community organizations have begun and are on-going

Part of the content of communications will include information regarding the BOH’s health care reform principles, and how the five plans under consideration by the State of Washington either meet or fall short of the principles.  That analysis is attached as Attachment A, accompanied by a shorter executive summary attached as Attachment B.  
Other activities include working with the Department to select staff to make community presentations, develop a pilot project, and identify contacts in other counties who might be interested in working on health care reform.  Meetings with staff to begin this process are scheduled, and the work will be underway within the next week.

ANALYSIS
The work plan as adopted by Resolution 09-04 is on schedule.  Most of the BOH members will be making presentations to community groups and meeting with state and federal legislators to discuss health reform and the importance of the principles.
These activities are timely.  The federal government is hoping to have health reform legislation on the floor of the House of Representatives this summer.  The Washington State House of Representative is considering Senator Karen Keiser’s bill which passed in the Senate.  This bill directs legislators to meet with constituents throughout the upcoming months to discuss health care reform and ways to improve the five plans currently under consideration at the state level.  Through its health reform project, BOH members will be prepared to provide valuable feedback to state legislators; and it will be in a position to promote effective health care reform with federal lawmakers.

INVITED

· Roslyn Solomon, independent consultant

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:   Washington State’s Health Reform Proposals:  An Analysis using the King County Board of Health’s Health Care Reform Principles

Attachment B:   Executive Summary:  State of Washington Plan Description and Board of Health Principle Analysis
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