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SUBJECT

A RESOLUTION adopting a work plan for the Board of Health regarding health care reform. 

SUMMARY 
In 2007, the King County Board of Health (BOH) adopted the Public Health Operational Master Plan (PHOMP) which outlined the goals of the Seattle/King County Public Health Department (the “Department”) in the areas of public health protection, promotion and provision over the next four years.  Among the goals outlined in the PHOMP was the advocacy of health care finance reform.  As part of its effort to implement this goal, the BOH adopted Resolution #08-10 which delineated health care reform principles that should be incorporated into state and/or federal health care reform plans in order to increase the number of healthy years lived by King County residents.  
Proposed Health Care Reform Work Plan 

Proposed Resolution #09-04 and its attachment contain a description of a work plan for health reform based upon the principles. The work plan contains four, inter-related activities that would take place over a six-month period: 
· Community outreach that includes education of, and information dissemination to, the general public regarding the principles and health reform advocacy
· BOH and Department support of state and/or federal health reform that incorporates the principles
· Application of the principles to a Department program in order to improve health outcomes (pilot project)
· Collaboration with other health departments to collectively promote effective health care reform
Role of BOH and Department Staff

The work plan provides for monthly briefings at regularly scheduled Board meetings to keep BOH members and the general public informed of the progress of the work plan.  Individual BOH members may participate in activities as their time and interests allow.  These activities would include community presentations, meetings with state and federal legislators, and interviews with radio and print media.  Designated Department staff will make presentations to community groups and media outlets, establish and monitor the pilot project, and work with public health professionals inside and outside of King County. 
ANALYSIS
The work plan will serve a number of public health purposes:  
· It will implement certain portions of the PHOMP.  

· It will help alter the local health care reform discussion from debates over financing mechanisms to the more appropriate focus on the health care services that advance community health.  
· It will give the BOH and the Department an opportunity to influence the content of health reform plans under consideration at the state and federal levels.
· It will raise the profile of the Department within the local community, increase the public’s knowledge of good health practices, prompt support for the Department’s mission, and engender support for greater resources for the Department going forward.  
· It could lead to greater collaboration among public health departments and establish an important and new role for public health in policy advocacy.
REASONABLENESS

Adoption of Resolution 09-04 and the work plan would constitute a reasonable policy and budget decision.

INVITED

· Roslyn Solomon, independent consultant

ATTACHMENTS

Proposed Resolution 09-04, with Attachment A:  Health Reform Scope of Work
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