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DANGEROUS MENTALLY ILL OFFENDERS 

BACKGROUND:  
· The 1999 Legislature passed SSB 5011 to improve the process of identifying mentally ill offenders released from the Department of Corrections (DOC) who pose a threat to public safety, and to provide these offenders with treatment and services for up to five years in the community.  
· The program was originally named the “Dangerous Mentally Ill Offender (DMIO) Program” and is now named the “Community Integration Assistance Program” (CIAP).
· The law requires pre-release planning by interagency teams, including the Department of Social and Health Services, DOC, Regional Support Networks (RSNs), and mental health providers.

· RSNs or agencies must provide everything needed to help the person succeed in the community, including housing, mental health and chemical dependency treatment, employment assistance, sex offender treatment, and case management.

ISSUES/CHALLENGES:  

· Funding provided to the RSN or agency for each person served is $700 per month for Medicaid-eligible participants and $900 per month for those not on Medicaid.  The reimbursement rate has not increased since the program began in 2000, despite an enormous increase in housing and other costs.  In many cases, especially in King County, the cost of housing alone exceeds the reimbursement received from the state that is meant to cover all costs.
· Program evaluation has determined that up to a five year period is necessary to successfully prepare these individuals to live in the community.  Due to budget limitations and the desire of the state to not limit new referrals to the program, the state Mental Health Division proposed reducing program eligibility to 30 months effective February 1, 2008.  Additional funds were found to defer implementation of this reduction, but if new funding in the next biennium is not received, this cut will take place.
· In King County, almost half of the 116 current participants in the program will lose the intensive services that have helped them stay out of prison, and many will become homeless.
DATA:  

· The Washington State Institute for Public Policy (WSIPP) reported in a January 2007 report that over a 2.5 year period, program participants showed a 38 percent reduction in new offenses and a 45 percent reduction in felony recidivism rates.
· The benefit-cost analysis in the 2007 WSIPP report indicated that the reductions in DMIO recidivism generated greater financial benefits to taxpayers than program costs.
RECOMMENDATION/LEGISLATIVE ACTION:  

· Increase funding for CIAP in order to maintain the 60 month benefit period. 
· Provide a 5% rate increase.
· Provide an extra housing allowance for counties, such as King County, that have housing costs far higher than the state average cost.  
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