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KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
JULY 8, 2008
Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Lisbeth Eddy, Allan Panitch, Rise Glaze, Steve Willliams (awaiting Executive appointment) Eugene Wan, Gwendolyn Williams
Members Absent:  James Nobles (excused), Eleanor Owen (excused), Chuck Sloane (excused)
Guests Present:  Joan Clement (KCASAAB Liaison); Veronica Kavanagh (NAMI); Dave Black (MH Ombuds); Brian Youngberg (SMH)

Staff Present:  Steve Collins, Rhoda Naguit, Jean Robertson
Board Chair Nancy Dow-Witherbee convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:35 p.m. at Conference Room 126 of The Chinook Building, 401 5th Avenue, Seattle.

I.
INTRODUCTION
Everyone was asked to introduce her/himself.

II.
APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES

Steve Williams made a motion, which was seconded by Lisbeth Eddy to approve the June 10, 2008 meeting minutes.  Motion passed.
III.
CHAIR’S REPORT

A.     Summer Break
Nancy reminded the Board members that there is no regular Board meeting on August 12, 2008.  The next Board meeting is on September 9, 2008, same time and place.
B.     Joint Board Meeting
The annual joint meeting between the King County Mental Health Advisory Board (KCMHAB) and the King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board (KCASAAB) will be held in October 2008.  Since KCASAAB is hosting this year’s joint board meeting, it will be held at their regular scheduled meeting on Thursday, October 9, 2008 from 12 noon to 1:30pm at DSHS-DDD Lunchroom A, 1700 E. Cherry Street in Seattle.  The regular KCMHAB meeting in October is cancelled in lieu of this joint board meeting.

IV.
CERTIFICATE OF RESTORATION OF OPPORTUNITY

This was formerly known as Certificate of Rehabilitation.  Copies of an excerpt from the Certificate of Restoration of Opportunity Pilot Project document were handed out.  The document gives an overview of the pilot project.  In addition, it contains an application packet for social services providers.  
Steve Collins gave a brief background of the formation of the pilot project.  The project is to provide legal assistance to people with minor convictions.  Steve acknowledged with much gratitude individuals who helped him move this project forward.  He said that 1,300 County clients would benefit from this pilot project.  There is a possibility that this program will be introduced at the next State legislature.  

Board Chair Nancy Dow-Witherbee cited Steve’s work on this project.  In recognition for his contributions to Mental Health services in Washington State, the Washington Community Mental Health Council selected him as a recipient of the 2007"Hero Award".  Richard Kellogg, Director of the Mental Health Division, presented Steve the “Hero Award” at the 2007 Washington Behavioral Healthcare Conference in Yakima, Washington.
How long does it take to get a Certificate of Restoration processed?  Steve’s estimate is approximately two months.

V.
OMBUDS REPORT

Dave Black stated that he presented the latest six-month Ombuds report to the Quality Council (QC) last week.  Rather than give the presentation a second time, he handed out copies of the report to the Board to make sure that all Board members have an opportunity to review the report.
VII.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Legislative Advocacy and Public Affairs Committee

No meeting until September 9, 2008.
Quality Council

Allan Panitch reported that at the last QC meeting, the discussion was on the meaning of “quality” and how it could be enhanced.  
There was also a discussion about the existence of Mental Health Ombuds.  Dave Black stated that he will be working with non-profit groups to educate them about Ombuds services.  He added that he has been making rounds of mental health agencies for exposure.  Joan Clement suggested making it contractual requirement for agencies to put up a sign about Ombuds Mental Health. 
Nominations Committee

There are no new applicants at this time.  Risa Glaze and Steve Williams’ appointments are now at the County Executive Office for action before they are forwarded to the King County Council for confirmation.
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) Update

Eugene stated that there is no MIDD report to make as the only MIDD meeting since the last Board meeting was cancelled.
Recovery Advisory Council (RAC)

At the first RAC meeting, the time was spent in introduction of members, then reviewed goals of RAC.  

VI.
   STAFF REPORT
A.     MIDD Strategies 
The Division staff is busy working on the MIDD strategies.

B.  
Peer Counselors     
The Peer Counselors Training was held on the week of June 16, 2008 with 23 graduates.  There will be a test in two weeks’ time.  For the first time, the Division will have a test prep to be led by Terry Crain, Lenore Meyer, and Steve Collins.  
Next training will be held in September.  For registration, contact Steve Collins at 206-263-8966 or email at steve.collins@kingcounty.gov
C.     Recovery Incentives
The Recovery Incentives plan was rolled out last Friday.  All agencies are currently earning maximum incentive payments.  Agencies will have to continue to perform well to be eligible for incentives payments.  Incentives will be based on performance on selected process measures that will lead to recovery outcomes in 3 domains: Education/ employment/ meaningful activities; community tenure (staying out of the hospital and jail); and quality of life.  Outcome and process measures have been developed for the three age groups: children/ youth, adults, and older adults.
D.     MIDD Implementation Plan Update
The MIDD implementation plan was transmitted to the Council last week.  Another MIDD staff position has just been filled.  Karla Lacktorin has been recently hired for the recruiter position.  She will be responsible for conducting recruitment of MIDD staff.  In addition, she will be working with MH provider agencies to develop strategies for recruiting the additional provider staff that will be needed to implement the MIDD strategies.
E.     Crisis Stabilization Services
An initial meeting for Crisis Stabilization Services with stakeholders will be held tomorrow.  This service is to expand crisis services beyond next day appointments.  

VI.
LIAISON REPORTS
Eugene Wan presented the notion of expanding the liaison role of the Board.  He suggested that in addition to serving as liaison to a specific provider agency, it would be a great experience for Board members to be exposed to mental health court system and to visit provider agencies in order to see how they operate at least once during their tenure with MHAB.  After a brief exchange of opinions, it was decided to table this suggestion for now and re-visit the issue in the near future.
VII.
OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
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