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Board Meeting Summary
February 24, 2009
Board Members present:  Mark Howard, City of Seattle Police Department, Co Chair; Helena Stephens, City of Bellevue Youth Programs; Kim Beeson, Puget Sound ESD and Judy Manchester, City of Kirkland.
Staff Members Present: Laura Edwards, Program Manager, Laura Quinn, Cheryl Hanson, and Stefanie Fox, Community Organizers. 

· OPENING AND UPDATES 
Laura Quinn did the meeting opening. Everyone gave personal and professional updates.  

· PROGRAM:  Billie McKibben, Parent Training Coordinator, Renton Area Youth Services (RAYS)
Cheryl Hanson, the South King County Community Organizer introduced Billie McKibben, Parent Training Coordinator for Renton Area Youth Services.  Billie talked about the “Parenting for Success” program that they run.  Billie talked about the 12 week free classes, with “literacy enriched childcare”, where the parents have time to read to their children as part of the class.  RAYS uses the Strengthening Multi-Ethnic Families and Communities curricula.  Some of the components of this course are:
· Cultural and spiritual focus


· Enhancing relationships
· Rites of passage




· Community involvement

· Positive discipline

The course is taught in English and in Spanish.  She said that this course was taught in Tukwila in 6 languages at one time.   The enrollment has grown for these classes and RAYS is at capacity without additional funding.  
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· ORGANIZER REPORTS:
Greater Seattle: Stefanie Fox, Organizer
Stefanie reported on her work with the SAMA Foundation's Youth in Recovery Summit, to be held on February 25th at Garfield Community Center. She sat on the planning committee, and program funding is supporting the lunches at the event. She will also be facilitating an Open Space process for the last 2 hours of the meeting, leading the treatment professionals and youth providers who attend in the development of "a blueprint for a vibrant, effective, and accessible network to support young people in recovery." Stefanie also reported that she continues to work with an emerging coalition of grassroots youth violence prevention programs and the youth leaders from them. The coalition is trying to develop creative new methods for collaboration in the field, and thus far all the stakeholders seem very invested and engaged in the process.
South King County: Cheryl Hanson, Organizer

Cheryl reported that Kent Youth and Family Services will be sponsoring community trainings at Birch Creek housing project (formerly called Springwood).  The focus will be education on the harmful effects of drug use and violence prevention discussions.  These trainings will be done in the month of April.   Southwest Youth and Family Services has started workshops for youth focusing on drug and alcohol prevention, community organizing, leadership development and academic support.  These trainings will run thru May and are for South Pacific Island Youth in the West Seattle and White Center areas.  COP is providing support for "The Mysteries of the Teen Age Brain" lead by Victoria Tennant on Vashon Island, March 25th.  This event is a community awareness night for parents and the business community to help adults understand the youth on the island.  Cop will support the YMCA in Burien for Healthy Kids Day, April 19 in Burien.
· BOARD BUSINESS

Legislative Updates:  

Laura reported on the current status of the Governor’s budget.  We reviewed the Governor’s list of Boards and Commissions that are scheduled to be disbanded.  We discussed the impact of the plan to dismantle the Alcohol and Drug Advisory Board with regards to the Prevention Plan.  At this time it appears that the plan will go forward.  The Family Policy Council is scheduled to be eliminated June 30, 2009.  We are not sure at this time, if/when the Family Policy Council is eliminated, if the local Health and Safety Networks will continue to be funded or not.        

Laura also reported at this time it does not appear that Community Mobilization/ Prevention is taking a cut.  All discussed the Federal budget and what, if any, funding might come to the State for prevention services.  We discussed that if the State got some additional funding from the Federal Stimulus Bill that might 
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ease the States budget crises somewhat.  At this date it looks like the Federal Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities dollars may remain the same as last year. We are all watching closely.

Program Updates:
Laura reported that she will be meeting with Rebecca Wilson, the Dean of Students at Forest Ridge Academy of the Sacred Heart to discuss her interest in joining the Board.  

She also shared the letter from Jim Vollendroff, Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Coordinator in the MHCADS (Mental Health Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division) to the Alcohol Administrative Board showing Community Organizing and Prevention as the top two core services in the Division during budget cuts.

Board members filled out their financial disclosure forms for 2008.

The Board reviewed the 6 month outcomes report on mini grants showing the following results:

· 86% of youth surveyed said, YES, I feel that this activity encouraged and reinforced my safe and healthy choices.

· 94% of family members surveyed said, YES, I feel that because of this activity I know better how to solve problems of substance abuse and violence in my family.

· 95% of people surveyed said, YES, I feel that my community is a resource to help me prevent substance abuse and violence.  
NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, March 31st, 2009 at WSU King County Extension

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

200 Mill Avenue South

Suite 100

Renton, WA 98057
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