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KING COUNTY ALCOHOLISM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 8, 2009
KCASAAB Members Present:  Jim Benbow, Linda Brown, Joan Clement, Patrick Godfrey, Roger Goodman, Tim King, Robin Reed, Michelle Nitz-Weiss (Board nominee)

KCASAAB Member Absent:  Mariah Lewis (excused); Ruvin Munden (excused)
Guests Present:  Harvey Funai, Robert Leonard (DASA); Olivia Curtis, Susan Vaughn (CCS); Susan Peacey, Barbara Weiss (CPC); Judy Holman (PHS); Pat Knox, Ardi Bury (RCKC); Al Sweeten (SIHB); Sherre Piantanda (Board applicant) 
Staff Present:  Cindy Bergh, Sean Davis, Mike Elsner, Sherry McCabe, Rhoda Naguit, Winnie Ng, Amnon Shoenfeld, Greg Trollan, Jim Vollendroff

Board Chair Joan Clement convened the King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board meeting at 12:03 p.m.  The meeting was held at The Chinook Building, 401 5th Avenue, Conference Room 126, Seattle.

I.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Joan Clement welcomed everyone and then asked them to introduce themselves.  

II.
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - 

Linda Brown made a motion, which was seconded by Jim Benbow to approve the 

minutes of the August 14, 2008, September 29, 2008, October 9, 2008, and 
December 11, 2008 Board meetings.  The motion was approved unanimously.
III.
PRESENTATION – Catholic Community Services
Olivia Curtis gave a brief overview of the program services provided by the Catholic Community Services (CCS).

CCS has a CDP working at Wintonia.  In Kent, there are about 30 clients who are actively in treatment.  
Some of the challenges faced by the agency include improvement of treatment program at Wintonia and improvement of completion rate for African-American clients.  CCS is focused in addressing the issue of client’s relapse.  

CCS has high treatment retention rate.  They also operate a successful transition housing program.  The Rita’s House in Auburn is a sister program to the Katherine’s House in Kent.  The transition housing program is aimed to serve homeless women being released from jail or recovery programs.  It provides home and support for single women in recovery with a goal to keep them stay sober, have stable lives and find permanent housing.  Each house has six beds.
Jim Vollendroff commended the able leadership of Olivia Curtis of CCS’s chemical dependency section.  
IV.    BUDGET CUTS UPDATE
 

Amnon Shoenfeld thanked Harvey’ Funai for his open communication with Jim Vollendroff during the entire budget process and for providing pertinent budget information in a timely manner.  Harvey’s constructive and collaborative working relationship with King County CD-section leadership is admirable.
Jim Vollendroff gave an overview of state budget cuts in substance abuse and its impact in King County for fiscal year 2009.  

Jim identified the program services that will be impacted by the budget cuts early part of 2009.  
· Elimination of Crisis Nursery Funding effective February 4, 2009

· Elimination of TANF Outstation CDP’s as of February 1, 2009

· Reduction of Children’s Administration Outstation CDPs by March 1, 2009 from four to one FTE.
· Elimination of ADATSA Living Stipend effective February 1, 2009.  ADATSA medical coupon will be eliminated by June 30, 2009.
In addition to the above lists, DASA just released the following new reductions effective February 1, 2009-June 30, 2009:

· Reduction of Detoxification funding by $439,033

· Reduction of State Drug Court PSEA funding by $50,425

· Reduction of State GIA funds by $2,578,716

The program services covered by the State GIA funds include the following: 
· Group Care Enhancement

· HASAP Case Management

· Outreach – Youth/Adult

· Opiate Outreach

· Interim Services 

· Sobering Services 
· ADATSA Outpatient 
· Adult Outpatient  
· Youth Outpatient

· Opiate Treatment

· Transportation.

Jim discussed the impacts of the program service cuts to King County residents.  
A question was asked about DASA’s position in light of these cuts.  Harvey stated that DASA is trying to protect their three priorities from cuts:

· Opiate substitution treatment

· Youth outpatient

· Parenting pregnant women

Jim said that he will clarify with DASA leadership about their position on those priorities when he and other ACHS members meet with them on Friday, January 9, 2009 in Olympia.

Discussion followed.  How can MIDD funding alleviate the current predicament of the funding shortage?  Amnon stated that under the current language, MIDD funding can only be used for new and expanded programs, not for existing programs.  There is a move from different counties including King County to ask the Legislature for limited supplantation language, in which MIDD sales tax revenue may be used to backfill some of the functions currently in place; i.e., drug court, mental health court, and family court.  .  
The Board will hold a special meeting on Tuesday, January 20th at 4:30pm-7pm to review the recommended reductions and discuss strategies in light of economic realities.  Meeting materials will be sent to Board members by Friday, January 16th to peruse in preparation for the meeting.
VI.
OLD BUSINESS

Pat Godfrey made a motion, which was seconded by Jim Benbow to recommend the appointment of Michelle Nitz-Weiss to the King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board.  The motion was approved unanimously.
VII.
PREVENTION & TREATMENT COORDINATOR’S REPORT
Jim reported that he has held separate meetings with the CD staff, with Board Chair Joan Clement, and with Amnon Shoenfeld, CD lead person and fiscal staff to discuss the impact of the additional substantial budget cuts from the state Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse.  
In addition, Jim contacted the following affected agencies to inform them about the eliminations of services effective February 1, 2009:

· Asian Counseling and Referral Services - elimination of TANF outstation CDPs
· Therapeutic Health Services – elimination four of five CDPs with Children and Family Services; will retain only one FTE
· ADATSA providers - elimination of the $339 living stipend of their clients. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35pm.
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